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Nextlissue—December 1995

Themnextlissuelwillbelpublished towards(the endlof[December 1995.[Aswelllasarticles[of family
reminiscenceland history,l[itlisintended[tolincludelalspeciallreport onlgenealogy, alreview of
familymatters/and(aldiary(offorthcominglevents.

Speciallfeature—The(linelof David: Welwill[publish(tesponsesfrom[the familyland[scholars
tolthelissues/raised[by[Vibeke[Sealtiél[Olsen’slarticlelinitiating[debatelon/the hypothesis[oflthe
family’s(descent/from/the(linelofDavid.
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ORGANISATION

THE FAMILY

Thel¢current[familyThasthreeknown(lines:

from[the North[Sealports,[the[Levant,land

the(JDanube[lvalley, JwithJlinks[Tbetween

them[¢ertain[butlas[yettindocumented.[All

are[J the[] descendants[] ofl(] one[] or[] more

Sephardi—thatlis[Spanish Jewish—families,

expelled from(Iberialover(theperiod 1492-7.

Welarevariously[knownlas[Chaltiel,[Char[]
tiel,[Saltiel,[ Sealtiel, Sealtiél, [ Shaltiel Cland

Shealtiel,[Jall[l derived [l from[Ithe [ Biblical

SRRV, [ generally translated as “asked of
God”.

SHEALTIEL GAZETTE

The GazertelisCanloutgrowthloflthe Magall
zine[published by Vibeke Sealtiél[Olsenlat

the JreunionJin[JAmsterdam Owhich [ first

broughtis[together[in[August 1994.[Itlis

intendedto[bepublishedandprintedon

an[bccasionallbasis—that[is[twolor[three

times/per(year—inI.ondon, England.

ItGsidistributedfosubscribingmembers[of
thefamilyland gratis(tolibraries’andscholl]
ars,[as[welllas[tolothers[with[aprofessional
interestlin[our(subject(matter.

EDITORIAL POLICY

The Gagzetre[ds[to act[as[anlinternational
mediumloff¢communicationbetweenmem/[]
bersCof thefamily;fandtol$upportithelrel]
establishment[ofl ties[betweenlis.[For the
time[being, the Gagzettelis[beingledited by
Miles[Saltiel,.swwho Wwelcomes[contributions
ofTalllkinds,[includingmateriallénabling[uis
better[tolinderstand lour’own history, that
is[personalteminiscences,/asWwelllas/geneall
logicallorhistorical material.

We arehot,[however, to [belonly backward
looking.The Gazertelislintendedlalsofolbe
theforum for(theéxchange offamily news,
advicelof forthcomingléventsloflinterestto
members[JoflIthefamily, Jand reportsJof
newly[discoveredlmembers or[brancheslof
thefamily;aswelllasforlthelorganisation[of
coloperativeléndeavours.

MATERIAL FOR PUBLICATION

Aslthe Gagzette[verylmuch(telieslon[contril]
butions[frommembersCofl the family, e
lookforward[to[continuing[to[hear[from
you.[The Gazertelwelcomes(text[andlillusl]
trations[that[relateto[any[aspectofl the

family,fitshistorylorfits[inembers;dswell(as
opinionatedarticlesand[personal [feminis[]
cencesofllany[kind.[TheEditorCwillJacl]
knowledge—but[doesnotlindertaketoltel]
turn—material.

ItfsTparticularly¢onvenienttolteceive files

by[E[Maillwialtthe Gazerte’s maillboxon

COMPUSERVE[Jon 100605,2677. For[Jthose

unconnected[tolthe Internet, pleasehelp

by[sendingmateriallintendedfor[publicall
tionfonla 3.50nchldisc, éither(in ASCII[fext,

or[formatted forWord[forWindows 2.0/6.0

toltheldddressbelow.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Thelannualfeelis[£20.Pleaseremit tn[UK
fundstoltheladdressbelow.

CORRESPONDENCE

The[Editor[welcomes(letters(from[feaders,
whether[or[notOJmembersJofJthe Ifamily.
Pleasewrite[to[the[address[below. If in[]
tended for[] publication,[] pleasel[] mark
accordingly.

