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ORGANISATION

THE FAMILY

Thelcurrent/familylhas[three

known![lines: from[the[ North

Sealports, theLevant,land the

Danubel valley, with[links[be(]
tween[them/certain(butlas/yet

undocumented.[Alllare(the(de[]
scendants[ of Sephardic—thatlis

Spanish(Jewish—family[ | from

Barcelonaland environswhich

left[ beforel thellexpulsions[ of

1492-7.L) Well arel] variously

knownllas[IChaltiel,[ IChartiel,

Saltiel,[Sealtiél,[Sealtiél, Shalll
tielLand[ Shealtiel,[all_derived

from Ithe[Biblical PR APRY,

generallyl[ translated[as[“asked

oflGod”.

SHEALTIEL GAZETTE

The Gazettel isl an[ outgrowth
ofl(the Magazinelpublished[by
Vibeke[ISealtiél[ lOlsen/ lat[ the
reunionlin[ Amsterdam[which
first[IbroughtJus[together[lin
August 1994.Itlislintended(to
bel published( and/ printed[ on
anl]occasionallIbasis—that[Jis
twol or[threeltimes[per[year—
in[London, England.[Tt(is[dis ]
tributed_to[subscribing[mem/|
bersloflthefamilyldnd gratisto
libraries_and(scholars, as[well
aslIto[lothers[lwith[Jal lprofes[]
sionallinterest[in[our[subject
matter.

EDITORIAL POLICY

The Gazette[is[to[actlas[an
international medium of ¢com[]
munication[between[inembers
ofl the[family; and to[support
theJreléstablishment[]of[Ities
betweenuis.[For thel timelbel]
ing,the Gagzettelisbeingledited
byl Miles[] Saltiel,[ |who!lwel[]
comes] contributions] of(] all
kinds, includinglmateriallénall
bling[u1s[better[tolinderstand
our_own[history, that[is[per[]
sonal(teminiscences, as/well[ds
genealogicallorlhistorical_Lmal]
terial.

Wellare _not, lhowever,[ to_be

onlybackward[llooking.[The

Gazertelislintended also tolbe

theforum for[theléxchangelof
familynews,adviceLofl forth[]
cominglleventslof[linterest[to

members[of the family, land

reports_lof Inewlylldiscovered

members[ or[ branches[ ofl the

family;[as[well_as[for[ thelor[]
ganisation[of[coloperative en[]
deavours.

MATERIAL FOR
PUBLICATION

Aslthe Gazerte[verylmuch/rel]
lies[ ] on[] contributions(] from
members[lofItheIfamily, Iwe
look[forward[to[continuing/to
hear[fromllyou..'The Gazette
welcomes!( ] text ] and/Jillustral]
tions[that[relate to anylaspect
oflthefamily,[its historylorlits
members; as[wellCas opinion[]
ated[] articles| and[] personal
reminiscences[] of(] any[] kind.
Thell Editor[] willl[] acknowl(]
edge—butldoesnotiindertake
tolreturn—material. It[is[par[]
ticularly[convenient[to[receive
files[ byl elmail.[Thelmail [(box
no.[ is: Shealtiell]
Gazette@compuserve.

com[0r 100605,2677@compu
serve.com.

Forl[thoselinconnected[to the
Internet,[pleaselhelpbysend[]
inglmaterial intended(for publ]
licationlon(a 3.5 inchldisc,[eil]
therlin AscIiltext, orformatted
for[Word[for[Windows 2.oLor
above.[to(theldddressbelow.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Thelannuallfeelis[£30. Please

remit zn[ UK funds|(tolthelad ]
dress[below. [ Payment[canl[be

made[ byl phonel or[ fax (but

notl] elmail)l] byll advising

numberl land[lexpirylldatel of
credit(card.

CORRESPONDENCE

Thel Editor welcomes| letters
from[readers,WwhetherLor[not
members[ofithe(family.[Please
write[toltheladdressbelow. If
intended(] for[] publication,
pleaselmarklaccordingly.

OUR COVER

Wel show! thel family[ assembled
in(the(lobby(ofitheCapsis[Hotel
Salonica. Those[wholwere[there
willl remember!( thel chaoticl se(]
quenceloflevents[which(led[our
photos[tolbe(taken by members
ofl thel family( rather( than( the
professional[whol[had(been(laid
on.[In[thellevent[the[IGroup
Photolwas[oneof the highlights
ofl Ithe[ lweekleénd, lculminating
theIsraelis(leadingis/in/signing:
“Whatlalbeautiful thing[it[is[to
have(brothers!”

PUBLICATION

Copyright.[ Nol morall rights
arel asserted[in[ this[ material.
Youlmayuselit[freelyforlbona
fidel family[lor[scholarly[ pur(]
poses, ON THE CONDITION THA
T YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THE SOUR
CE AND GIVE TIMELY AD-

VICE TO:

TheEditor

Miles[Saltiel

Flat[®ne; 26GloucesterSquare
London w2 2TB

ENGLAND

B&Max(ll  + 44 171 262 6498
E-MAIL: SHEALTIELGAZETTE(@COMPUSERVE.
COM

Software Desktop! published in
Microsoft (MS)[ Word![ for[ Win[|
dows 7.0[®[and[CorelDraw! 6.0
®.

Clipart Materiall lmayl linclude
graphics(based(on(dlipart[© New
VisionTechnologiesInc.

TrueType® fonts

Monotype (MT)(Plantin™
MT!Old[StyleBold [Qutline™.
MSSymbol™.

Body/texts
Title
Greek
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Hebrew Biblescript, Galaxie Software. |
B &Fax
EDITOR Flat[One; + 62 6408
Miles(Saltiel 26(Gloucester[Square 44 171 262 049
FOUNDER London w2 2TB E-MAIL: SHEALTIELGAZETTE@
SHEAUTIEL Vibeke[Sealtiél Olsen ENGLAND COMPUSERVE.COM
GAZETTE EDITORIAL PANEL PATRONS
THE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL H.E.[Ambassador Martin Best Maurice Jeannette, & AndréeSaltiel
OF THE FAMILY NETWORK Mordechai/Arbell Aviva Saltiel Maurice Saltiel
Miles Saltiel Moshe Shaltiel/Gracian

ProfessorYosef Kaplan

My remarks on THIS PAGE Cusuallydraw

together(thelcontentofthe Gazetrelatlissue.

Butlinlthis[editorial [Ifchoosetolexamine

one[ofl thelissues[arising[at[Salonika[and

subsequently.‘This[is[the[question[ofwhy

thoseCof(us[involvingCourselveswith[fthe

familyhavedonel[50.[Ifamhotleasywith

public[discussionof[jpersonalmotivation,

as[Iltecognisethelextentto[Whichmanylof
us[take[publiclactionforVery[private[teall
sons.[Sufficelit[tol$ay thatfor[most[of s,

our[JpersonalCmotivationdoubtlessJarises

outloflalmixtureof pastfandpresentperl]
ceptions/oflourimmediate family.

ih

Morwarion ox THE pART [of(thefamilylas

alwholemay[beleasier[to[discern. Jewish

families[over[the[past[twolmillenniaChave

beenlfosomeléxtentlamodellofiwhatmany

familiesCarebecoming[lover[the [last[itwo

centuries. Jewishfamilies(havelalwaysbeen

disrupted 'by[migration &l$sociallcatastrol]
phe.0'This[Ohas[been[] the condition[] of
many—ifThotmost—sincelthe[dislocations

ofltheldiscoverylofithe New[Worldland[the

industrialrevolution.[Jewish families[have

contrived[tolhold[together[Wwith[aTiniversal

literacyJandClinternational Ccommunication

links.Solfoohave families(in(the World(as(d

wholelhas[literacy has[becomemore com[]
monlandlcommunicationsimproved.

In[thelmost[recentdecadesbothprocesses
havellintensified.[FamiliesChavebeen[dis[]
ruptedbyJacceleratingIgeographicalJland
socialCmobility,withchildren[often[living
hundreds—ifl] not] thousands—ofl] miles
away[from(their parents[andfollowingloc[]
cupations[undreamedofl by the previous
generation.[At(thesame timelhew[patterns
of Jfamilyfformation &[lselflidentification

havel[] emerged:[] single[parent] families,

same[sex[liaisons[andother[suchmovelties.

Weloffsetthe centrifugal forcelof[theselde ]
velopmentsJwith[] cheapintercontinental

phonelcallsCandlairltravel—aslinexpensive

to[Chicagolhas[to[Paris,[$o[I[discover—as

welllas[such(telativelymovelmedialasfaxes,

eltnails,[and[the[Internet.CAmid[all[these

socialJinnovations Jand[ithe[IstressesJthey

create,[therefemain[somehuman(éternals.

PrincipalCamongthesellisCour[searchfor

meaninglandlourneed forfand impulselto

offerfinqualified love. These[find [¢ontem[]
porary[] expression[] in[] the[] selfféesteem

movementlorthe outpouringlofigrieflatthe

deathlofPrincessDiana.

ih

WE SHEALTIELS ARE BLAZING[our[own [frail
throughlthel$amejungle—theldislocations
offmodernlife—andlinsearchloflthe[same
destination—al] place[] ofl] meaning[] and
safety.[Welarelreinventing[our[family[by
searchingout[kinsmenandbffering[them
what1lhavel¢alledthe*virtual family”.[By
this(Imeanmolchallenge[to[the [Authenticity
offourroots. Ratherldodhave[in[mindlour
increasing[reliancelonlelectroniclinksfand
our(redefinitionlaslalhybrid form, withmeil]
ther[J the[Junconditional ] commitment[] of
blood[telations, ot the absolute[discretion
attachingtolourchoicelofTfriends.Thislis
the[journey[welhave[begunland[whichlthe
success[of[theSalonicalreunion[solrein[]
forced.InlitCwearesustained byl experil]
encesWhichlarelsingular(fothefamily—the
namelandfts[implications;the Sephardim—
the[JexpulsionlfromJSpain;Jthe JJews[Jat
large—theHolocaust[land [links to[Israel;
andallCofCmodernChumanity—dispersion,
dislocation,landthe [ search [ for[loveland
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meaning. (It[slalthrillingjourney, onWwhich welhaveldonelwell[folaunchlourselves.
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SALONICA SPECIAL

Herelvelveproducelthelslides supporting theintroductory presentation|givenlby
Miles SaltiellatithelopeninglsessionlatSalonicalon 4 Fuly 1997.
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AlGathering/ofithe Shealtiel Clan/in(Salonica

Thislarticlelisibasedlon(theltranslation of avecentlarticle 2oritten by historian Mz
chaellHalevy, publishedlin Allgemeine/JiidischeWochenzeitung,

7l August 1997.

THE MAGIC WORD/[that[Jovercame[lall[Jbarriers,
was cousin—the members[of(theShealtiel[family
(alsolknownlas[8altiel,[Sealtiel,[ Shaltiel,[Sealtiél,
Scieltiel,[ Chartiel, Saltellilétc.)[émbarked[on[the
longljourneyfrom[their(varioushomesl[across 16
countries,[tobelin[Salonika for(thelsecondlgath[]
ering(of(their[family.

Quitel[ lan[‘achievement considering[ that[ not[Jso

longlagoleveryl Shealtiel[ believed himselfl to[be

thelonly[ bearer[ of’ this name[ world[wide. But

since |Miles[]Saltiel ] (London), IMoshe[IShaltiel

Gracian/[ (Chicago),[ Vibeke[ Sealtiél Olsen[ (Aml |
sterdam)[] and[] Mauricel] Saltiell] (Villiers(sur(]
Marne) (began(their(search(for(thedescendants/of
King[ David,[ thel size[ bfl thel family[ has[ steadily

grown.[|Over[the[jpast few[years more[ than[la

thousand(] cousins[| havel] beenl discovered[] in

twentylsix[countries.[Thelfamilyhaslitslown[gel|
nealogicall] tracing[ ] service[ | and[ | publications—

Shealtiel Gazetteland Le[Trait'd’Union.

Anl[ Israelil jproducerlis[ currentlyl working[ on[a

threelhour(film[for(the(BBCland Israeliltelevision

about[Jthis[lremarkableIfamily. IMoshe[IShaltiel

Gracianlhas[been[diligently[ pestering[ humerous

researchers! for[ years tol comb[the Spanishlarl]
chives[in[Jsearchofl family[ members[land[ their

deeds.[Solitlwas[that(helsucceededlin tracing(the

Shealtiel family[tolthe[Spanish town[of[ Gerona,

as[welllas[the[datelof 12th[October, 1061 [as(being

thefirstdeferenceltod Shealtiellon[Spanish(soil.

Welllknown [ experts[ from[Israel3werelinvited[to
attend(the(family(gathering. Iris[Fishof,[¢urator(of
Jewishlstudieslat(the IsraellMuseum, spokelofithe
magnificent[] fourteenth] centuryl] illuminated
manuscript, [ thel]Shealtiel | Haggadah[](Brother
Haggadah), mowlin[the[British[Museum. Shlomo
Shaltiel,[historian of[ Jewish[ Life of(the[late[mel]
dieval(Eastern[Meditteranean, devoted himselflto
Kakyah! Shealtiel, an[important[ family member
who(lled[Jthe[lJewish[]community[]of[ 1Istanbul,
shortlylafter[theJews[werel[éxpelled [from[Spain.
DianaSommer,[Director(of(the Dorot[(Genealogy
Centre[ of [ Tel[Aviv, gavelanlaccount[ ofl Jewish
genealogicall practice, and[ Michael Halevy, Wwho

is[currently[éngagedlinlalresearch[project of the
Portuguesel] Community[ ] of[] Hamburg,[] spoke
about(the Sealtiél familylof(Hamburg.

It[waslin[Salonicalthatimembers[oflthe[Shealtiel
family(made[theirfhomes,[éven[prior[to the[Jew[]
ish[expulsion[from[Spain.[In 1580, thel family
founded[itheir[JownJcommunalsynagogue—the
Katalan Hadash, derisivelyl known[as FigolLoco
(Wild[Fig),[alnamelstilllused [ today. After[the
devastating[fire[of 1917,[inwhich[nearlylall the
city’s[ synagogues[werel[ destroyed, the[ Shealtiels
joined[the Siagogal Mayor and[played[alimajor
rolelin[thelreprinting[ofl the[prayer[booklinlacl]
cordancelwith[the[]Catalan[Jrite.[ Later,[ Imany
Shealtielsleftland[emigrated(tolall[¢orners oflthe
world.[[Decades[later,[ those[ remaining[ became
victims[Jof[/the/German[]extermination /policy.
Sixty[three[IGreek[Shealtiels[lare[ listed[lin[TYad
Vashem.

Overlthelcenturies, many[Shealtielsturned(their
backsLon[the(faith[of(their[forefathers.[(However,
justlas(their[Portuguese[Spanish(blood[was[more
important[than/(religion[to[the[first_Marranosl[in
Northern[Europe,solit(is[that/the[Shealtiels[well
comelalllwholregard themselves(ds(a[cousin.

Thelfamily[and[thel $malll Jewish[ community[of
Salonicalgathered/inlamoving/¢ceremony!(to/com!]
memorate(those members[oflthefamily wholwere

murderedlin(thellast[war: 120[from[Holland, 63

from[Greece, 54[from France,six[fromItalyland

five [ from[ Germany.[The commemoration[ took

placelin[thenewJewish[¢cemetery.[Thelold[¢emel
tery, [ with more[than[halfl almillion[graves, had

been/desecratedland(destroyed(by/the Germans.

Therelis[talkloflanother[teunionlinBarcelonalin

threel years! time—thosel whol attended[Salonika

werelcertainlylénthusiasticlabout(thelidea. Every!]
one, [ particularly the[young,[felt[proud[to[belha

member[ofl the[ Shealtiel family.[And[this[ sentil]
mentlislan/énduring(one.
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Reflections of Eduardo/Motola/Saltiel
Ed MotolalreflectslonthelSecond Internationall Shealtiel family lreunionlin
Thessaloniki,| Greece, July 1997, whilelflyinglover(the marsheslofl Labrador, at

35,000!feet.

I SPENT TEN YEARS[ playing[Jacques[ Cousteaulin
thelworld's[dceans(as(alyoungloceanographer(bel]
foreI[settled [outloflthe [plankton/and/anchored(to
thelshorelandlalfamily.[ Scubalmetaphors[come
naturally[to[me.[This[long[ flight[is[like hanging
on(theldecompressionllinelafter(a[veryldeep(dive:
timel[ Itol Ireflect; Jtime[ Jto[Istop[land[Icount[ the
breathslandlobservelalllthatlis[hormally(taken(for
granted; [ Jtime[to[ ithank([lGod[ ifor[Isafel jpassage
through theladventure,for(knowledge [gained(and
renewedhopefelt; time tolpeerlintoltheldarkness
below([landlgazelllongingly[Jup(lat[thellfeeble
sunlight/penetrating(the[murky[solitudeand[with
appreciation(see(the(sunlagain/bursting(through.

Why Reunions?[IGiving[ birth[is[suchl al painful

process. Butlwhat/rewards! Rememberinghow!(I

felt[ after[ attending! my! first[ reunion[in Amster[
damlin 1994, I[Wwaslexhausted/butlelated.[After

much(labour,[Amsterdam(gave birth[told[series(of
locallteunions/and (much(desearchlabout/ourfam[]
ily.[This[!'child"[trequired[allot[ofl attentionand

care,[ but[shelgave back much[lovelin[ return.

Could[ Il dolitagain[in[ Salonika?[ Salonikahas

helpedmelremember(that(I[¢an(lovelthelsecond

childlas[much/as(the(first,[and[that[love[grows as

thefamily(éxpands.

Catchinglbriefinaps, Ilamlawakenedby[troubled

dreamslaboutlgenealogyland[provisionall¢onnecl |
tions[ between[ lines[ of Shealtiels.[ Driven[ byl a

compulsive addiction[ to[ sort[outl such[ puzzles,

theldreams(will[hot[golaway[quickly[despite[the

otherl[aspectslofllife[that_demand[myl attention:

work, [ Ichildren, [ lwife[ Jand[Ichurch. JAlthough[I

worked[for 20lhoursaldaylin[ Salonika, it[iwas

trulylalvacation(to[get(farlaway/fromthoselother

responsibilities/for[a few(days.

Whatlis(thisthing[called [family [llextended family

seldom(seen, [dispersed(and(diverse, butlintensely

felt,[thatwould[causeme(toleave home,[wifeland

childrenland[devote [ so[ much[ effort?[l..for this

causelIshalllJaliman(leave[father[‘andimother...

Whatlis[themotivationfor[which[Miles[of T.on[]
donland[Moshel[of (Chicagoinvest/somuchheart

and[soul?[And[notjjustfor alfewweeks[likeme,

but[¢tonstantly overthelcourseloflyears, theylin[]
vest[$o much(that[theyl can't[justify the cost/but

can't[stop[either. It's[ bigger[ than[they[ are[and

consumes/them, thenlénvelopes/them/lin[its[love

andfillsthem.

Whyldid[theyldo[it?[Whyldid[1[come? What[will

weldowith(allloflthis information,and[with[these

memories? There were[too[manylhewlattendees

forlmeltolmeet[themlall.[(Was[I[too busy[gather[]
inglin[ancestry[ tol[ get[to[ knowl[ their[ posterity?

HowlcouldIhave donelit[differently?[Will[there

belanother[opportunity?

Memoirs(ofifSalonika

In[Salonika,Ilsaw[the homelandlof y[grandfal]
ther,[ changed, butlagain/thelsame.[It[looks[s0
muchnowllike [the[MexicolCity helmoved[to has
become:[streetvendors, family[tun(stores,neigh]
bourhoods(fulllof(locallcommerce, ¢cafes and life
onl(thelstreets.[Solmuchambience. Somuch(c¢ull]
ture.[Solmuch/life.

Ilvisited[the[cemetery,[and [knowing[that[thelold
tombshadbeen(lost,I[éxpectingmnothing. [Butlwe
foundlalimemoriall plaque[bearingthe hames[of
mylgreat grandmother's family. Inspired, I[Jsat
down[with[my[motherlandlcousinl Enrique, and
duglthroughlthe newlyltranslated and[compiled
databaseof[ birth, deathland[marriage[ records
from[Greek[Salonika,[ the result of two [years of
determinedleffort[landJdogged[investment. We
found(thel[death[certificate of(their[grandmother,
HanaNahamalde[8altiel.[Therelon[paper,[was(a
living[ memorial[tolher[eéxistence, and[anlanchor
tolour(past.

And(on(the/HolocaustitMemoriallat/the/cemetery,
Ilplaced(aldiskette ¢ontaining(all[the names[oflall
oflour(family(trees,and(all(the(translated records,
names|that[will[some[daylnheed[to[belcorrelated
with(what has[been(tecorded/on/the[RollloffHon!]
our,[alimemorial[ not[only  tolthose whol were
deported,butltolall[whoseleéxistence hasbeenlas(]
similated(into(the fabricloflourmishpacha.

My(Living/Cousins

Thel living:[Iso[ imany[ lcountries,[lso[many[ lan[]
guages,[so[many(types.[Welhaveldispersed/again,
and[this[generation[of post[war[survivors bred[a
diverseland(talented family. Assimilated[into[new
cultures,[Jthe[/Dutch(Jare[ Itypically[ /Dutch,[Ithe
Frenchllquintessentially[ [French,[ithe[ British[Iso
very[Brit, the[Americans(amelting potloflAmeril]
cana, and[éach[Greek, Bulgarian, Israeli,[Yemenl[|
ite,[Canadian,[Mexican,[Argentine, Ttalian, Swiss,
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Dane,[Belgian, Malaysian,étc.[looks and[sounds
justllike[their[fellow[¢ountrymen, Wwithin[theltype
orldiversity typical ofl their(hewhomeland. And
whether[ Protestant, CatholicLor[ Mormon,[ Jew![]
ish,[ Secularlorl Agnostic, and ' however[we[pracl]
ticeLour[faith Within[those[broad[definitions,[we
havellcome[Jtolbehavellsoimuchllike Jourllcol]
religionists( that[iwelstruggle[fto[ be[sensitivel[ to
eachlother's(diverse beliefs.

Suggestions for(the Future

Thelprofessionallflavour[oflthese pasttwolinter!]
nationall teunions/ can[nhotleasilybelteproduced.

And[who[will stand[thelcost? Evenl though[ive

shall[belobligatedlat[some[point(tolcelebrate our

return byl going[to[Spain,landlinl[alsimilar[com![]
memoration,(to Eretz[Israel,[1[wouldlappreciatela

different(focus[during(the [hext few[years.[Having

focusedlduringlthellast[twolreunions/on:[finding

our[ common! roots, commemorating our Holol
caust/dead,ldand[éxploring/ourlancient heritage,as

wel approach[thelnew[ agel ofl the millennium, 1

would(love(tolseellis[howl[celebrate ourldiversity

and[the[culturallidentities[ we[ have[ assimilated

throughlour new!( dias[]

plexity[lofl languages,[ religions,[lages,[ leconomic
levels,etc.,[letfusprovide[more opportunities[to
forge mewl(links.

In[GreecelWweldiscovered[thatimuchlof the[food
was[reminiscent[of(theLadinolcuisinelour(fore[
mothersprepared, Jand Cwhich ‘manyof us[re[]
member(fondly fromlourlyouth. Another[¢ultural
iconforCwhich many[lof[us[haveJpreserved[la
common [ affectionlis[the[gameloflbackgammon.
Foodlandlgames/transcend(thellanguage barriers
and[Jspeakllalluniversal languagel lofl ‘smiles/ ‘and
laughterland[fun. Ilsuggest(d[friendly[competition
at[the mext[reunion, fulllof ¢hip slappingland(dice
throwing,landlifltherelislaldeficit, let[uis_donate
the[profits of those [ Who[¢chose[to[gamblelat[this
ancient/game.

Onelof[ the[ great successes[ofl this[reunionivas
thelamplel time[to[socialise and[ visit[ with[ each
other.I[was[solimpressed[tolseelthelcircle[of 20
or(solyouthlon(the(last[évening[planning[theirful]
ture together.[ Il want[to[ belsurel that[ the next
event offers(thelkindlof(vacation[worth[the(sacril]
fice[ofl bringing[ all imy[ children, and[yours, not
justl] grandparents] and

pora.

morel] rusticl] reunion,
notlIstaged[for(lallfew
days(atldanleéxpensive(hol]

“Onelofthe greatisuccesses

What[/IlJenvision[Jis[/a Qﬂjhis reunionlwas!the am!

pleltimetolsocialise with
eachother”

for[the wealthy. I[sugl]
gestlwe [tefrain/from(live
scholarly[lpresentations,
and[instead[jpreparelin
advancelJal Imultilingual
issueloflalreunion mews|( |

tellinlalmemorialthome[]
land[tol[celebrate our[ancient[ culturall identity.
Forlthelsamel cost, let[u1s[spendlanlentire[week
based(atlalkibbutzlinIsrael,fol[celebrateournew
gathering.[ Focused[ onl celebrating[iwho[wel are
now,[I[proposelactivities[Where[Wweinteract(more
with[each[other.[ Israel'sl abundance ofl cultural
and[natural(recreation opportunities(would/easily
enticemanywho(havemot/previouslyldttended.

Onelthing(the[Shealtielshave[nhol[problem[doing
is[communicatinglover[almeal,[regardlessof the
language.[Solletuis[prepareliealsforéachlother
tolsharelburlacquiredlas[welllas traditional culil]
narylcuisines. [ Similarly, ' we[¢couldlorganise[plays
and(skits(whereWwe could[spoofithe iiniqueness[of
thelcdultureswelhavelassimilated.[Welcouldbenel]
fit(from[havinglalgood[laughlatlourselves. Field
trips, [ Jtours[Jand[]excursions[Jwould[/build[new
bonds[between(thefamily.[Considering[thecom[]

letter[] translated[] into
French, Hebrew, English, Spanish, Dutchl and
Greek.[Allow[more[time [to [Visit, morelévents(that
elicitlinteraction,more(ofla delebration.

%3

DURING THE COURSE OF[the next(fewlyears,I[in[]
vitelalllofuis[to communicate[more[frequently,via
gazetteland[thelinternet[web/[site, lettersandlel]
mail.[Organisellocallreunions[ that[celebrate[the
qualities ofllife[in[your own[¢countries. In[the US,
Ilpropose[welorganise a[summer[¢camplatonelof
thelgrand[National [ Parks of(the[American[west.
Orlwhyl[not[join[with[other[sports enthusiasts(in
thefamily(ata[Club[Medlin(the Caribbean?

Ilinviteyour(feedback.
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Kakyah/Shealtiel of Constantinople

Thelfollowinglis basedlonlallecture éntitled: The! Religious and| EconomicLeader!]
shipLof! the Jewish Commumnity: Rabbil Eliah! Mizrahi and Kakyah! Shealtiel,
given by ShlomolShaltiel, atlthe reunionlin(Salonikalon 4" Fuly 1997.

THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE labsorbed[ tensofl ithou!]
sandslofl Jewslin[the 15%[to 16™[Ccenturies/who

wandered from[western[ Europeltolthe[Balkans.

Twolfactors¢combined(to producelthismigration

which[ continued[ for[some 150[years. Thelfirst

stemmed/[ from[social, leconomiclland[ religious

changes[Europelwas[éxperiencing, (which[height[]
ened(thelpersecutionlandlexpulsions.Thelsecond

is[ connected! tol thel ascendancyl ofl the Muslim

Ottoman/(state,and(its(teadiness[tolabsorbimmil]
grants and[ treat[ foreigners[ tolerantly, aslit[ rel]
quired manpower[ andimoney. Thel immigrants

foundlalsafehaven(there,[and[alchance(toléstabl]
lishthemselves/économically.

Exiles[ from[ Franceland Ashkenaz, and|refugees
from(the 1391/decreeslin/Spanish[Catalonia, were
received[with[some[teservations/by(their Romanil |
otelbrethren, the(Jewishlinhabitants(oftheByzanl |
tine[ Empire.[The Sephardic Jews among[ them,
mostof whom[ werelJeducated,Jacquired[al rel]
spectable[ standing[ both[ among[ Ottomans,[Wwho
employed[ several of them[ as[ doctorsl and[conl]
sultants, [ Jand [ Jamong[ Itheir[ ]Jewish [ lpeers,[lwho
soughtltheir(society.

%)
Thelorganisation of the communities

ThelJewish Communitylin[the 16%[century Ot[]
tomanl ] EmpirelJwas[]splitlJupllinto[]secondary
communities, kehalim.1 Thelllatter[]established
autonomousl institutions, with[the[ government’s
authorisation.[] This[] separatist[] organisational
structure(derived from thelsocialtraditionof(par(]
ticularism(which(the Sephardicléxileshadbrought
with[them,and[was(linked to[the[migratory procl]
ess:[immigrants[ tol al new[ country preferred[ to
dwelllAmong[ their compatriots.[TThis[ Aspiration
suited[thel[ conception[ of the[Ottoman[ regime,
which[] organised(] alll] of(]its[] subjects—T urks,
Greeks,[Jews, and[others—into[professionalldssol]
ciations[] orl[] guilds,[] possessed[] of(] all relill
gious/culturallicharacterJand[Jalllegalland[ fiscal
status.

Eachl tommunity[dwelled[inlits[6bwn[heighbour[]
hood,[called[a mahalle in[Turkish[(Hebrew: kall
hal).[Theltentrallinstitution[was/the[synagogue,
andlalongsidelit[were[the other[communallinstil]
tutions,[ suchlasthe Talmud[Torah,[ studylhall
and[yeshiva, public[bath, souplkitchen, and[so
forth.[Over[time, thefirstlimmigrant communil]
ties[ splitfup [intol several dozen[ communities[in
thellarger[cities.[ \Whoever[wished[to[join[the
communityl had[to[payl taxes tol[the king[land
kakyah. Inlthe Ottoman[Empire,lalJew[wasfor[]
bidden(tollivelin[the[city[ without[ belonging[to
oneloflthe[communities. At[times, communities
refused(tolaccept[poorimmigrants, evenlif(they
came [ from[the samel[city[Loflorigin.[In[comparil]
son,[ wealthy mewcomers[ werel lalways[lin[ great
demand.