PUBLICATION

Copyright.[ No morall rights[are[ asserted[in
thismaterial. Youlmayuse!it[freelyfor(bona fide
family!] orl] scholarly!] purl]
poses, ON THE CONDITION THAT YOU ACKNOWLE
DGE THE SOURCE AND GIVE TIMELY ADVICE TO:

Editor Miles(Saltiel

FlatOne; 26(Gloucester[Square
London w2 2TB
ENGLAND

B &lfax(+ 44 171 262 6498
E-MAIL COMPUSERVE 100605,267

7

Software Desktopl]published[Jin[]Microsoft
(MS) Word[forWindows[2.0/6.0[®[and[Corel(]
draw!(3.0(®.

Clip[art Materiallaylincludelgraphicsbased
onldliplart© New Vision Technologies/Inc.

TrueType® fonts
Bodytext Monotype[(MT) [Plantin™,
Title MT0Id (Style Bold[Qutline™,
Greek MSISymbol™,
Hebrew Biblescript, ©[Galaxie Software.

Thelcopy!deadlinelforthe nextissue

s 15th November 1995.
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Editorial "

A NEW ISSUE[oflthe Gazertelislalgood[fime
to[teflectConlthelachievements[ofl thellast
five(months.['Welhavemorethan doubled
the mumberlofffamily(householdsknown(fo
us[tolnearly[three hundred.[Advances have
beenl] particularly’] marked[] inJ France,
Greece,Israel,[and[the United[States.[Also
over[Jthis[period, JinnumerableIpedigree
chartsChavelbeenltegistered Swith CTEdCMo[
tola.[Congratulations[andthanks[to those
whoseleffortsThavebornesuchlrewarding
fruit.[Welarelalsolcontinuing ourléxaminal]
tion[ofltecordslcopiedbythe[Mormons[to
their[Salt[Lake Citylarchive.[Soloverall[a
highlysatisfactory few months. Theonly
disappointment[Imight[IbelthatTJweThave
failed[toCorganisea New[Year’s[card[in
time [for[this[autumn. Ildohopethat[Some[]
onewill_Ccome forward[to[developsomel]
thingldlong(theselines formext[year.

ih

HISTORY SETS THE TONE[0fTthis[issue.[We
publish[ all preliminary[] investigation[] by
Vibeke[Sealtiél Olsenlintothemost ambil]
tiousthemelsofarfemergingloutoflthe rel]
newallof(family(ties:[thel¢claimthat[Wwelare
descendedfrom[thehouseoff David.[We
alsolincludeMosheShaltiel’sfirstteportof
references(tolthefamily hamelin[the Rel]
sponsalandrhis(teturn[to[the[Thessalonikan
funerarylrecords.[1'The Gazerte[Iplansto
enlistCaneditorialpanelloflacademiclspel]
cialistsfin[Jewishrhistoryto[supportthe[in[]
creasingly[scholarly¢haracter[oflourmatel]
rial. WelOgoJonlJtoJallcoupleJofarticles
promptedIbygenealogical Jinvestigations:
thesecondlinstalmentJof[Vibeke Sealti€l
Olsen’s[reconstructionofithelearlyyearsiof
theDutchfamilyfrom(thelarchivalltecord,
including[speculation"about[the origins of
theNorthSealbranchlof[the family; and
Jackie[O’[Callaghan’s[accountoffhowlher
genealogicallstudiesIedher(tolthe family.

Thenl tolless[academicl[ contributions, in[]
cludinglan(interview Wwith[a[fesident[of[furn

ofthelcenturyThessalonika;accounts of
childhoods[twelvethousand “miles[lapart;

recollections’oflalcelebrated family[scamp;

and[] al] more[J selfléxamining] piece[] by

Georgel[Cassuto.[Weltlose with[the[zew

Jrom[Gloucester[Square,[Where 1 reportThow

albusiness[trip[ledmelto[the remnants[of
theldamps/atlAuschwitz.

INTRIGUING LINKS EMERGE outlof(theselar[]
ticles.[Vibeke[Sealti€l[Olsen[teads[thelrefl]
erenceltohen”lin[signatureloflthe owner

oflJthe[JShealtiel Haggadahlas[]“noble”;

Moshe[Shaltiel[femindsusloflanotherpos[]
sibility[inlhis[temarks aboutlthellinks[be
tweenl[]the[Ilmedievallfamilies[Jusing[Jthe

names[Shealtiel JandHen.IOtherwriters

showhow[bothDutchlandBritish[families

keptuplthelstreettrading[whose London

faction[madelAlie[Saltiel[aTocal[¢ouncillor.

This[astarticle[closesConalpiece ofrol]
guerywith hints[atlinks[Wwiththe New[Zeal
landlofthefollowingtnemoir.[AndWwehave

alcouplelofllinks[between thelgenerations,

with[articles[from[ILawrence[Saltiel [(father)

and[JJackie[JO’Callaghan(](daughter);Jand
thel¢elebration[oflthe dife[of Daniel[Shaltiel

by(his(son.

ih

THIS ISSUEis[goingloutTo all[paidMipsub]
scribers;CasCwellCas grazis[forfonelissuelto
thosemewly[discovered(since[the last[¢copy.
Welhavetespondedfoltequestsbybinding
theldirectoryloflfamily[members[separately
and[testrictinglits[¢irculation[to the [family.
IThopelthat[those[hewcomers[wholmissed
lastyear’sCTAmsterdam(reunionlarelable[fo
capture[somethingloflits[flavourfrom[the
accompanying/supplement.[Finally,[Special
and(heartfelt[thanks(to[Aviva[Goldschmidt,
without'Whom/ therewouldhavebeenmneil]
ther[thisfinternational Gazerte[norl[thelre[]
centlypublished[Frenchledition.
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May(welclaim(de[’
scent! from
David?

ThisU preliminary! | examination] by
Vibeke!l Sealtiél | Olsen ofthe
fragmentary tecord of Jewish history
concludes|that|there is\inerit inlclaims
that thel Shealtiel family has a Bibli!]
callorigin; andlislintended|to nitiate
aldebatelontheselmatters.

I OFFER THIS[as[anlopening[ contribution(tola
debatelon[thellineage of(the[Shealtiel[family,lin
thehopel(thatlit/willlchallengeteaders(tolsearch
forlinformation[ tol supportl or[ rebut my!l prel|
liminary[¢onclusion(that/theleévidencelis[¢onsis! |
tentwith(dlink/to the lineof(David.

%3

IN CHILDHOOD [I[was(told[that[the surname[of
mylgrandmother, JacobalSealtiél, was of Bibli[]
callorigin.It[Wwaslalgreat[thrill for[me(tolooklin
the[Bible[and[seelthat[this[was[true. It[{made
melproud; wholélsebutmy/grandmother(had(d
namewith[suchlorigins?[When[Itenewed[¢con[]
tactwith[myIDutch(¢ousins,Illearned(that(they
shared [my( pride,l éxpressinglitlin[phrases(like:
“Ourl]family(]arelIthelldescendants[]of IKing
David”;[land[1“My[ lworkmates[Icall_ime[“The
King’,[becauselour[family hamelis[mentioned
in(theBible”.

When![I[started[ correspondingl with[ Miles[in
1993, I[Wwrote[thatlour[familyldescended [ from
the[Biblical prince, Shealtiel.[ Miles doubted
thatlthere[could(belany![realisticl proofl ofl kin[
ship/betweenlalBiblicall figure andl[al[familylin
the[ Diaspora.[His[ challengel stunglime, and[1
determined tolprovehim(mistaken.

Sincelthen, I[havelmadelinvestigations[to test
thel hypothesisthat[the[family bears[its[hame
becauseloflaldirectlink(with[the[Biblical[Sheal ]
tiel.[ Thelresults(havelledme(toldeveloplan(ar(]
gument(with[three(strands. First, thattherelare
uncontested [ examples[ elsewherel ofl authentic
family[links[over[ suchlalperiod.[Second,[ that
thel continuitylofl postlexilicl claims[ofl descent

from[thellinelof{ Davidlshould[beltakenlseril]
ouslyland[may(tepresent evid=ncel .. andloflit[]
self.Third, thatthe[Shealtielsui. vellonz mace
claimsloflthis(kind,[Wwhich[Wwerclepparantly.cl]
ognised/in[Medievaltimes.

%3

THE FIRST [difficulty[to[belfaced by lany modl[]
ernlclaim[ofldescent[from/thelline of[Davidlis

the[immensity[ of(the[period.[Incontestably,lit

wouldbelextraordinary(forfan(dauthentic(blood’
line[to[survivelthe approximately 130[general]
tions[Isince[/Zerubbabel,[Ison[Jofl the[loriginal

Shealtiel,[ returned[from[exile[in 536BCE.[Ex[]
traordinary,[/but[not[limpossible.[J1Such [links

havelenduredlinboth[gentile[and[Jewish[his[]
tory.[In[gentile history, the[Chinese[family of
KunglThas[lan[Junbroken 2,500 year[llineage.