Cultural,JsocialJand [economicmotivations,[Jas
welllas[ particularlinterests connected[ with[ per[]
sonallenrichment[ and[ competition[ for[ positions
of power, [ produced[$schisms[inthe[community.
Disputesllover! tax[ ‘assessments[ multiplied.[The
influx[oflimmigrants(led to the founding[of hew
communities,Jand [ the [partition[ofl older[lones.
Evenlthelfires[which[sometimeslignited[in[cities
with[Wwoodenlhouses, suchlas[the[conflagrations
of 15450in[Salonikalin 1545land 1573n[Constan(]
tinople, [ Juprootedpopulations(]and[1brokellup
communities| whichhad[resided[in[al particular
mahalle.

Thel communities’[ veteran[leadership[were[1sul
allylinterestedin[ perpetuating[ the[ divisions, for
both!personallandlsocial,[¢culturallandtraditional
reasons. In[ contrast,. manylindividuals[strovelto
establishlajoint[leadershipforlall[the[communil]
tieslinlalgivenl[city, [which(becamela matter ofnel]
cessity.['Thelimpulses towards[Iseparatism/[Jand
unification [ manifested themselves[ differently_in
thell cities[] of[] Constantinople[] and[] Salonika.
Constantinople’s[ Jewish[ populationwas[divided
fairlyevenly between Sephardic land Romaniote
Jews,land[the[communities[were[linable[tolagree
onlaljoint[leadership. In[Salonika, however,[the
Sephardim predominated, which[ fact[eased[ the
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creation[ ofl anloverarchinglorganisational [ frame(]
workuniting[the various/communities.

Tradition(and(custom/in Sephardicland Ro!l]
maniote/communities

Theléncounterbetween Sephardicland Romaniote

Jewsltinderscored(the[socialland[¢cultural[distincl ]
tions/between[them.[The Romaniotesladhered(to

Ashkenazil customs. The Ashkenazi influencelon

this[ communityl derived from[ the[ period[when

partsofl Greecel ‘and[ Crete[ werel controlled[ by

Venice, and RomaniotelJewish(scholars/studied(in

thelyeshivaslof(northern(Italy,suchlas(thatlof(Pal]
dua,headed(by Ashkenazim.The Sephardiclwere

setlapart/from/theirlRomanite(peerslin(anumber

oflways: (by(thellaws[of kashrutland(tituallslaughl]
tering; [ byl different(versions[ ofl the[prayers;[and

bylassorted daily(practicesland laws. During(their

sojournlinlItalylon[theliwayltolthe  Balkans,[the

Sephardim|absorbed[thelspiritlofithe[Renaissance,

and[uponl(theirlarrivallinlthe hew[ countryl they

sought(tolimplementl¢ustoms/and(fashions[which

hadlbeenlinfluencedby(the(spirit[oflthe tfimes.In

preponderantly Romanil]

Jews, [particularlythosewhol¢ame[from Italy, had

beenlinfluenced by(thepermissivenesswhichprel]
vailedlin(their[countries(oflorigin[during/theRen[
aissance.[The Romaniotes,in[¢contrast, were[more

conservative and[fearfulloflinnovation,[regarding

thellatteras(licentiousness(whichleéndangered(the

unitylofithemation. Thus,forléxample, Sephardim

weremot(strictlabout(relationsbetweenthe(sexes,

and[]permitted[] cohabitation[ ] between(]couples

before[the[wedding. Despite[theirlopposition[to

thelJpractice, [ imany Romaniotes werel forced[to

comel] tol] terms[] with[] this[] reality.[] Their

apprehensions/were[not/ without[ grounds. Aslin

any[migratory[society, bachelors bf shadylorigin

aboundedlin[Turkey. Younglhewcomers without

financial (backing[sometimes[sought(tomarrylinto

respectableIfamilies,[ land[Jenteredlinto[liaisons

with[ women[ without[ thel parents’[ consent.[ No

small Jnumber[]oflIpersonaltragedies[Iresulted.

Somelofl these[ generated publicl scandals3vhich

rocked(all[ofl the[Jewish[communities[in[the [ Ot[]
toman[ Empire.[[The/Artaldisputelis[al caselin

point.

Arta,[]in[] Epyrus,[1was

otellocales, the Sephardic

homeltolthree[commul(]

(1% o
Jews[] accepted(] the The ES'ephardzm [Werelset nities of Tralian [origin,
GreekLpra_ctices, Candlin a p art wom 't h eir one SephardicJandone
areas( ] whichl] hadl]ab[] . Romaniotel | community.
sorbedlarge[lwaves[lof R omanziote @)eers [by mh e The Romaniotes!] were

Sepharadim, (] heavy
pressure(waslexerted(on
the Romaniotes.

laws of Rashrutland by dif |
ferentdaily prayers”

farmers,[] “settledl] in
their[castles[and[court[]
yards,[wholdid[hot[del]

ConstantinopleJin[Jthellearly 16%[]centurylwas
characterised[bylan(established Romaniote[ajorl]
ity.[[Thellcommunity[ was[ headed[ byl lal rabbil]
leader, wholeéxercised greater[authorityland(left[a
Romaniotelimprintlon[theJewish[population.The
Sephardiclimmigrants(were[¢constrained[tolaccept
practices(which[were[fhot(to their(liking. Towards
the(mid(16%[century,[Wwith[thelarrival[of(the[Porl]
tuguese,[ Jews[ from/[the[Iberian[ peninsulalover(]
took[their Romaniote[brethrenhumerically.Their
economiclsuccesslalsolaugmented(theirlinfluence,
and[led[tolthelimposition[oflalculturalland(relil]
gious] lifestylel] which[] was[] predominantly
Sephardic.[In[¢contrast,[in[Salonika,whichhadlall]
ways featured(a Sephardiclmajority, the Sephardic
cultural[traditions[prevailed [ from[the butset, as[]
similatingithe Romaniotelland Ashkenazilltradil]
tions.

Thelrelationsbetween the sexes/providelanlaccull
rate[portrait[of(the(differenceslin(backgroundland
social’¢onventions.In(¢itiesin[which(the different
ethnicl groups[began[tolintermingle, these[iwere
thelJcauselJofl thelconsiderablelstrife. Sephardic

viate[from/(the[customs/ofitheirfathers”. Bylcom[]
parison,[Ithe[/Italians[ldisregarded[Ithe[Jlaws[]of
modesty, [ Ipracticed[ Imixed[dancing,[land[ lwere

considered(toview(thehonourlofimarried (women

lightly. [ iGivenl that[ they[ were[ the majority,[ the

Romaniotel minority[were[compelled(to[violatelits

ownlcustomsland[permitlits/daughters(to/cohabit

with[their(fiancesbefore(the[Chuppah.

Al few[ girlsChappened[tol getl pregnant[ without

benefit[of_imarriage. All the inhabitants ofl Arta,

Sephardimland Romaniotes, lrose luplin[larms.

Xenophobialerupted,land/the[guilty[parties[were

handedover[to[the[ gentile[authorities for punl]
ishment.[The Romanioteslaskedthe[Torah[scholl]
arsloflConstantinople[and[Salonikaltoléxcommu/]
nicate[the[guilty.[Stringent[ordinances[werelen[]
actedlin[the[town.[Althoughl(the[Italian[Jews[tunl[]
derstood the(seriousness ofthelincident, they(te ]
fused(tolacceptlthelrestrictive drdinances.

TheRabbi, leader(of the communities—his
role,status/and/the paymentof ‘Rabbi Tax’
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As[thelauthoritylofl thel[joint[framework[liniting

alllthe[Jewish[communities[grew(in[strength, the

Jews[demanded[that[thel[regime trecognisetheir

autonomy.[Theylalso asked[tolbelallowed[tolap[]
point[ al chiefl rabbil asl leader,[ promising[in[ex!]
change(to[pay(thelstate[‘rabbiltax’.[RabbiMoshe

Kafshali,[the Romaniotelleader(in(Constantinople,

was[appointed [ frabbilleader’ofl alll Jewish[ com![]
munities[in[the[ Ottoman[Empire. Thelappoint/]
ment(waslalsignificant/achievement[for[the[Jews,

aslit[symbolised[thelrecognitionof Jewish auton[]
omyllin[JConstantinople[Jand[Ithe Jempire[las[]a

whole.ThelJews[wanted[their(leader(torepresent

them /[ vis(alvis[lthe[jgovernment[with[ regard! to

taxes, and [to [arbitrate[disputes/concerning/thelinl |
ternalldpportionment(of(the tax[burden.

ThelStrugglefor Ethniclhegemony

Constantinoplelwaslin the midst[oflalprocess[of
development[ and[ renovation,[ and[ many[ of’ the
Jews[wholhad[been[dislocated [ from[their(home(]
landslquickly prospered[there.[Some[ ofl them,
principally_members[of{ the Karaitel community,
werel lwealthyl land[engaged[Jin[ I money(lending,
whereas[ ] thel] majority

Karaites[beputlin herem[(excommunicated), and
Rabbi Moshel[Kafshali, thel[rabbilleader, bowed
tolthelpressure.

Thelbanldamaged(the Karaites, as[well as the
livelihoodsloflthe Sephardiclteachers. Thellatter
werelconstrained(to(distance(themselves(from(the
Karaites,and[theywerenolonger[welcomelin(the
homesloflwealthy Romaniotes.[With[theldeathl[of
Rabbil Kafshalil Jand [ lthe Jappointment[Jof Eliah
Mizrahilto(the postiofitabbilleader,the Sephardim
anticipated[alturnaround.[The[$election ofl Miz[]
rahi,[]in 1496, Iborelwitness[Ito[Jthellincreased
Sephardiclinfluencelin(the city.[Asleader(oflallthe
communities, RabbilMizrahiladoptedlalpolicyLof
unificationland[conciliation, ‘and worked [for[in[]
ter[eéthniclamity, acceptanceloflthe Karaitesland
thelabsorptionoflthe Sephardiclimmigrants[into
thelsocietylofl veteranlinhabitants. Thelteachers
requested(that[the/ban[beltemoved,and[Mizrahi
acceded.[In[$oldoing,[he[wrought(alfar(reaching
changelin[thelinternal(relations/among(the[Jewish
public.[Hislopponentslamong/the Romanioteshad
nol choicelbut[tolacceptl thel decision,[ yetl their
opposition[didmot/wane. It[transmuted/intolallal
tent[Jdiscontent, Jwhich

werel] craftsmenl] who
joined[thelcity’s[profes[]
sionallguilds.[Soon/after
thelarrival of[the [ first
Sephardicl] immigrants,
twol controversies arose

“Shealtiel belonged|to
thelgroupof Catalonian
Jewslwho soughtrefuge

Jfromlthe 1391 decrees™

continued[to[percolate
until(Jit[Jerupted[some
years[later, through(the
excommunication[]  of
Kakyah(Shealtiel.

inlithellcity, which[lex[]
posed(thel conflictinglinterestsLof Sephardim[and
Romanioteslin(the(struggle[for(eéthniclhegemonylin
thelgity.

Thelclimax(ofithe first/controversy—the Hel
remlagainst/theteachers

Thelleducated(Jindividuals[Jamong[ thel Irefugees
outshone( thelindigenous[ population, and[were
equallylexpertlin(secular(fields[and(the[Torah.[A
closelassociation[ formed[ between[Ithe[wealthy
Romaniotes land Sephardic melamdim (teachers).
Yetlthellatter[drew(closemotlonly(tothe Romanil]
otes,butlalsotothe Karaites, wholémbracedthem
withlopenlarms. [ Somel[of(the Romaniotes viewed
thelintroduction[of Sephardiclinfluenceland the
proximityofithe Karaitesiwith[alarm.Thel¢contro[]
versylexpressed[conflictingreligiousoutlooksand
alstrugglebetweentwo[socialimovements:[one of
theml[ preservationist, which[feared[the[cultural,
socialland[economiclascendancylof the Sepharl]
dim,‘and[thel[secondlmorelliberal, championing
ethniclintegration[and[theculturallintermingling
ofl1allllOttoman(]Jews.[1Thel[lconservativesldel]
manded(that[the[teachers[who[Wwere[servicing[the

Theléeconomicleader!(]
shipof Kakyah/Shealtiel

Almajorl¢risis/transpired(with[theléxcommunical
tionlof Kakyah!Shealtiellin[thefalllof 1518,[alban
which[was[revoked[some 18[months(later,(in(the
springlof 1520.[Wholiwas Kakyahl[Shealtiel, and
whatlrole[didhel[play?The hamelShealtiellindil |
cateslhis Sephardiclorigin,[and[presumably[Sheall]
tiel[belonged [ tolithe group of Catalonian[ Jews
wholsoughtlrefuge[from/[the 1391[decrees.The
latter[Isettled [in[ Turkish[|Adrianopolous(inl the
early 15[ century, andlmigrated/tol Constantinl]
opleluponlits(conquestbyltheOttomans(in 1453.
Shealtiel[Jwas[lappointed kakyah around 1498,
soonlafterEliah[Mizrahi’s[appointment(as/tabbil]
leader.[The kakyahlénjoyedlalloftyland respectl]
able[position.[Eliah[Mizrahil¢alled him[fthe[gov(]
ernor’,[for[ShealtielChad[access to the[Sultan’s
court.[ He was[alman[of hoblelimien, 3whowas
commissioned[ tolservelas[anladvocate and[gol]
between(the[[Jews[Jand[thelIgovernment.[ Eliah
Mizrahilwas[alreadylold [and[tired, and had[diffil]
cultyl¢coping[with[the[burden(oflthe job. Shealtiel
waslappointed(by[the[Sultanlon[behalflofthe[te[]
gime. His[¢hiefltesponsibility [was(to ¢ollect taxes
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and[transmit[them/to[thelauthorities, yet/the ap[]
pointment[was[ requested[ byl thelJewish[leader(]
ship,and[constituted [ al significant achievement
for(the ¢ommunity.

Most bfl the populationl in[IConstantinople, in[]
cluding(the[ Jews,  iwas[ lorganisedleconomically

and[ sociallylin[ professionall guilds. Thelrolelof
the kakyah was([tolmanagelthe[practicallaffairsiof
thelguild.[Hellevied[taxes, and represented(the

guild tol thelauthorities. Internally, the kakyah

monitored (the integrityloflthe [guilddnd [the [quall
ityloflits[products,andjudgedand arbitrated(dis[ |
putes/among/members.Inladdition, heladminis/’]
tered[ thel guild’s[ charityl fund, which[extended

loans[lto needy ' members[land[ supported[Isoup

kitchens.The kakyah was(chosen/by(thel¢lders(of
thel guild[ from[ among[ themselves, and[ his[apl[]
pointment[tequired(thelconfirmationloflthelgov!]
ernment.[Alongsidelthe kakyah,[Wwholheaded(the

guild,[two[councilsloperated:[thel¢touncillofl eld[]
ers, Wwhosel members[werel[selected [ from/among

thel veteranlIcraftsmen,[land[ the longiah! coucil,

which[ presidedl over[ thelinternal[ matters[ ofl the

guild[] (collectingl I members’[ | debts;[ /monitoring

productlquality[and[the

Atltheltime[oflthe[great/Jewish[immigration[from

Spain,[manyl[of(the[(hewcomers required(licenses

tolopen/albusiness.Yettheselwereldifficulttoob[]
tain,either(becausel[they[were ¢considered crafts(]
men,lor[lbecausethe[veteran[membersof_the

guilds[did[everything[in[their[power[to[ prevent

newlmembers from[beinglaccepted, for fear[of
competition.[Theimmigrants, who found[the éx[]
isting[ guilds[ ¢losed/tolthem,[soughtlanladvocate

whol[Wwould[get[them/[permission[tolopenlalhew

guild,lor[persuade(theléxisting/guilds/to/sell[them

alwork[permit.[Shealtiel (fulfilled[this function, as

helwielded[ considerablel influencel both[in[ the

Sultan’s[¢ourt/andamong(thelguilds.

ThelJewish[communitylhadlachievedlanlimpor!]
tantvictory: the nification[ofl all the[communil]
ties[ under[ one autonomous/ umbrellal brganisal |
tion,whose[Trabbilleader, Rabbil Eliah[ Mizrahi,
represented[thelreligiouslauthority, while[Sheall
tiel,[] the kakyah,[] represented(] thel] secular[]
economiclauthority, and[acted on[behalfl of[ the
guilds.[Yet[thislachievement[¢conflicted [(with [eth[]
nic[Jallegiances.[I'Thellguilds[lin[/Constantinople
were[nhotlethnically[uiniform,and[the unification
oflallloflthe[professional

reliability[] of(] weights
and[measures;arbitrat[]
inglldisputes,[Jand[pre[]
venting[ Imembers[ from
turning(lto[Jthe[Icourts;
and[] overseeingl] the

“Shealtiel asthelinterme!
diarybetween!/thelregime
and theJewish|guilds of
Constantinople”

guilds[ran[afoulofl the
various/ lethnicllleaders’
aspirations/forlexclusive
hegemony.[] The Roll
represented
thel] veteran[] organisal]

maniotes!]

guild’sl] mutualll aid
fund).

The kakyahldidnotlcollect[thelrabbilleader[tax
(which[thel[Jews[paid[through(the[framework[of
theirllindividual[lcommunities), Jbutlrather[Ithe
economic| taxes[ associated[ with[ thel production
and[]commerce, JsuchJas[Ithe[lcommission]on
moneylchangingl and[ the[striking[ ofl coins, and
theltransit[tax[for pavinglandmaintaining[troads.
Byl virtue “ofl hisl responsibility[ for[ thesel taxes,
Shealtiel[] was[J the[] intermediary[] betweenl] the
regimeland/thoselguildslin[Constantinople[which,
dueltoJthe JewishJidentityJof their[Jmembers,
effectively[] constituted] ‘communities’.[] The
representatives Jofthe lcommunities of[artisans
werelincapableoflholding[theirlownlagainst[the
agents[of(the[regime,andJews[wereloccasionally
turned[ over[tol[thelgentile[ courts[without/being
affordedany[ kind “of protection[ by[ the Jewish
establishment. Kakyahl]Shealtiel[Iwas[ablel[]to
stand[up[to[ministerialldecrees,andto[get[them
rescinded. ] Through[his[connections[]and [ his
officiallstatus, he(derved(the Jews well.

tions—the(] tanners’
guild, [ Ithellsilk[weavers’[Iguild,[]etc.,[ Iwhile[the
Sephardicl] Jewsl] engaged! ] primarily[ ] in[] wooll
weaving. During[ the[first[part ofl Shealtiel’s[ten[]
ure,thingswentlsmoothly.The Sephardicipopulal’
tion, (which was[still[fewin[humbers[and[lacking
inléconomic¢lout, [didhot[¢constitute[althreat[to
Romaniotel lsupremacy.'The kakyah’s Sephardic
identity[ did[hotlinitially, therefore,[give[the Roll
maniotes pause. YetLoverlthe course of time, the
Sephardicl population becamelwealthy, and[ecol]
nomicl competition[accelerated.[[The Romaniote
artisans[becamelapprehensivelthat[the Sephardic
kakyahUwas[ favouring[ their Sephardicl .competil]
tors, and[exhibited opposition[tolhim. Affluent
merchantsland[craftsmen, Wwholservedlaslteach]
ers, kcantors,judgesand[agents_of__charity, sufl
fered Jfrom[Shealtiel’s[Jauthoritative lleadership
style,[(which[they(felt indercut(theirleadership [of
thelguilds.

Additionall factorssparked[opposition to[Sheall]
tiel. [His[twenty[year[tenure(as[a[tax[¢ollectorhad
renderedhim(rich.[Someloflthe[gratuities[which
werel channeled through[him[as[ bribes[ for[the
ministers, énded [uplinlhislown[pocket.[Inladdil]
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tion,Shealtiel[decided(to [transformhis[officeinto
allhereditaryJentitlement, which[hellcould[be[]
queath[tolhis[sons. This[was not[ an[accepted
practicelin(theOttoman/(guilds,linwhich[the[post
of kakyahlwasl(transferred fromlonelappointeeto
another,[at(the[willlof the[guild(members.[Many
came/tolresent/ Shealtiel,land[subsequently man/]
aged[to[have him[ excommunicated. Thel com[]
munities[Jthen[Isplitllover[lwhether[Jto[Isupport
kakyah, or[tolostracise him. His[adversaries/bel]
longed[tol[thelguild[leaderships,[chiefly[the Roll
maniotelones.[Who, then, 0verturned(theban?In
his[bid[tolrescind[the ban, Shealtiellapproached
thel¢communitylofficers, offering[toltelinquish his
exclusive[ control[land[ promising/ tol ‘consult on
everylmatter[with[communityland[guild officials.
Thel officials[ gatheredlin[ the[ Zaiton[ community
synagogue,[ and[thelpresiding[trabbi, [ RabbilEliah
Mizrahi,[persuaded(theml[to[revoke[theban. The
signatories on[thelletterloflreleaselin[Constantin[]
ople,[wherelalprocesslofimutuallassimilationhad
beenunderwayfor[someltime,[included imembers

ofléverylethniclgroup: Romaniotes, Sephardimland
Ashkenazim.

Accordingly,[ despite[ thel opposition[ of manyl of
theltesidentslof[Constantinople, Shealtiel[was(te[]
instated,and[theoffice kakyahlcontinued(tolexist

in[Constantinople formanylyears/to¢ome. Sheal]
tiel’s[victory[Wwas[alvictory[for[all[those[Wholhad

championed(Jtrans[¢communallland[trans[éthnic

organisation. Suchlorganisationhadbegun(ivith

thelappointment[ ofl alrabbilleaderlin 1455,[Who

represented[thelJewish[subjectslof( the[Ottoman

Empire, and[continued[with[inaugurationl[ofl the

officelof kakyah, which[symbolised[thelautonomy

oflthelleconomiclleadershiplof IConstantinople

Jews.

Itlappears(then,(that/thelcontributions[oflthe Rol]
maniote leader, [ RabbilEliah[Mizrahi, and[of( the
Sephardic KahiyalShealtiel, wereldecisive inunify[]
ing(the(Jews[of[Constantinople(socially,économil |
callylandethnically.

TheCryptol[Jews of NewMexico—[A[Sephardic

Legacy

Thelfollowinglislbasedlonlallecture given by Stanley M. Hordes, atthelveun']

tonlinlSalonitkalon 4" July 1997.

Editor’s note: [ Inlthelnormallcoursel of things, the

Salonical Reunion zvould havelbeen|delighted|toloffer.a

audiencel tol Drl Hordes’| remarkable! findings. Asl it

happened,| however, [ his remarks werelinadel relevant

toluslinithelinost/forciblelmmanner, \when he presented|to

hisUldiscoveryllofl Ithel lword! | “Shealtiel ™ —awritten! in

Laun[script—asl partl of two names annotating docul |
mentsLassociated with|the Crypto! Fews[ofl New Mex![ ]
1co. [ Thaslis[thelonly finding so| farllinking|the iame of
our_family tol this communiryl andtemains completely

unexplained. MS

INSULARITY AND ENDURANCE—one[|couldhardly
imagineltwo terms/that/¢could(better describelthe
experienceloflthe(cryptol[Jewish[(or(secret/Jewish)
communities| 0fl Iberialand[the New[World Lover
theld¢ourseloflthelpast/fiveldenturies. IDescendants
of(thoselwholwere[¢ompelled(toconvert from[Ju[]
daism[tol[ Catholicism[in[ Spain[ and[Portugallin
the 14%[land 15%[Icenturies[havel beenlfound
within(the New[Mexico[Hispano[¢ommunity.[Al[]
though[manyhavel assimilated[ into[ mainstream
Hispanol[Catholic[ (or[ Protestant) [ society,[ some
appear(tohave¢ontinued tolobserve Jewish(pracl]
ticeslin/their(temote mountain(villages,(or(in[their
urban barrios (neighbourhoods), withlor[without

consciousness(or(their converso(converted) family
heritage.

%3

INTERESTING AS IS THE HISTORY!( | of(] these[ indil]
viduals,[thelstoryl ofiLmylownlawareness| ofl their

existencelis[alsolintriguing. In 1980, whilelcoml]
pleting[ my[ doctoral [ dissertation, "Thel Crypto[]
Jewish[ Communityl of[ New[Spain, 16201649:[A

Collective[ Biography’,[Tlhadldrawn[uip[alvariety

ofldocumentary(sourceslin[Spain/and[Mexico,[in[]
cluding[linquisition[Jrecords,[Icivil[Jand [ criminal

courtlfiles, notarialldocuments,and(shippingland

immigration[ records.[They(led[tolalreconstrucl]
tion oflhow[the[SecretJews[ofiMexico(fitlinto(the

political,[Social, [religious(and [commercial[context

oflthelc¢olony.[Assuming/that, generation(by[genl(]
eration,[the conversos ofil New[Spain(graduallylas[]
similated(into[the mainstream[of{Spanish[Cathol]
liclsociety, [ eventuallylosing[ any[ uinique( ethnic

identity,[I[Wasinawarel[oflany[present/day/manil |
festations[ ofl crypto(Judaismlin[eéither[Mexicolor

the US[Southwest.

In 1981,Ilassumed(thelposition of[ New[Mexico
State[Historian, maintaininglan(officelin[the[Re[]
cords[Centreland[Archives(in[Santa Fe.Ilhadnot
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beenl(theremore(than(afew(weeksbefore Ibegan

tolreceive somelveryiinusual[Vvisitslin (my/office.

Peoplellfrom[Iwithin[Ithe JHispano[lcommunity

would[comelin,[ closeltheldoor[behind[them![to

makel certain[that[holonelcouldloverhear them,

then(leanlacross/myldeskland(whisper, “Soland[]
sollights/candles/onFridaylnights”,or[“soland so

doesn’tleat[pork”. Ilinitially[dismissed[these[peol |
plelasic¢ranks, butlover(the succeedinglweeksland

months/ thel wisits continued, during[ which[ the

Hispanos(representing(various(walksof(life, [from

different(parts[of[ New[Mexico, felt[compelled[to

relate[to[melstories/ of(their compadres oObserving

customs(suggestive [of(a[Jewish background.

Graduallylit(became[¢lear[thatI[shouldbeasking

myself’'some/¢riticallquestions. Could/it[belpossil]
blelthat[thelsamelphenomenon/that/I[havelstud!]
iedlin[the 17%(¢entury(Mexico—thatlalsecret(Jew! ]
ish[lcommunity—could[ havel survived over 300

years—and/in(a[placelas(distant/asNew[Mexico?

Oncel Il formulated[thelquestions, manyllother
piecesloflinformation[began(to(falllinto[place. 1
asked[my[Hispano![friendsland[¢olleaguesliflthey
hadlheard[oflsimilarlacl]

al Sephardicllegacy—vestiges[ still[ carried on[ by
descendantslof(¢ryptoJews[wholémigrated[tolthe
reunion[ as[early[as(the 16%[and 17%h[Centuries.
This[culturall remnant.spans[quitelalwidel[specl]
trumlof Hispano[society.[Atlone[extremelarein[]
dividualsCwho[are[biological[descendants ofl the
original 15™h[century conversos,but(tetainneither(a
consciousnessof their[Jancestral[faith,[ nor[any
vestigial[Jewish[¢ustoms. Thelotherlextreme, very
fewlinmumber, éncompasses/those wholprofess(a
retention oflal¢consciousness oflthe (family’s(Judal]
ism[and[who! continueltol observel Jewish prac(]
tices,either[openlylasJewsl[or(in[secretunder/the
coverlofl Catholicism/or[Protestantism.[Thelvast
majority, however,[ fall_into[lalmiddle category,
thosel/Catholics[ lor[ [Protestants/ whose[ families
displayl observances[ suggestive _ofl Judaism, but
with/nolknowledgelas(to[why(they/dolso.

%3

BUT HOWEVER WEAK ORI strong[ thel crypt[Jewish
presencelin[ New[ Mexico,[ quite[al bit[is[known
about(the historyloflthe conversolsettlementlin(the
viceroyalty Jof New [ Spain[and[its[ far[ northern

frontier.[ With[thel con(]

counts[loflsecret]Judall <c . questlofiMexico by Fer[
ism[]practisedJin[Jtheir Couldm lsecret J@WlSh nando[Cortes[in 1521,
families.| They | would ~community have survived thel longl armiloflthe
respond[ with[ suchlan[] Inquisition[] extended
swers[] as,[] “Well, over 3 00 @ears ms_m ar%way across[] thel] Atlantic
grandmall always[ said as/New Mexico? Ocean.[] Thell small
that[we[werel[ Jews, but numberl[] ofl] Judaizing

welhever(tooklher[seriously”, or[{‘Grandpaltold
usl(thatleating[pork(wasunhealthy”.

Myl searchl finally[took meltoltwol colleaguesl at
the[Universitylof[New[Mexico, who, from!differ( |
entldisciplinary[perspectives, had (beenlinvestigat( |
inglsimilar(themes.[Sociologist/ Dr[Tomas[Aten![]
cio,[Wwho [ grew[uplin[Dixon, New[ Mexico, had
been[]awarel]oflIthe[ ] phenomenon(]ofllcryptol]
Judaismlin his(home[town,[and[¥was[interested[in
how(these[peoplefitlinto[the[¢context/oflcontempol]
rary[ Hispanic[ culture.[ Dr[ Rowenal Rivera, ofl the
SpanishDepartment,hadbeen(studying(similarities
between(thelfnusic, literature, [and (folklore [oflimod [
ern[dayHispanoNew[Mexicans/and[the/samelgen[
res[oflSephardic(culturelin 15t (¢entury[Spain.