Theylarelthe descendants[ofl Kung[Fultse, or

Confucius, who[died[in 479BCE,[ thatlis[just

three[generations(after[Zerubbabel’s/return.In

Jewish[Jhistory,Jthe[titlesof Jtwo hereditary

casteslof Templelservants—the[Cohensland(the

Levis—transmutedinto[family[lnames,with[]
standing(the[generally[ prevailing[ jpatronymic

usagesand [ surviving[ to[ this[day,[ that[is[for

around[ three[lquarters[ofl the[ period wel[are

considering.

An[lassociated [ difficultylis[ the[ turbulenceof
Jewish[] history.[] Turbulencel] hasl[] been[] no
stranger[to[China, however, but(the Confucian
legacylwas[Iso[ Imomentous[that[thosellcon[]
cerned(Jexerted[Ithemselves[Ito[ Jpreservel land
document(their/blood link(to[the[sage.[descent
froml[the(linelof(David[would/belthe most/¢mil |
nentlin[thelJewish[ tradition./'We[may!surmise
that(Jan[Jauthenticl[llineagel lwould Jcommand
similarlylintense commitment.[ In[ this[light,[ T
concludelthat[ thellength[bfl thel periodlis[nho
bar.

%3

THE DUTCH CLAIM OF[descentfrom[the(linelof
Davidlhas[respectablelprecedents.[ Thelrecord
shows[thatfrom[ancient[times,[sSuchlaldescent
has(been/claimedlin/the[Diaspora.Toladdress
at[theloutset[the[principle oflsuch ¢laims, the
issueloflauthenticitylis[both[¢entralland[probl]
lematic.[Welarel entitled[to[belsceptical about
Babylonianlorlmedievall claims/reported[toliis
at[Second(or(third(hand.On(the otherthand,we
should/balancelour(scepticism/with[altecognil |
tion[oflthegeneral historicallreliability[of (much
of( the[Jewish[tradition. Many[ofl the[Biblical
accounts[ ofl historical[ (asopposed[tolrevelal]
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tory) events havel been! confirmed[ byl thelar[]
chaeologicallrecord, or[corroborated(bylindel |
pendent[] documentation/ | from[Ineighbouring
peoples.This[suggests(that/theBiblicallauthors
were[far(from/fancifullabout historicalimatters.

Whenlwel¢come[to[thelpostBiblicallperiod,we
mayl fear[thattheltraumalofl exile[ couldhave
undermined(such(standards,the(stresses[of(the
Diasporalperhaps(creatinglan(appetite(for(reas/|
suringmyths.[Welmust[acknowledge[that[Jew[]
ishlhistorylhas[notl been(free[froml suchl epil |
sodes,/in[particular/from/false[Messianism.The
historyloflthelearly[Diasporalofferstiolgrounds
for(suchlconcerns, however,[with[Jewish[ener[]
gies[ devotedl tol intellecl]

hammedans.[In[Spain, the[importancelattached

to[nobility beforetheexpulsion assumed such

proportions(that(some[peoplelonbeing¢alled iip

to[the[Torahltrefusedtoltead the[portionlifthe

man[whowas[tol follow them was[nhot[ofl the

samehigh(rank[as[themselves...Oneltan[seelal]
readyfrom[this[statement how[greatCwas[the

emphasislaidlonmobility[ofbirth(bytheSephar(]
dim.{op.[dit.[p 280(f.)

Towards[ thel close[ofl the[ Middle[Ages[there
arises[ thel explicit claim[bfl descent[from[the
linelof(David.[Some[Sephardic(Jews stated[that
they[were[*of the[seed[royalland[ofl the[hol]
bles”, or[that[they[fhad[altradition[that they
werel of[ the[ Tribel of Judahland[ ofl thel seed
royal”.[Other[Jews[imade[sarcastic[temarks[dil |
rected

tuallrather[thanlimaginal]l
tive[Synthesis, and(aldeas(]
suring! | weight

calloutlook.[Other[things
being(] equal,[ | moreover,
suchleveryday(material(ds

“Claims|of descent from
consistently placed on a  t1€linelof David|goback(too
disputatious( land [ sceptil | fa'r nto Jewish land Mszly

...against[thoseSephar[]
dim[who[tlaimed[supel]
riorityJ on[J account(] of
their[Jnoble[] birth...(op.

cit.[p 283 )

history(tolbe dismissedout , .. .o ocnes:

ofthand”’

Welalso(find[Somefamil

the Responsaldocumental]

liesCIclaiming[ to[belde[]

tion[may/beltakenlas(telil]
able(for(teportslincidentalto[the matter[inder
dispute.