Thelresult[was(that(in 1987[thelthree ofluisliniti ]
atedlanlinter[disciplinary[sponsored[by[the[Latin
American[Institute[lat[the[JUniversity[ Jof[ [New
Mexico,[“ThelSephardic/Legacylin(New[Mexico:
A[Historylof(the CryptoJews’.

Althoughlthelresearch projectlis[stilllin[its[early
stages,[itlis[apparent[that/therelisinNewMexico

cases| tried[ byl the[ Mexican[ Holy[ Office[during
thefirst halfl century_ofl Spanish[ tolonisationlin
New![ Spainlindicates/that[crypto([Jews[Wwerelable
to[practiceltheir(faith[in@an/atmosphereofirelative
toleration.

Thellsituation[ began[tollchangelin[‘the 1580s,

when! crypto[Jewish[ immigration[ to[ New[ Spain

increased ] dramatically.[] Thel[]establishment[]of
Spanish[ hegemony[ over[ Portugallin 1580l motil]
vated[Portuguese conversos[to[movelin uinprecel]
dented humbers[toLotherlareas bflthe world,lin]
cluding(theIndies.Themew/drrivals/were[donsid[]
erably(moreleducated(and betterversedin[Jewish

doctrine[than(their[predecessors, and[their pres(]
enceltesulted inlalhewLlinfusion_ofl religiositylin

thelviceroyalty.

Among/thesePortugueseimmigrants(wasan(am/]
bitious[explorer[and[entrepreneur, Luis[de Carl[]
vajallyldella[Cueva.[Carvajal[was[holstranger[to
New[ISpain./Born[lin[the[[Portuguese Jtown[Jof
Mogadouroltola converso family, Carvajallmade
his(firstjourney(toMexicolin 1567, dslamerchant
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carryinglalcargo oflwineltolselllin[Veracruz, Mex![]
ico[Cityland[Zacetecas.

Recognisingl thel opportunities| for[ exploiting[the
agriculturallJand[ Jminerall lresources( lin[Jthe[ /far
northl¢asternl frontier lof[ New[ ISpain,[/Carvajal
sailed[back(to Spainlin 1578[tosubmitlalproposal
to[ King[ Philip 1. [In[return(for opening/uip[the
Nuevol[ReinoldelLeon[for[Spanishl[colonisation,
Carvajall asked[the[ King[ for[twolmajor[ conces[]
sions:[one,[ that[hebelappointed[ governor; and
two,[thatholinvestigation[belconductedlinto(the
ethniclbackgroundloflthelcolonists/helrecruited
to[populate(thenewl(settlement. Under(the(terms
oflthelroyal cedulal(order)lissued by King/Ferdil]
nandlin 1501,lit[waslillegal forlanyone[of[Jewish
or[Moorishldescent/[tolémigrate(to(thelIndies.To
belsure,  many conversos andltheir[ offspringl did
comeloverllegally,but/theyl¢cameuinder[assumed
names!| or[ falsified documents, [ attesting[ to[their
limpiezasl1del Isangre! ] (‘purity of[ Iblood’). Philip
agreed(tolthese terms, andbylmeans oflalformal
contractlsignedlon[June 14, 1579, Luislde/Carval]
jallteceived[the mandateltolinitiate his[ colonisal |
tion[Jeffort.i( [He[ immediately[ began/[to[ recruit
some 200/ families/from

fice[ofl the[Inquisition,[ recently elevated[to the
status of Tribunal,[hadbeen[watching(the growth
ofthe[Portuguese converso community[in_New
Spainlover[the[courselof(the[previousfew(years,
and[hadlexpressed[¢concernlover(the[potentialfor
thespreadof( the[practice[of[lalley[muerte de
Moisén—theDeadLawof[Moses."¥

Thelreactionon[the[partlbfl the[inquisitors[in
Mexicolwaslstrongland[swift.[Between 1589land
1596, almost 200[persons[werel[arrested for[the
crimelof judaizantel (Judaizing), focusinglonlthe
Carvajal[ family[ and[extending[to_crypto[Jewish
activity[allCover[thel¥iceroyalty.[ Young[ Luis[de
Carvajaliwaslarrested(in 1589, /and[Wwas[teconciled
in[the Autoldel Fe—thelpublic teremonylof the
Inquisition—of 1590.Undeterred(byl(this[¢astigal]
tion,[ Carvajal resumed his[ proselytising[ efforts,
wasl rearrested[ by the[ Inquisition, anwas[ conl]
victed. Helwas[burnedlat(the(stakelin(the Auzo de
Felof 1596.

Carvajal’s(uncle,[the[governorlof(the provincelof
Nuevol[Leo6n,lalsolhad[been(arrested, niotforbel]
inglaljudaizante, but[for[¢countenancing(the[wide[]

spreadl presence0f( this

Spainl] and[] Portugal,
many_of conversolorigin,
and[Jbrought([Ithem/[]to
Newl[Spain,[establishing
hislcapitallat[/Cerralvo
inMNuevo(Leo6n.

“Thelgovernorof Nuevo
Leonlwaslarrested | for
toleratingsecret Jews|in
lhislentourage”

heresyl under[ his[ jurisl]
diction.[] Having[] been
found [ guilty, the[gover[]
norl] appeared(]in[] the
Autollof 1590 and[died
in[IthellInquisition[Icell

ThellyounglIcolonylsurvived! the [ imateriallichall]
lenges[presented(byla hostile(énvironment. In(tel]
ligious(matters,ds(well,[it[appears(that/the[settlers
werel left[alonel to[ worship[ as[ they[ pleased,[as
longlas(theyldid[solquietly.[However, this[atmos[]
phereloflcalm[was[soon[tobe(shattered when(one
oflthelcolonists[betrayed(thelstandard[ofldiscrel ]
tion.

%3

SHORTLY AFTER HIS ARRIVAL[ in[ New[Spain,[the
governor’s 14[year(oldmephew, whosename[was
also[Luislde[Carvajal,[was[told [ofThis[Jewishness
bylolder(relatives. In[contrast(to[the[tesponselof
his[contemporaries, young/ Luis[de[ Carvajaldel]
cided(thatliflhe[waslalJew, he[Was going[tollive
openlylaslalJew.[Notlonly did helbegin[to[pracl]
ticelhis[religion[in[full[view, but’helalsolinitiated
efforts(tolrelconvert other[ New! Christians back
toJudaism.iit

Evenlin[Jan[Jatmosphere[JoflIrelativeJtoleration
demonstrated byltheNew[ Spanish[society, this
behaviour[ couldhotbeleéndured. The Holy Ofl]

shortly[] thereafter.”

Uponlhislarrest,[Governor[Carvajal hadleft[bel]
hind[in[Nuevo[Leo6n,[asllieutenant[ governor of
thelprovince,[al$easonedmilitary[leader, Gaspar

Castanollde[Sosa.[Like[ ICarvajal,[ /Castafiol 'was

bornlin[Portugal.[ Unlike[ Carvajal, however,[it[is

uncertain(whether Castafilo[came/from[al¢ryptol]
Jewishl[Ibackground, [ thoughlJinvestigations[]are

currently_underwayl to[ ascertain[his[ family his[]
tory.[While nolspecificl tie has[ yet[ been[establ]
lished, severall other[ Portuguesel fCastafios’[and

‘Sosas’[werelidentified[as[¢cryptoJewslinPortugal

and[New![ Spainlinlthe 16%[and 17%[centuries.

Moreover,[IMartin[/Cohen,in Thel Martyr,[ has

suggested(Jallink[ between[ IGaspar[ /Castafiol 'de

Sosaland[thelcryptJewish [ community[of. Nuevo

Leon.vi

Butlit is[knownlthatlimmediately[uipon(receiving
word[oflGovernor[Carvajal’sldeathlin[theInquisil]
tion[jail,[ Castafio[tounded[uiplsome 170[¢olonists
(men, womenland[c¢hildren)in[Cerralvolandleft
on[an[uncharted[ expedition[to[ the[horth.[The
Castafio[party headed[for[the Rio[Grande, trav(]
elledupriver[tolits_confluencelwith[the[Rio[Pe[]
cos,land[trekked [up[the Pecos, ¢crossingGlorieta
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Passlintolthe[Rio[Grande[Valley, finally[stopping
near[ the[Pueblo[of Santo[ Domingo, in[an[at[]
tempt[ tolestablish( thel first[ permanent[ Spanish
colonylinNew[Mexico.

%3

UNDER THE TERMS OF THE[Spanish(coloniallsys[]
tem/Jin[lthelllate 16%[]century, lhowever,[]the

Castafiolde[Sosa entradal of 1590[constitutedlan

illegall éxpedition.[Notlonly'had[Castafio[not[sel]
cured[permission[from[]thellviceroyllto[lleave

Nuevol[Leon[(althoughlhislemissaries had[made

attempts(toldo(so),butthe(had notlinformed/any!
onelinlauthority/that/helwas/émbarking/on(such/a

venture.[Moreover, Castafio’s[was[thelonlylexpe[]
ditionlinto[the[northern(frontier oflitsday not[to

includelalpriestlorlany memberloflalreligiouslorl ]
der.vi

Thelc¢loselties[maintained[by[Castafio[to[Gover/]
nor[Carvajal,the[¢coincidenceloftheltimingloflhis

hastyl and[illegall departurel for[ the[ north[upon

hearing[lof[ICarvajal’sl/death, [ the [ absencellofl la

priestlon[ thel expedition, and[ thel allegations[ of
his[] own!]secret[]Jewish[ ] practices(]allllsuggest

strongly[ that[ Castafiol might[havel initiated[ the

dangerous entradallfor[ithe lpurposellofl leading

other[ crypto/Jews[tolalsecure havenlonlthelfar

northern( frontier.[ This[ hypothesis[is[ strength!]
ened[ byl al comparison ofl the[ colonists’ nhames

with[those[foundin(¢ontemporaryInquisition|te[]
cordslaccusedloflthel crimelof judaizante, hames

suchl as[] Rodriguez,[] Nieto,[] Carvajal,[] Diaz,

Hernandez[land[ Pérez."ii[ Investigations[ are[ unl|
derway(toltracelthelgenealogylof(the members/of
the[Castaiiolde[Sosalexpedition(tolseeliflany(link

exists[betweenlthem(and/thosewholwerelin[troul
blelwith[theInquisitionlin[Spain(orPortugal.

When(thelviceroylof [ New[$Spainwaslinformed of
Castano’s departurel from/[Nuevo[Leo6n, helsent

Juan[Morlet,aformer[associate ofl Castafio’s,[to

arrest[Castafioland hisléntireparty—not(for(pracl]
tising[Judaism, but[forhaving[¢onductedan/ille[]
gallexpedition. Castafio[was ¢convicted ofltreason

and[exiled[tol the[ PhilippinelIslands, wherelhe

died[shortly[ thereafter.x[ Many[ survivors[ ofl the

entradalteturned(toNuevo(Leon(and participated

in[the founding[lofl thel town[of[ Monterrey[in

1596.x[(Itlismo(smallléoincidencelthatfoday/Some

individuals[in/the [Monterreylarealare[¢cominglout

andlacknowledging(their[Jewishlheritage.) [Other

oflIthe entradallsurvivors[remained[Jin[]Central

Mexico,[fearful,[perhaps, oflattracting[the[atten[]
tion [of(the (Inquisition,by[then,in[themid[1590s,

in[thelthroesloflits[vigorous/¢ampaignlagainst(the

conversolcommunity[of{New[Spain.

%3

By thE rate 15908, the King had tealised the

efficacyloflestablishinglaldefensive[outpostlin[the

farCnorthern[frontier[Jof New[Mexico.[ISeveral

candidates[ placed[their[hames uinder[consideral]
tion[tollead[suchlanléxpedition. Onele¢njoyed(the

supportofithe[Mexican/Inquisition, Franciscolde

Urdifiola.[UrdinolaWwasa comisario—allower(level

Inquisitionofficial—of[ the (Holy[Office,[who,[in

theleéyesloflthelinquisitors,wouldbelin a[position

toLensure[thelpuritylof(the bloodlandlorthodoxy

oflthelc¢olonistslheadinghorth.xi[Viceroy[Velasco,

however, hadnolintention oflallowingla compet[]
ing[jurisdiction[tolinterferein(suchlalsecular(ven(]
ture.[Charges(wereprofferedldgainstUrdifiola for

the (murderloflhis[wife[and[$everalservants, and

in[thel[face oflsuchlseriouslallegations, Velasco

simply[ couldnotlpermit(the comisarioltolremain

under(thel¢onsideration[tollead[the entradaltolthe

north.'Thelviceroylldeclared! the mission[Isus[]
pendedlindefinitely.xi

Thelnext(year, Velascolchose[Juan[de[Ofiate,[the

sonloflalwealthyland[powerful lminer,[and alde[]
scendantlofl¢onverted[Jews,xii[to servelas adelan!]
tado—hel] wholl advances[| thel] frontier—and

chargedhim[with[theltask ofl éstablishing[alhew

colonylin the[ distantfrontier ofl New[ Mexico.

Among/thelpeople whom[ Ofiate[ approached[to

join him/(inthis(effort[were someloflthe[Survivors

oflthe[CastafioldeSosaléxpedition.[After(all, they

had(returned fromNew[Mexicoljustla fewlyears

earlier,[ land[ ‘consequently knew[ welll thel route

northwardland[the[terrain.Inladdition, theylhad

firsthand[ knowledgeofl the[PuebloIndians[who

inhabited[thellands[to[belconqueredandloccul]
pied.[In[short,[Onatemust have(tealised[the pol]
tential oflthesel[survivors oflthe[Castafioléxpedil]
tion[tolhelplhim/[éestablish[his[hew[colony onla

strong(footing.

%3

FOR THEIR PART, THOSE [ survivors_who[did[not
return toNuevol[Leon[mightlwellhave[felt[them![]
selvessomewhat[rulnerableltolarrest[by[thel[In[]
quisition,[ which,[las[wel[ have[ seen, was[in[the
midst[oflitsheaviest[Jphase ofllactivity[lagainst
MexicanlcryptoJews. [Regardless[lof[ their[imol]
tives,at[least[twolimembers[of the Castafio enl]
tradaldecided(tolreturn(with[Ofiate[in 1598,[Juan
de[ Victorial ICarvajalland[ Juan[Lopez. Another
memberlofthe 1590 éxpedition, AlonsolJaimes,
couldlalsobel[foundlin[Ofate’s[military[éncamp ]
ment[at[Cascolin 1596.xv[[t[ appears[that[they
werel Jjoined[by[Jothers[Iseeking[to[Jescapellthe
clutcheslofl the Holy[Office, including[Juan[Ro[]
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Rodriguez,[] Franciscoll Hernandez,[] Miguel

Rodriguezl and[Antoniol[ Rodriguez,[ alll cited[ by

thelInquisition(as[‘fugitives’.[Threelof(them[were

burnedlinleffigylinlthe Autosl del Felof 1596 and

1601. Sebastian[ Rodriguez, another[ member[ bf
theOfiate[ expedition, was[ possibly onel of[two

individuals/bylthat[hame[taken[bylthe Holy Of[]
fice.xv[ Another[of[ Ofiate’s[soldiers, Cristoballde

Herrera, Iwas[larrested[]severall]years/]later[]in

Zacatecas,accused[oflteaching(the Taw([ofiMoses

tolIndianslin[Oaxaca.xvi

Bartolomé[] Romero, ] al] soldier(] accompanying

Onfatelto New[Mexicolin 1598,[wasl(listed[on[the

muster(rolllas(bornlin[Corrallde[Almaguer,lin(the

region[0f Toledo, thelson of[BartoloméRomero.