Turning(tol$pecifics,[ descent from/[thelline of
Davidliwas[ theltraditionall claim[ of( the[Exil]
larchs,[ the[ hereditary[leaders[lofl tthe[ Jewish
community[ ofl Babylon.[No[ doubt[ thel claim
served(allegitimating/purpose,butlit(could(also
havebeen(basedonldocumentarylor(oralmate[]
rial(Wwhichhas(failed[to[survive.[So[far, I have
found[nholreferencelto[Shealtiel[from![this[pel]
riod, but[ thelldocumentation[surviving[ is[ 5o
sketchy/thatlacunaelhavelittle[probative force.
(Editor’s(note: MoshelShaltiel has(told inel that the
Responsaldocumentation—seelthelarticle following
Sforlhis! firstl veport—shows( continuous| referencesio
historicall persons[ bearingl thel namel inl thel Diasl

pora.)

Claimsofnoble, if not[ Biblical, descent[rel]
curredlin(medieval[Spain.[I[quotefrom Ashke[]
nazimland Sephardim(by].[ Zimmels.!

Anllinteresting[parallel to[the[theory[thatlthe

Sephardimlderivedtheirlorigin[from(the Jews[in

thelSouthlofPalestinelisfurnished by thebeliefs

whichWwerelcurrent[in[the[Middle[Ages and[in

theltenturies following that the[Jews 0f[ Spain

were(thedescendants/ofthemoblemen(inJerusal’
lem.Theselstatements[were[ineantto prove the

nobility[ofithe[Sephardim....(op.[cit.[p 3)

Thelorganisation[of(families[bearing[the[hames
of(] famous[] ancestors[] was,[ as[] Nachmanides
pointedCout, Jcustomary[JalsoJamong[the [Mo[]J

scended(] from[] Biblical
personages[orfromfamous/scholars(inthe Mid[]
dle[Ages, and[even[tlaim[toldescent[from[the
houselof(David/isfound.[(op.[cit.[p 285).

Naturally,[this[proves hothingin[and [oflitself.
Thoselconcerned[werelévidently[selflaggrand (]
isingland[may[have [ become/selfldeluding.[Al]
ternatively,[ they[ too[may[ have[ had[access[to
documentarylor(traditional(material (whichjus(]
tified[their[¢laim.I[alsoldetect[some[probative
weightlin[thelapparentevidencelthat[contem/[]
poraryl triticism[Wwas[ directed[towards[the[sol]
ciallambitions[ofl the pre Expulsion[¢claimants
rather(Ithan[]the[Jauthenticity[Jof[ Ithe[lclaims
themselves.

Soltoltoncludelonlthisscore, I[wouldargue
thatl¢laims(ofldescentfrom(theline[of(David(in
post[Exilic[Jewrymeednotbedismissedasuinl]
reliable. Thelevidenceloflcontinuous—albeit/in[]
termittent—such(¢laims(may, fnoreover, reflect
theléxistence oflconfirmatorymaterialmow lost
tolus.

%3

WE HAVE NO DIFFICULTY[locating[Shealtiels[in
this[ichain[of events.[Thel Jewish community
waslin[continuous[occupation[of[Babylonlinto
the[modern(periodlandwas[alprincipal Source
of Jewish [settlement[ for[ Islamic[ Spain.[This
provides(the[routelover[which alink[wouldlex[]
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tendlintothe[Sephardic(cradleloflourown[fam[]
ily.