Recordsloflthe[Holy[ Officel ofl Toledo[froml[the

late 16%[centurylcontainlreferenceltolfatherland

son, Bartolomé[Romero, married[(tolmembers[of
thelAlonsol[family,laccused[ofthelcrimelof pracl]
tising[secretJudaism.xvii

Otherlcoincidences[suggest/further(links[between
suspected ¢cryptolJewsland[the[Onatel expedition
aslwell. [Thelsupplier(of/the(Ofiatelexpeditionwas
almerchant(bylthelhamelofl Balthasar[Rodriguez.
Could(Ithis[Thave[lbeen

tentiallyl damaging[evidence, however, and[conl[]
firmed[toPerea.

%3

IN THE WAKE OF THE RECONQUEST [ ofl New[ Mex![]
icolbyl[Governor[Diegolde[Vargas(in 1692(1693,
13[yearsafter(the[Pueblo[Revoltlof 1680,[camela
new![waveloflsettlers(to recolonize[New Mexico.
Thelaccountloflthe(new(c¢olonists[thatlaccompal
nied[Vargas(in 1693, and[of thoselrecruited by
Juan[Paez Hurtadol[twolyears[later, teveal some
familiar(] names(] and[l demographic[] profiles,
strongly( ] suggesting[ al ] renewed[] crypto[Jewish
presence. Vargas’s[secretary, for[lexample, iwas
Alonso[Rael de[Aguilar.[Alpersistent family[leg[]
end[fecountedby[thepresent[dayldescendants(of
Raellholds[that the[namel derives/ from![fIsrael’.
This[storylis[supported [bylanéxamination[of(the
baptismalltecordsfrom[the mission ¢hurchlof(Is[]
leta,wheretwolentries from[the[year 1756[in[]
cludelreferences[lto/ IMarial[ IManuelal Israellde
Aguilar,[the[grand[daughter[oflAlonso.xi[Alonso
RaelldelAguilarwas[born[in[thel south[¢astern
Spanishltown[ofILorca,lin(the[province (of[Murcia
in 1661,[the(sonlof Juan[de(Oscaldnd(JulianalRael
deAguilar.xi[ Fifteenth

the[same[Balthasar[Ro[]
driguez,[] merchant[] of
Nuevoll Leo6n[] and

brotherlof Luis(de[Carl]

“Thelcolonists of the 1690s
reveal names|withla
cryptol Jewish character”

centuryl] recordsl] from
Lorcalreveallthe[Jewish
origins[ofl the[Rael(fam[]
ily,[citing[ the[ presence

vajal,'who([had[Jeluded

ofl] all drylgoodsl] merl]

attempts/by[Inquisition[agents[tolarrest him(sev[]
erallyears/earlierpxvii

Considerlalsolthelcaselof Francisco[Gomez, im[]
plicated[algeneration(later(in(the[Inquisition[trial
ofChis[son, Francisco[(Gomez[Robledo.[(Gomez,
bornlin[Coina, Portugal,[came[to[New[Spainlin
1604[in[thelretinuel of[ Onate’s brother, Alonso.
About! fivellyears(llater, [ (Gomez[ left[ the[IOnate
householdlin[Mexico[City[tolaccompany![the ex!]
pedition[ of( Pedrol de[ Peraltalin 1609[tol New
Mexico. During[ his nearlyhalf[¢centuryllin[ithe
colony,[Gomezl held[several ¢ivilland [military[po(]
sitions.[Witnesses[later[accused [ Goémez[ and[his
familylof practising(Jewish[observances,lincluding
rituallmale [infant(¢ircumcision.xix

SuspicionloflJudaicbackground/éxtended évenlas
farlas[tolthe[Franciscan[missionaries Wwholéxer[]
cised[thelauthority[of(the[Mexican/Inquisition[in
the[New[Mexican[colony.[Thelinvestigation[into
the limpiezal delsangre 0f Fray[Estebanlde[Perea,
nominated[tolthelposition[of custos[ (superior)in
1629,[] contained (] testimony![ | alleging[]that[] the
nominee’sJancestors[Jhadlbeen[Jewish.xx[1The
Franciscanlauthorities/¢chosetoloverlook[this/pol]

chant,[lknown[las[‘the Json[Jof(]Rael,lwho[had
turned[to[becomela[ Christian’.xxii(Furthermore,
documentation/ from/[ the[ Inquisition_ofl Mfrcia
indicates(that[the HolyOffice(hadémbarked(on(a
concertedJcampaign/]against/Ithellcrypto[Jewish
community[of Lorcalin 1681[1682,[justlprior[to
thelappearanceloflAlonso[Raellde[Aguilar(in(the
New[ World,xv[ suggestinglal possible motivation
for[hisCmigration[tol[the[far[horthern[frontier of
Mexico.

%3

INTERVIEWS WITH HISPANOS lin[ various[Jparts[lof
New[ Mexicolreveall traditions[ suggestive of the

continuitylofla[Judaic heritage.Although(the ¢us[]
toms/ Jpractised[ byl thesel individuals[still[ Jawait

analysisJby[JLatin[]American[]Institutefolklore

scholars,al description[ofl somel ofl these[ obser[]
vances [ might[be[helpful Jin[Jexploring[Icultural

linksbetween(the[practitioners/and/their/possible

converso forbears.xxv

Certainl customs|[revolve around[Sabbath[obser[]
vances,[Wwhere[severallinformants[ speaklbfl cele]
brating[ /the[ISabbath[lon[ISaturday( rather[ ithan
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Sunday.[Typically, these[families[Wwould[stoplall

work(on[Fridaylafternoon,[¢change(bed(linen, take

baths,[give[children(haircuts/and prepare(alfestive

meal. Following(thelmeal,dccording/to[some(oral

accounts,anlelderwould(read[tothe[family[from

theJOld[Testament. /Nol[ iwork[ would[be[iper[]
formed(alllday[Saturday, and(the family’s[labours

would[fesumelon/Sunday.

Welcoming/the[Sabbathlon(Fridaymightbylight! ]
ing[ candles[is[ perhapsl the[ mostl common!( folk

practicelencounteredduring(thelcourse of(thelin[]
terviews.[This[custom/would[normally(take[place

away! [from/[ Ipublicl lview,[ leither[Jin[Jan[linterior

room,[ behind[drawn[Icurtains,in[Ja[ bathroom,

basement[ or[underground[ storage room.[ Some

informants| recallal blessing[ accompanying! this

ceremony, but/nonelcould(specifically temember

thelhaturelof(the[prayer. Onelinformant(related

thatlhis[ family[would[gatherlin[front[ ofl the[bay

window![every[Fridaylevening, kneelland pray(rol ]
sary; but(with[eéachldecadeloflthelrosary, offlin[a

cornerloutlofiview,d[candlewould be(lit.

Observance[lof! Jewish[ dietary[lcustoms[lis[lalso
common! lamong! /many

tions[and[those[who[rejected (nostlof(theselrites.

Thel] Apostle[] Paull] served[] as[] thel[] principal

spokesman(for(the [latter[position, focusing(on/the

elimination(of(thetequirement[of(¢ircumcisionlin

thelconversion[0fl Gentiles.[Paullargued(thatlin

thelagelof(the[new!(religion, ¢ircumcision[was[ir[]
relevant,that[JitCwas[far[Jmore Jimportant[Ifor

Christians(tofollow[other(aspects[oflthe law. Cir[]
cumcisionloflthe heart,[in[Paul’s[view, Wwas[more

important[than[ circumcision[of[ the[flesh.[Morel]
over, conversion of(the[Gentiles[¢could beldaccom]
plished[far[more[effectively[with[thel[elimination

oflthis(éxclusivist Hequirement.xxvi

Inlthelapostoliclassemblylthat[wasl convened[to

determine(the[matter, Paul’s[position/triumphed.

From/[that[point[on,  circumcision/was[nollonger

to[belpractised[in[ Christians.[Sol$harp[ias[the

difference between[ those[whollengaged[inl[ this

practice[ and[those[ who [ did[not,[that[centuries

later, [ the[discovery[ bfl circumcision among[ del]
fendants accusedlofl practising[$ecret[Judaism[in

colonial[Mexicolwas[¢ited[as/¢ompellinglevidence

oflguiltbylthe Holy Officelof the Inquisition.xxvi

Becauseloflthepopular(]

informants. ] Abstinence
froml[]eating[ I pork(Jap[]

prevalent,[ and[ avoiding
consumption[] of[] dairy
and[meat[ products(itol]

“Welcoming the Sabbath

pearslito[lbe(the[lmost O H?riday E@ight [by wghting

candles!isthe most.com!]
mon/folk practice”

ity JofcircumcisionJin
the United[ States[ after
the 1930s,[landl]espel]
cially[after[(World [War
11,00 IJ concernl] myself
withlinformants(whol(re[]

getherlin(the[same(meal
occurs(with[some[tegularity. [Another[¢custom/rel]
portedlisl thelslaughteringl of(imeatlin[theltradil]
tional[kosher[fashion.[IThellbutcherlrecites[la

benediction[prior[to[the(killing,indicating[to(God

that(thelanimal’s(life(is[not[beingtaken Wwantonly,

butlonly[ for[ thel supportlof( thel family’s[ suste[]
nance.[Thelanimallis(then[tied upside downland

theljugular(weinlisquickly[slit, allowing[alll the

blood[toldrain,[for(the consumption[of[blood[is

considered[to[belalsin.In[c¢ertain(cases, themeat

is[$oakedlin[saltlinlorder[tolénsure[that[hot one

droplofibloodremains. In[onlylonelcaselhavell

encounteredanlinformant[ removing/ the [sciatic

nerve from/[ thel forequarter[inaccordance[with

theJewish[custom/[oflporging.

%3

ONE OF THE LEAST AMBIGUOUS![ |Jewish[]customs
encountered[toldatelis[that oflinfant[male[tir[]
cumcision.Notlonlylis[¢ircumcisiongenerallynot
foundlamong[Catholiclcommunities, but(the ¢cus[]
tomlis[decidedlymon[Catholic.In theléarly[years
of (Christianity, [an[intense[debate[raged between
advocatesl of adherencetolancientJewish[ tradil]

lated[laccounts[loflcir[]
cumcision[ that[predate(this[era. [ In[some/cases,
informants(indicate(that[theylare[thelonly[loneslin
their[ peer[ group[Wwholhadluindergone(thelritual
procedure.[In[others, I find[entire[communities
thatlobservelthis/tradition. Inloneltown[Ilinter[]
viewed[twol[ brothers, bothlin[their 70s[or 80s.
When(Ilasked[themlabout(their[practice,theyleéx!]
pressed(surpriselthatIlwould/dskisuchlanobvious
question,land[responded(thatleverylmalelin[the
community[ was[ circumcised, the[ function[per[]
formed[by[themidwife.[Anlinterview[in[another
town/[ revealed[ ithat[lall[ the[ circumcisions[ were
performed(bylanloldlman(wholhad alreputation
for[prayinglin[secretwithlalshawl overlhishead.
Theheadlofla[midwife(referral ¢linic[imparted(to
melthat(shelhadlbeen(told by anle¢lderlylwoman
thatl[thel circumcision[representedlalsecret[covel
nantwith[God.

Certain[Jewish[holidays appear[with[greater/fre[]
quency(than[others.Purim,or(thefast(of(Esther,
seems/to(belonelof(thelmostlobservedloccasions.
Ithasbeenreported(thatlin[Some[¢communities(in
northern[/New[IMexico, people[ venerate[la[ISt.
Esther.[Passover,whichl(falls(during[theChristian
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Holy[Week,lis[oftenmarked by[the consumption
of(unleavened[bread inl[thelforml[of panlgalleta
(cracker(bread)or panldelsemital(bread with[small
seeds).

Emphasision/the(Old[Testament, often(tothe ex[]
clusionofl the[ New, lappears[ to[ figure[ promil]
nentlylin[the(belief(structure. Tomas/Atenciolhas
hypothesised[thatlmanyl¢rypto[Jews[tookladvan(]
tagelof(the opportunity[tol¢convert[from[Catholil]
cismlto[Presbyterianismlin[thellate 19%[century
for(the[purposelofigaininglaccess/tothe(Old[Tes!]
tament. As[Catholics, they[were[not[traditionally
encouraged(tol readl thel Bible. IOld[ Testament
firstihames/began/tolsurfacelamongNew[Mexico
cryptoJewish[families, both[Catholicland [Protes(]
tantlalike,[in(the mid 19t%[¢entury,landhavelconl]
tinued[ to[ thel present.[ Names[ suchas[/Abran,
Jacobo,Isac,[ I Moises,[1Salamon,IRubén, [ 1Levi,
Efren,David,[Sara,[Rebeca,[Raquel,Lea, Esther
andléven/Adonay((theHebrewwordfor(GGod) are
common/Jamong! this[jgroup.[ Last[ names,[too,
sometimes| reflectl Hebrew/ origins.[Traditions[in
certain[ families[hold[that[fCobos’[derives from
‘Jacobos’,[‘Leiva’from[Levy’,[and[asseenlabove,
‘Rael’[from[‘Israel’.

vealed(the genomeland protein/sequencinglassol]
ciated [ with[ Jewish[patients. Orall history[inter[]
views[werel[¢tonducted[Wwithsevenloflthe 12[indil]
viduals.[Two[Wwere[conscious[of(the[Jewish heril]
tageof[their[ families, and four[others[demon(]
strated[culturallpracticeslassociated[with[¢cryptol]
Judaism(butlexpressedmolawareness oflanyJudal]
ism[in[their[background. Onlylone[of(the $even
patients[displayed [ neither[al consciousness/ nor
admission ofipractices.xxvii

%3

THE INCREASING AWARENESS OF[ al crypto[Jewish
heritage[among[the[Hispanol¢community[in[New
Mexicol provides[us[with[the opportunityl[toltrel]
examineseveral fundamental questions/relating
to[the motivations(forléxploration(and[settlement
of(thelfar(northern(frontierin/thellate 16t ¢cenl]
tury,[ migration[ and[tradelrelationships/ between
Mexicol and[ New[ Mexicol through[thel Spanish
colonial[Jperiod,['demographic[ patterns’ demon!
strated by Hispanos[over[thelcourselofl the[past
400l years,[ relations[ between( thel crypto[Jewish
communitylland[Ithe Ashkenazim!Iwhollarrived
from[Germanyland[Eastern[Europelin[the mid[]
19t century,[land[lthe

2 “Hispanicsshowed the ge!]
neticlcharacteristics of Jew!]
ishlpatients”

IN THE 17t CENTURY,
endogamyl] wasl] exl[]

predisposition[] of
crypto(Jews[toward[cerl[ ]
tain[diseases. But[more
importantly,[] perhaps,

tremely] prevalent

theJemergencelloflIthe

among/thelcrypto[Jews[oflMexico. This(tradition

appears/_tol havel continued[in[ New[Mexicol as

well.[Severallinformants(indicate that[marriage[to

other(¢ryptolJews was[c¢onsidered[éssential,[éspel]
ciallylin[the[years[prior[to[World (WarII[3vhen

mostl marriages[ werel stilllarranged[ by[ families.