Welmay!(takelit[that[the[modern[Shealtielslare
thelJdescendants[Jof! thelseries[lof namesakes
emerginglinmedieval[Catalonia. Thislincluded
several[prominent/figures.Theltombstone from
Monzonlldel] Campos,[]Palenciallstates|that
RabbillShemuel[Ibar[IShealtiel, lwho[died[Jon
27TH[August 1097[bore theltitle 2aNasi[ (Hell
brew:[prince,lleader).[Onigrounds/ofiprudence,
letfusldeclinethelimplication[that(theltitle Aal]
Nasildenoteslal toyaldescent[per[se.[Evenlso,
wel should[notel that[the[locall community[ atl|
tributed( iconspicuous/[ distinction[ tol ithel ffirst
personl sol far[ known! to

man/ capital Constantinople.[At[the beginning
of(thelcentury,[RabbilShealtiel[was[the Kakhya
(intermediary) [ between[ thel Sephardic[ I Com[]
munityland[the Ottoman[authorities in[ Conl[]
stantinople.Traditional(sources(suggest:

...thatlhelwaslappointed to relieve[the Rabbilof
some [ bfl theburdensoflofficeCandtoprotect
membersCof the[Jcommunity[in[their[Jdealings
with[the government[and[Wwith[other[groupsin
the[Ottoman/society. In[factthe [Kakhya’s] own
interests[andthoseloflhis[associates[often came
first.[(Epstein 1980,p 63 ff.)2.

Epsteinigoeslon(to report/that:

Jewswho [were@mong[theimportantfunctionar[]
ies[oflthelcourtlandpalace,[dandthosewholmade
special contributionsto

bear[Jthellnamellin[Ithe
post(Biblicallperiod.[The
professionslattributed[ by

noteldistinction, linclud[]
ingl] treasurers[| tol] the

“It'seems thatimedieval
thelrecord tolother[mel] ]ewry @‘ecognisedmhe @lazm
dieval’ Shealtiels/also[del| O f@urmyy‘bears 'fo @Oble—zf
not Biblical—descent

Ottoman(life[Wwere[bften
granted[éxemptionfrom
taxationfor[‘themselves
and[Itheir[Jdescendants.
This(tradition[datesback
at[]least[] to[] the[ I mid[]
fifteenth[J century] and
continues’] during[] the

Kinglof[ Aragon,[ Rabbis
and[physicians.[ Presumablylother[unrecorded
ShealtielsChadmoremodest[stations, butlive
havel[lnol[lway[lofl knowing[ what[Ithe[ balance
might(havebeen.

W HAT WE DO KNOW/is[thatlin[duelcourse(the
medievalfamilylitself ¢claimed[noble,ifinotBib[
licalldescent.IlrefertoZimmels, op.[cit.[page 3.

Among[the[Ashkenazim[as[wellCas[among[the

Sephardim[thereJwere[Jsome[lfamilieswhich

claimed[ al certain[nobility[ byl comparison[with

thelrest[of their_countrymen.[While, however,

among[theformer[this[hobility[attachedto cer[]
tain(localities,[among[the(latter[this(nobility[was

inherent(in[thefamiliesthemselves...In[Spain,ar[]
istocracylattachedtolcertainfamilies tegardless

ofltheir[placeofl birth[andtesidence.[Thus[the

following[families[were[considered [fobelofThigh

rank:[Albalia,/Abulafia,[Albargeloni,Alfachar, Al
naqua, Benveniste, Ibn[Ezra, TbnMigash, Shal[]
tiel,[Sasson, Nasi, Falagland Tbn(Giath...

The Shealtiel Haggadah provides[ confirmation
of ¢ontinuitylinto[thel[early[post[Expulsion(pel]
riodLof(both[thefamily’s tradition of medical
practiceland[its[ tlaim[to[ nobility.[ The owner
identifies] himself(] as:[] “Abraham[] hen[] ben
Ja’udah[Hal Rofe[ ben[ [Emanuel ben[Ja’udah
LeBait[Shealtiel”.[f“HalRofe”means[“the[phy[]
sician”;Jand[“hen”is[JherelreadJas[“noble”
rather(than(alteferenceltothe Hen[family.

Furtherl[post[Expulsion[confirmationJof[Jthe
continuitylof[ tlaims[to[Biblical origin[may[be
foundlinlthelarchivall registrations[ ofl tax[ex[]
empt[ families in[the[sixteenth[centuryOttol]

sixteenth[ centuryl] and
afterwards.[(op.[dit.[p 183[ff.).

Adjacentlin[theltax[register[tolalgroupoflex[]
empt/familieslidentified by mame/is(anotherlex[]
emptlgroup,_apparently_alfamily of(physicians
and[ annotated[ asl descendants[ ofl David.[Ac[]
cording(toEpstein:

...therelis[holindicationso[far[who(the scion of
thefamily, to Swvhom[the exemption must/first
havelbeen[given, may‘havebeen. {opLcit..p 183
ff.).