Evenlamong(thoseWwholarenotlawarelofltheirJul]
daiclorigins, certainfamilies(are[considered(tolbe

‘safe’([tolmarrylinto,[and[others(forbidden. As(tel]
centlylas 1987,l0nelyoung/womanlin/her(eéarly 20s

related(to(melthat(herfamily(¢oerced her(tobreak

offlaltelationship [Withlher boyfriend[becauselhe

wasmot[‘oflthefaith’.

Evidencelfrom/medicalltesearch, as[well,[appears
tollink[Hispano[familieswith[a[Jewish[past.[The
emergencel oflalrarelskin[disease, pemphigusvull]
garis,[has[been[diagnosedlin 18[patients[in/New
Mexicoland[El(Paso, 13lof[them[Hispanos. This
dermatologicalldisordernormallyloéccursfinlabout
onelinlevery[ million[people, andlisfound[four
times[imore[frequently among[Jews[than[among
thelgeneral population.[HLA[(Human[ILeucocyte
Antigen) [genetic[testingwas/performedlon(the 13
Hispano[pemphigus(patients,(and 12[oflthe 13[rel]

ethniclelementlallows[iis[tolreconsider(somelbal]
sic[JculturallJassumptions/Jabout[ /Hispanos[Jand
about[Jews—that[somelof ourllonglheld[stereol]
typesllaboutlIthe[lorigin[Jand[lmakeupJofl Iboth
groupslare[subject to question. Theselfindings,
preliminary(as/theylare, permit(us/to/éxamine(the
commonalityJoflIthe[Jcultural history[lofl /both
groups,land/helplusiunderstand/in(a(more(imean!]
ingful waywhowelarelas(a[¢community.
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The Dorot GenealogyCentre &(the(Shealtiels

Thislis(thellecturelgivenlby DianalSommer, of thelJewish[GenealogyCentre
in Beth[Hatefutsoth,[7ell Aviv, at(the veunionin(Salonikalon 4 Fuly 1997.

IN 1984, A YOUNG medicalstudentnamedDoug!]
laslGoldman[¢amelto[Beth[Hatefutsoth,the Nal]
hum([GoldmannMuseum/of(theJewishDiaspora

in[TellAviv,[with[alvery[large[ family[ tree.[ He

wanted[tolrecordlitlin[the imuseum’s[ database,

butlatltheltimelthere[Wwerelonly twol[ databases:

TheIOrigin[ of Jewish[ Familyl Names[ and[The

Historylofl Jewish[ Communities. [When[ hel[was

toldthat/therelwasnoldatabaselof family/trees, he

replied,[*ThenI’lligive(the moneyltoldreate(one.”

Itimay(seem(strange(that(a medical(student(¢ould

affordsuchlalproject,[but[Douglas[ Goldmanlis

thelgreat/great/nephewlof(LevilStrauss,[the(jeans

manufacturer.

%3

IN 1985, THE DOUGLAS[ E.[(Goldman[Jewish[ Gel]
nealogy[Centrelopened/with 20(family(trees/taken
from[publishedfamilybooks:[Douglas’[familylon
four(sides—the[Haases, the[(Goldmans, the [Stein[]
leins[and[the Kaufmanns;[the[Sassoons, alivell
knownIraqilfamily;the Rothschilds;the Guggenl |
heims;[the] Servadios;] the] Lauterbachs;]two
family( treesl ofl retired GeneralAharon[ Doron,
BHIdirector(at(the[time, the Weilheimers(and[the
Neuburgers;[ | thel[] Lurias;[] the[] Picciottos; ] the
Feuchtwangers;[/the[ 1 Kaullas;[]the[ | Ellises;[ the
Frumkins;the[Auerbachsland(others.

SincelJthen,]Jewish[families[ lfrom[Jaround[Jthe
worldlhavel registered their[ own[ family[ trees[in
our[_database,[in[ order[to[ preservel their[ family
histories(for[future[generations[and tolhelpthem
findlinks Wwith[other[families.[Today(the(database
comprises[over 700,000 hames on[almost 3,000
family(trees, andis[growing(daily(asnewltreesldre
registered.

Registeringlafamily(tree

Thelbest, easiest[and(leastlexpensive methodlof
registering[ al family[ tree[is[ toluse[ al genealogy
software[program.[The[Jewish[Genealogy Centre
is(mowl[¢cominglout/with/amew/software[program
specifically(designed(for(Jewish[genealogy—Ilanot
for[Windows—which[shouldbelavailable[bylthe
endlof[September. [Anyone[wishing[tobenotified

when[the(programlislavailable[tanl$end[us[their
name,[address,[ phone[ number[and[e[mail adl]
dressland(welwillnotify[them.[In(addition[to[our
program,any genealogy(software program/with(a
GEDCOMutility[¢can[beised to tegister(a family
treelinthe(Jewish[GenealogyCentre.[Tolregister
altree, onel¢can[send[uis(alfamilytree onldiskette
infGEDCOMIformat[(PAF[form)andlit[will[be
entered(] into[] ourl] database,[] free[] of ] charge.
GEDCOM(files[¢can[belsent[tonis[bylmail lor[by
elmaillas(anlattachment,[orlofl¢oursebroughtlto
us/at(the[Centre.

Family[trees[canlalsolbeltegistered manually[by
sendinguis[thelinformationin[graphlor list(form
showing[ thel relationship[between[ family mem/[]
bers. Thel¢ostformanuallregistrationis[US$1.00
perlname.

%3

WHY IS THE JEWISH[ |Genealogy[ /Centrelsolim[]
portant?[Jewish families, like[the[Shealtiel family,

wereldispersed(alllover(the world. Theyloftenleft

behind[personalbelongingsandloved(ones. They

took[with[them[only[their[memories, butltarely

wrote[them/down. [ Todaylitlis[possible[to[record

thelinformation e haveland[preserve it/ forfull
ture( generations. What[ we[ know![ today[will[ be

lost(ifTit[isnottecorded.

OneldaylalDanish(trapezelartist[by[the hamelof
Jean[Aschercamelinto[the[Centreland(toldus(the

following[story. After[his[ motherlidied, hel[rel]
ceived alphonelcall[from[the Jewish[community

in[JCopenhagen,[Jasking[Thim[if[ he lwanted[lhis

mother[tolhavelalJewish[burial. It[Wwas[the first

timehelhadlheard(that(he was[Jewish. From that

time[hel[beganltolresearchlhis[family.[Whenl[he

came/to[Israellwith[his[traveling[circus, the[first

thinglheldid[was[to[comeltolthe[Jewish[Geneall]
ogy[Centreltolregister his[family tree[so[thatlhis

daughter(wouldknowher[roots.

Notlonly[dolwel affectindividualllives, butliwe
sometimes[ affect Israelil foreign[ policy[too. We
werelcontacted [by(theIsraelilForeign[Office(with
alrequest_they[hadlTreceived[ from[the[ Foreign
Minister[of Capol[Verde, anlisland[offl the Wwest
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coastl of[ Africa, formerly al Portuguesel colony.
Diplomaticlrelations(with[Israellhad[beenléstabl]
lished(just[thelyear/before. Thelforeign minister,
wholhappens(tolbelthelbrother of Capol[Verde’s
Prime[Minister, [waslooking[for his[Jewish(toots.
The(family(namelwasWahnon. Welsearchedlour
recordsand[sure[ enough, wel found[his[ entire
family(tree.The[Foreign[Minister[was[solexcited
that'hel¢hangedlhis(itineraryfor his/first[visit[to
Israelltolincludelthe Genealogy Centre.[Whenlhe
and[his[Jentourage[ lcamelJto[the[/Centre,[ they
broughtl pictures[ ofl thel gravestones/ ofl their[an[]
cestorsiwithHebrewlinscriptions.[Since(then[dip ]
lomaticl relations havel flourished[Jand[included
culturallandleducationall exchanges/ between!the
twolcountries.

Asl[anlinstitution,[the[Jewish[ GGenealogy[ Centre

provides(thelfamily[tesearcher(with[thelopportul]
nity[toldeposit his/her(life's[work[for[safekeeping,

with[thelassurancelthatlit[will[bel[preservedland

madel(available(to/futurelgenerations.

Whatlislourconnection(to the Shealtiel
Family?

incredible (work[tesearching[the[familylhistory.[I
invited (him[to talklatla[¢courselon[preparing/faml(]
ily[trees/that[I[gave(this[year, andhe was[algreat
success!

%3

THE GENEALOGY CENTRE[ has/thousands[ofl¥isil]
tors[eachmonth.[Amongst/them/aretourists from
around[]thellworld, JIsraelis, I new[]immigrants,
schooll children,[Jsoldiers, Jyouth[]groups[/from
abroad,[ VIPs[land[ teachers. Peoplelcontact[ us
fromlalllover the[world.[Welreceiveloverlalhunl]
dredlletters, faxes, &[mails[and[phone[¢alls_éach
week[from[peoplellooking[forlinformation... one
may[be yourllonglost[relative[and[ifl youlhave
registered(yourl(tree,theywillfind[you!

InMay 1996[alsmallladvertisement(was placed(in
the Nachrichtenlaus Israel,la_periodical loflthe
German/ Churchlin(Israel.[Thelwordinglin[loose
translation lwas[ 1“Were[IYour[ IForefathers[ [Jew![ |
ish?...[As[a[Christian[with(a[special love[forIsrael
and[thelJewish[people, maybelyoulhavel Jewish
ancestry. Iflyoulwould(like [to know, [write to this
address...”['ThelJad[JalsolIclaimed[ that[ I[Ispeak

InlJ November 1993,

German,[which[Ildon’t.

Miles[ Saltiel from[T.on[]
donlvisited[the Geneall]
ogy[Centreland(toldme
that[] thel] familyl[] was

“InNovember 1993, Miles

Saltiel from!London
[visitedthe Centre”

Sincel ] thel] article[] ap[]
peared,[] well havel rel]
ceivedlalmost 200(llet[]
ters[| from[! Germany,

Switzerland,[] Scotland,

holding/its[firstlinternal
tionall reunionlin[ Amsterdam[in 1994, and[that
theylwould(like [me[to[participate.Atthe[Amster[]
dam(reunion(I(gave(a(talklon(the (Genealogy Cenl |
tre,[and (worked [with[Moshe[Shaltielland [Ed Mo (]
tolalin[thel[genealogy[workshops[tolconnect[the
various(brancheslof(the[family. Atl(the énd[oflthe
ReunionIwas(presented (with[the[diskettes(of(the
family[trees/ that[werel[ gathered[at[thelreunion,
and[these[were enteredlinto(the[Genealogy[Cenl]
tre’s[databaselat/the[Museum. [Since that/time[we
havel received many![ diskettes Wwith[lipdatesand
additions[ to[ thel[ family[ trees. Today morel that
3,000[ Shealtiel[ family memberslareltrecordedlin
ourldatabase.

Someltimelafter[thelreunion, I[wasl approached
by Natan[Caspilof(Israel[Television, wholtold[me
thathewanted [to[make(aprogram/aboutladJewish
family[or[families[and Casked[if[ I[ could kuggest
anyone.[As[I[hadlbeen[¥very[impressed[ byl the
family[reunionland[the [fascinating history[of the
Shealtiel family, I[immediately[suggested hel¢con[]
tact/Miles(Saltiel—the(dest[is history.

Sincelthen[Ilhave[beenlin[frequent contactwith
Moshe[Shaltiel[(Chicago).Moshelhasbeen(doing

theUS,[Jerusalemlandevenfrom[almonasterylin

theNorthern[Galilee, asking[us(to[checklwhether

theirmames/haveJewish(toots.[Thelletters/gener!( |
ally[contain[quotesfrom[the(Bible, éxpressions of
lovelfor(Israelland(the Jewish [people, and(d[hope

that(we[will(find [that/they[dolindeed have[Jewish

roots.

And(someldolindeed[comelfrom[Jewish[families.

Forllexample,[ lone[ man/ named Daniell Bender

from[ Frankfurt, camel to[us[seeking[ his[ Jewish

roots.[It[seems[ that[there[Wwas[alJewish[banking

familylin[ Frankfurt[by[the[$ame[hame. Another

man[wrotel that[his[ grandfather(3vas(illegitimate

and[that[his[jparents[were Abraham[Rosenfeld

and[Sarah[Birenbaum/who[¢onverted[onthelday

theylwerelmarried.During(the Naziléra hisfather

made(sure[that[helWwasl[notlregistered[as alhalfl ]
Jew.[Onelor[twolletters[Wwere evenlanti[Semitic.

Onelmanlwrote[that[peoplel$aylhellooks[Jewish

and(therefore(helthinkshe’s[Jewish. Onewoman

wrote that[shellooks[Jewish[and[that[in[school

shelwas[ harassed becausel ofl this.[Wel alsol rel]
ceivedalletter from[almissionarylin_ Kenyalwho

wanted us(toverify(that the [Massailare (0onelof(the

tenllost/fribes!
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How(tolaccess/the(GenealogyCentre’s/datal]
base

The[Visitors’[Centrelhas[three[computer[stations

for(the[public. Therelislaldocent/in[attendancelat

allltimes[tolassist[with[theldatabase andanswer

questions. Openinghours(ofithe[Centreldre: Sunl]
day, [ Monday, Tuesday, Thursday/from 1olam(to

4pm, Wednesdayfrom 1olamlto 5[pm, Friday

from 9laml(to 1[pm.

Thelcostlis[IUS$2.00lforla 15[minutel computer

session.Information[¢anbeprinted/out.[Descen!]
dant(c¢charts[of family[trees/¢an/belordered for($1

perlpage,[thenumber(ofipagesidependinglon(the

sizelof(familyl(tree.

Searchlrequests/ (up[to 4 names(perlsearch) ¢can
belmadelthroughlourlweb[site. [ Welwillllet[you
know[what[we[findand (how[many/nameslappear
in[theldatabase. Welwill[ send[the[list ofl hames
(uplto 100[nhames).[Thelcostforlalsearchlis($5,
whichl[¢anlbelpaid(bylc¢rediticard oricheque.We
canl] alsol] providel] the

5,000 students, from[JCarmielin[ the north[ito

Yotvatalinl[thelsouth,participated.[This[year,[a

schoolfrom[ Venezuelal participated. Next[year

welhopeltolincludelimorelschoolsfrom[around

thel[world.Thelawards[ ceremony[ was[held on

June glandlwaslattended[bylover 300[peoplelinl]
cluding{Mr[MosheKatzav, DeputyPrime[Minis[]
terCand (Tourism[Minister of[ Israel, [ IMr.[Roni

Milo, Mayorlof Tel Aviviandlother[hotables as

welllas/the[winning[students. Nextlyear’s[¢compe[]
tition[will[beheldunder[the theme[ of( Israel’s

soth(IndependenceDay.

ThelGenealogy[Centrelalsol[gives[teaching/semil]
narsand[roots_workshops[for ivariousgroups:
teachers,[employees ofltheIsrael[Aircraft[Indus(]
try,[youthlgroups[fromlabroad, UJA[family[imis[]
sions,[ soldiers, adult education[groups, and(pol]
licelofficers.

In[the[Beth[Hatefutsoth[website[youl¢canlaccess
information(on(the Museum’s[activities/and (latest
exhibitions[andrequest[searches/from[the Gene[]
alogy[Centre, from[the[Origin[ofl Jewish[Names
databaseland[from[the[ HistoryLof[ Jewish (Com/[]
munities[] database,[] as

nameslandladdresseslof
theJsubmitters]of[Jthe
family/(trees.

(1%

ThelIGenealogy[ICentre
has(alsmalllbut(growing

ewish famuly treeslarelrel

corded!to ensurethat our

great grandchildren|will
find(their family

welllas[receivelinformal
tion] about[] thel[] other
departments[ofthe Mul
seum. JOurwebsitellis:
http://www.bh.org.il.

referencel] libraryl[] with
approximately 600l family[ books[land[ reference
books(on[Jewish(genealogy. In(addition[welhave(a
collectionlJof 1152 Imicrofilms[lofl Jewish[lbirth,
marriage,land(death(tecords[from[Poland, dating
backltolapproximately 1830[1880.

Theselmicrofilms(are[being[translated[and[trans/]
literated,andentered[ontol special forms[3which
are[ beingl computerized. Sol[far[welhave[trans[]
latedover 17,500[records—7,500[records[ from
Warsaw, approximately 1,000records/from[Tar(]
now, 6,000[from[Bendzin, 1,500—2,000[records
from[Bialystokland 1,000[from[Krakow. REIPP
(Russian[EralIndexingloflPolandProject)[isenl[]
tering[thelcomputerized[recordslintoltheir[webl[]
site.

This[year[weheld[ourlsecondannual family[tree
competition[ called[ My Family’s[Story”among
juniorhighlschoollstudentslin(Israel.[More[than

Inlate[ISeptember[ we

will[bel coming[loutwith[‘al new[Jsoftware[ prol]
gram—Ilanot[ for[ Windows,[ designed[especially

for[Jewish[ genealogy. This[ program/[isdesigned

tolrecord(alfamily(tree[on alhomel¢computerland

tolsendlaltopyloflthe[family[tree[on[diskette[to

theGenealogy[Centrefor(registration.

%3

THE DOUGLAS E. GOLDMAN/[] Jewish[] Genealogy
Centrellis[ithe[genealogyICentre of the Jewish
people.Jewish[family(trees(are(recordedland prel]
served(tolénsurelthat/our(grandchildren/and(great
grandchildren,[in solor 1oolyears(from/ how, will
find(theirlown[family[recordedlhere. The search
for[family[history[will[strengthenl[ each[person’s
ties[with hislown [family[and [with (his[Jewish [past,
presentland future.

PAGE THIRTY-ONE


http://www.bh.org.il.

VOL III NO III

SHEALTIEL GAZETTE

WINTER 1997

Follow up to/Salonika’97—a/message

from/the Editor

Thefuture

Iwroteltolalllof(the familylafter
thel Ireunion,[ seeking[ thoughts
asl[tohow(we [might(goforward.
Many!(thanks(tolallloflyoulwho
replied.

AslJallresult[Jofl ithe[ responses
which[havel comelin, a[humber
oflthose/mostlinterested/in[tak[]
inguip/thelbaton(are(getting(tol |
gether(] overl] thell next[] few
months.

Ilexpect(tolhave more(tol[teport
onlthislin/futurelissues.

Otherfollow on

Thell followingl] must[] be—I
fear—something[ of[ al litany[ of
apologies.

Sinceltheléndlofl the[Reunion!I
have[been[plungedlintolafrenzy
oflJactivitylatllwork, | which—
together[with[iylobligations[to
this Gazettel land[Jother[ family
business—has/ left me[with[in[]
sufficient[ ] timel | to[] discharge
somelofthe(duties[which(I[took
onldt[Salonika.

Specifically,[I[have[been[slow—
if notlaltogether[ failing—in my
preparation(ofisuch(materials(ds
the[ReunionVideo, ThelArchive
interviews, 1 the | Family[ ] Book,
and[the(Group[Photo.

ReunionVideo

Thislis[nowl[complete[and[has

beenlsentlout[tolall[thoseWwho

placedlorders.Ilenjoyed editing

thelvideolandIhope(that(those

oflyoulwhohavelit[will[alsole¢n[]
joylitlLaslsouvenir[oflalthrilling

occasion.

Unlikellast[time,[that[is[for[the
Amsterdam/[reunion, I do[not
proposel ltolIsolicit[ further( or[]
ders.[[This[is[/because I Thave
learned!( that[ Il cannot[ hopelto
recover_myl expenses[ from[ any
charge(that/mightbelreasonably
acceptablel tol members[ ofl the
family.[ Solifl youl wantlal copy,
may![ Il lsuggest! that[ youl make
onelffrom[that lofla[Saltiel[in
yourneckloflthe[woods.

Archivelinterviews

Thelholdupherelhasbeen(that
welagreed(tollet/the(film[maker,
Ilan[Ziv,(hanglon(to(these[for(a
while,lin[return[for(thelcamera
and[ filmhelprovided[tolimake
them. Ilhave how![got[them[but
notlyet/reviewed them.

Ifimylexperiencelof[Amsterdam

islany[precedent,/ there[will not

belallotloflwork(to these;[simply

al bit[Jofl editing[ tolIgetl rid[lof
gapslandl alfew[ subtitles.[ Even

solthis[will[takeanlirreducible

amount[_ofl time[ lover[al week[]
endlinlanledit[suitelaswell as

subsequentl copying. I[hopelto

get[this[donel[ over[the nextl$ix

weeks, butliflfanyonelislscream/]
ing[with[ frustration I will[let

them/(Jhave[their[ Imoney[Iback

with[myldpologies.

FamilyBook

ICmake( thelsamel offer[ tol the
largermumber(wholare(awaiting
thefamilybook.Iflyoulare sim[]
plylfedup [with[waiting,[let[ine
know,Jand [ I will[ refund[your
money.

Thelbooklis[prettylmuchl¢com[]
plete,[thatlis[therelis(little[to[be
added(toltheltext availablelas(a

samplelin[ Salonika.[ Il do how![]
everlhaveltolconsider/the[matter

oflphotos,las/welllas[suchladdil]
tional[] materialllas[ 1 has[]been

submittedsince,largelythrough

the[Shealtiel Web site.

Thelbusiness of photos/is[par(]
ticularly[ perplexing[tolmelas[a

singlel Jpagel lofl Icolour(Iphotos

costs/ twenty[ times[ as[much/to

print[las[lal jpagellofl black land

white(text.[I[hopelthat/éveryone

willlinderstandlifl the économ[]
icsloflthe[mattermakelit/impos!/]
sible[foryour(favourite[photo—

or[perhaps/any—tolappear.

As[for[Ithe[timing[]ofl Ithis,[ /I
hope—as[with[the Archivelin[]
terviews—tol] complete[] within
sixweeks[or[so.

Group(Photo

Thelsadfactlis[that[thislhasn’t

worked[out.[Youlwill [recall(that

thebusses/didn’t[turnip[solwe

missedour[date with[the[pho!]
tographer[ atl the[White Tower.

Although[severallJphotos[ were

taken/bymembers(ofithe family,

all—for(] onel] reason(] orl[] anl]
other—falll short[ oflal satisfacl]
torylstandard.

In(this(light, I[wouldlinvite you

tolJacceptlIthel lphotolJon[the

cover of this[issuel of( the[ Gal]
zettelas[your(souvenir picture(of
us/all.

Many! ithanks! for[ your[ under! |
standing

Miles(Saltiel
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t’s[ithelend[Jofl JAugust/Jand

London[is[experiencing( ithe
lastlldays[lofllsummer. [Having
spentl thellastl couple ofl weeks
complaining about[theloppresl]
sivel ] heat,[] well arell now(] all
mourning/ the[ passing[ of( suml|
mer.[Nolwonder[ Il find[myself
looking[back(tol[those[few[days
in[Salonica.[Althoughmotimuch
oflalholiday—I[rarely[ had[the
opportunityl itollleaveIthe[ [Ho[]
tel—thel reunion[was[ quite[ an
eyelopener(forime.

Let[JmelJintroducelImyselfl Ifor

thoseloflyoulwholdon’tlalready

know[ me.[ Il was[ employed[ by

Miles(tol¢olordinate(the(staging

oflJthel]Salonical lreunion. JAr[]
ranging! for[over 150[peoplelto

meetlinlalhotellin[Greecelivas

certainly lnollsmall[task. JAfter

twolmonths[ buried beneath[a

mountain(ofl paperlin(thebasel]
ment[| herel] atl] Gloucester

Square, 1 finallyflew[out/to[Sal]
lonicall for[] thell longlawaited

Shealtiel[Family[Reunion.

1%

Andehat [an[ experiencel it
was.I[hadlnotléxpected[to
seelsuchllemotionally[ Jintense
scenes[ /which[lleft/imellfeeling
overwhelmed,[] butl] inspired.
Without[] wishing[] tol] sound
overly[$entimental, I[iust/con[]
fess[to[ feelingl ithat! the whole
experiencelinfluencedmylframe
oflmind(andloutlookfor(the ful]
turelin/alway(that Ilwould never
havelimagined(possible.

With(all[preparationIthad(done

for[Ithelreunion—reservations,

dealings[ with[the[ Jewish[ com![]
munityl | in[] Salonica, ) negotial
tions[/with[Jhotheaded[Greek

hoteliers(Jand(Irestaurateurs—I

had(givenllittle[thought(tohow

thesel! administrativel] details

wouldleventually[becomelalrel]
ality.I[¢ouldreelloff( the hames

oflall the[Saltiels[in[anlinstant,

butlhadlholidealoflthelfaceslor

personalities[ | that[] would[! acl]
company/them.

Thelonly[picture I[hadlin[imy
mind[] was[] of(] the[] inevitable

chaosl ithat[ would[lensuellonce
thel] Shealtiels[] attempted[] to
checklin[together(at/the Capsis.

Thelverylhatureloflthe[reunion

meant/that(there[was(little[time

for[smallltalk.[Many/peoplehad

never metland[were hoping/to

seeklout[distant/family. Others

were[ hoping[ tol catchl[up[with

family[theyhad met/[in[Amster[]
dam—and[with[only[three days

tolldollso.[[Wherever_ Il was, I

overheard[snippets/ofi¢onversal]
tions—births,[] deaths,[] marl]
riages—fortunes/goodland(bad.

But[Ilwasn’t[just[leavesdrop ]
ping.Illconnected [ 'with[Isome

peoplel] veryll quickly.[] People

whollshared[their[life[Jexperil]
ences/with[me[with(little, iflany,

prompting.[] Far[] from[] being

madel(to(feelllike theloutsider, (I

was[welcomedas[partllofl ithe

overallléxperience.

%3

orlmany(British[Jews[oflmy

Thelview from

Gloucester' Square

generation, | the[]Holocaust[is

something[lof( Jan[]overbearing

ghost(that[welhave nolideahow

tolJapproach(Jor[lcommunicate

with. [A[generation(or[two down

thelline[wel are[ removed from

thelexperiencelbyltime, as[well

aslJtwist[Jof[Ifate[Ithat[Jallowed

British [ Jewry[ to[lemerge! from

this[attempted[ genocidel virtu!]
allyluntouched.[Thislis[¢ertainly

thel casel forlmylmother’s/faml |
ily.[My(fatherlis[alsixth[general]
tionIsraelil] onJhis[Jmother’s

side,[and(the(sonlofla[Polishfal]
ther[wholarrivedlin[Israellasl(a

child[with[noknowledgelof his

family’s(fate. Ihave[no(personal

connection/withthe[Holocaust.

Meeting[ | peoplel] in[] Salonica

whoselllives[land [Ifamilies[ had

been(soldeeplylaffected[bylthis

tragiclepisodelin(Jewish history

was/alfirstforime. Those[whose

immediate[families[ Thad[Jorigil]
natedlin[Salonicalprovide(living

testimony!tol[thelhorrors[ofithe

Holocaust.

Farlfrom[being(just/afamily(tel ]
union,Salonicalwas[ something

oflJalimicrocosm/[ ofl the[whole

Jewish[ Experience. Al generally

SephardiclIculture,lmixed [ lwith

elementsl]of Ashkenazilltradill
tionsl] introduced[] overl] the

generations,[] and[] scattered

throughout(theworld.

Tolseelalllmylhard(work[come

tolifruition with [relatively[ few

hitches,[gave[mel algreat[sense

oflJachievement.[/While[ 11l Jex[]
pectednothinglin(teturn,Iwas

flattered[land[ touched[ /byl ithe

number[ | of [ peoplel ] whollapl]
proached'mel with[ thanks[ for

mylefforts.

Salonicalmeant[muchlmorelto

mel than[alweek’s[ fbreak’ and

thelchanceltoladdlalcouplelof
extral lines[ tol my[ CV.[I[came

awayfeeling(thatIhad(seen(his[]
torylin[thelmaking, and[Il also

learnt([]alllot[Jabout[ Imyself.[ ]I

would[Inever[Jimagined Imyself
capable[Jofl Istaging[ ithis[ levent,

but I did, and[I[feel T did[it

rather(well.

%3

C oming homelwas[hotleasy
though.] Myl bodyl] had
been/running/onadrenalinelfor
aliweek.Suddenly here[ I was
backl] in[] thel] basement[| at
Gloucester[ Square, confronted
with[all(the(filing[that(had[built
uploverl thel courselofl thellast
two months. I[was[feeling[very
unloved—thel] phonel] barely
rangland[CompuServelregularly
relishedlin[ telling[ mel that[ my
mailbox[was[empty—talklabout
anti/¢limax!![Twas[backlin[the
country/forlalcouplelofidaysbel]
forelldecidingtolJjetJoffl ‘tolla
friend’s weddinglin[ Israel and
spend[someltime[with[mylown
family.[] Ofl] coursel] theyl] all
wanted[to know[when[Iwould
belstaging[ Ithe[First[/Internal]
tional Kolirin[Reunion.

It’s[an[unlikelyléventuality, but
strangerl[ | thingsl] havel] hapl]
pened...

Lianne Kolirin
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