Ilam[tempted[to combine our[knowledgelof
the[tradition Jof[ physicians [ within[ the[ family
and[IthelpositionJof Kakhya IShealtiel—who
wouldhavehadnoldifficultyarranging(a(fiscal
exemption—tolsustain(thel[¢conjecture[that[the
familymoted(ds/descendants(ofDavid[were[dlso
descendants(oflthe Kakhya.

Toltonclude, therelis[noldifficultyin[locating
persons(bearing[the hame[Shealtiel[within[the
communities[in[which[¢laims[ofldescent from
thelline[ofl David[arose;_and byl theimedieval
periodJthelIrecord[seemsl]to[lshow[Ithat[the
community!at/large fecognised(the[¢laim oflour
forbears(tomoble,ifnotBiblical,descent.

%3

I DO NOT claim[that[an[Jauthentic[Jlink(Thas
beenlprovenlat this[$tage. This[said, I[take[the
view[that[al[reasonablel[reading[0f thelrecord
makes[it[ premature[tol reject the hypothesis.
Thelévidencefrom[both(gentileand Jewish Tis[]
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tory[rebuts[thelview that[wel[$should[dismiss(a
link[‘merelyon[thel grounds[of thel period[of
time. Early[claimslofldescent from[thellinelof
Davidneednot(belseen[asunreliableand(their
subsequent!(teiteration/may/belselflconfirming.
And[ there[lare[Shealtiels[involvedin[ related
traditions/ from/[at[least medievall times. Inlhis
speechlat(the reunion/dinner,  Moshe referred
tola/family(traditiontold(to him[by(the(scientist
ShmuellShaltiel: [1“Shaltielim| son[ Reyes”—The
Shaltiels[areloflroyallstock. I[wouldlike to[be[]
lieve—and [ Il suggest[ithat[ I[ havel reasonable
grounds/ for[ suchl belief—that[ this[is[ al faint
echolintolourlown[timeloflan[ancient(tradition
towhichlour([family(is(heir.

Itlmay/belthatl others ofus/havelfamily[tradil|
tionswhich reflectlournoblelorigin.Iwould be
happy(tohear[fromlyoulon(this/score, welcom![]
ingl support,[ rebuttal, andl Any[ additional [ in[]
formation.[Contributions(to[the[debate[will[be
published linthefollowinglissues/of(the Gazerte.

Notes

1.0 J.[Zimmels,MAshkenazim[and[Sephardim:[their
relations, differences,[and[problems(as(teflected
in[the[Rabbinical Responsa", L.ondon, Oxford
University[Press, 1958.

2.1 Mark[JAlain[1Epstein, 1"The[1Ottoman[Jewish
Communities[and[their[Rolelin[the[Fifteenth
and[] Sixteenth[] Centuries"] Islamkundliche
Untersuchungen]Band 56, Freiburg,[1Klaus
SchwarzVerlag, 1980

Editor’svesponse

Iidolnot(thelleastlzvish tovainlonlanybody’siparade,
butllldolfeellalresponsibilirytolénsurelthat aldebate
oflthel kindlopenedlup by Vibekel Sealtiél Olsenlis
conductedlinlalinanner which bringsnoldiscredit to
the family.

Thel authorisliight tol¢haracteriselinel aslsceptical,
butlllshouldlacknowledgethat herlarticleltouches on
ssuesl whichl gol beyond myl capacity| ol editl them
withlauthority.

Inlconsequencel I intend| to! convenel aninformal

panell of qualified| historians tol adviselinelinlthese

mattersand willlobtainalresponsel tol thisl article

fromlonelof theirinnumber. [Thoselconsidering contril]
butions(tothisldebate shouldnotethattheirlinaterial

mayl bel forwarded tol onel orlimorel panellinember,

wholwilllbelasked(tolactlinlthelcapacity ofiacademic

scrutineer.

Tol avoid misunderstanding, [ the expenses| arising
willlbeltolmylaccount, [vatherthanlalchargeliolthe
Gazette.

M.S
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Thelrecord(of'the Responsa

Thislarticlelby Moshel Shaltiell draws attention tol al celebrated reference to
Shealtielland|associated families\inthe Responsalliteratureloflexchangesbetween

medievalvabbinicallauthorities.

ON THE NEVER-ENDING traill of[ the[ Shealtiels’
imprint[onlhistory, I find[ Il havel struck[pay!]
dirt,lindeed[alwholemother(lode. Ilam[speakl]
ingl bfl(the Responsal,[the monumentall collecl]
tionoflletters Ibetween[Jmedieval[lrabbinical
scholars.[This[ contains[ exchanges[‘and[ com![]
mentaries/ on[rulings( byl thel religiouslauthoril
tiesloflthe(day, both[formal Beit[Dinsl (religious
courts) andlindividual[Rabbis[Wwhosellearning
hadlmarked/them[outlaslauthorities. [ The Rel]
sponsal offerslal comprehensivel picture bfl the
everyday[ preoccupations ofl the[ communities
outlofwhichlitsléxchanges(arose.

Altesearcher(can($pendhis(life(and never(mas/]
ter[thisimountain/of knowledge—until(tecently
available[ only[ in[ the[ form[lof( ldozens,[ ifl not
hundreds,of lunindexed[Jvolumes. IThellstul]
dent’s[difficultylis(all[the moreliflhelis[looking
forlalhamelrather(thanlalsubject.[Tolmylgreat
good/ fortune,[lsome( yearsl lago[ the[ Bar[ Ilan
Universitylin[Israellaunched(the ResponsalProl]
gect.[IThis[will[lcompilelithe Torah, \Mishnah,
Talmudland Responsalonto cDslenablinglcoml]
puter(based(searches.The[benefitslof(this(pro[]
ject(tolresearcherslarelselflevident.[As forlmy
ownlagendalitiwill[énable(me [to[fsurf”[through
history(for[the[Shealtiel footprint.[Since Miles
is[readyltolgoltolprint[with[the[hext Gazerte
(whylhenamed/[the[firstlone humber(twolisla
mystery/tolme) Ihave[chosenlonesamplefrom
the Responsaltosharewith(the(family:

The Barcelonalban|of 1305 CE

THE BEGINNING OF[]thellfourteenth[ | century
caught[the [Jewishlcommunity[in[ ISpain[lex[]
posed(tolal rapidlyl changing world. Cultural
trends, [ availability [ ofl differentteaching,[ many
translationsofl foreign[ studies,[ and[ the[ daily
communication] with[l the[] "outside[] world",
caused [ anxiety ‘among/[ ithel leadership[ofl the
Jewish[community/who[saw[the[perils[in[Wwhat
theylsawlas[the["Hellenisation"[of[our[people.
Thelconcern[was[that/the[younger[generation
would[steerlawayltoward[thelurelof["thelout[]
side".[Theylfelt[that[the[youth[should/be[1iml[]
mune"[until[teadyltol facelthelbutsideworld.

Onl(thelsecond[Saturdaylin Av[(August 4)Wwith

thelconsent[of[ thel[ entire[ community, Chief
RabbilShlomoloflBarcelonaland his[Beit[Din

(court)[declared(alban/on/anyMoutside"[studies

whetherlof(naturelorlof(theology. Exempt/from

the[ban[was[the[studyloflmedicine. This[ban

appliedtoleveryone inder[thelagelof twenty[]
fiveland[was[toéxpire[fifty [years(later.

Thelgravitylof(the[situationand[theteluctance

of(thelleadership[to[limit[studiesisexpressed

clearlyby(thellengthyléxplanation[(three[differ(]
entllegallpapers—almostlofl apology)the date

chosenlitol[declare the[ban—Saturday[ before

thelninthlof Av, the daylof theldestructionlof
the[Templelandlaldaylalwayslheld[in[awe—as

welllas[thelinclusion[assignatories of alsubl]
stantialllist'ofifamous(rabbis(and(scholars.

Twelveloflthethirty(six[signatories[of(the[Bar[]
celonal(Ban/(are Shealtiels?(or[families known to

have[used[the[ Shealtiel[ namellsuchlas[Hen

(citedlinlthe Haggadah), Hasdailand[Sheshet

(alsol¢itedlinthe Haggadah).

%3

LOOKING BACK FROM [ the[ perspective bffered
by_today's_ distance [ bf almost[seven hundred
years,[ Welmay[well admire[the toleranceland
wisdomlJof(the[ leadership[ofl the[day. Their
combinationJoflJdetermination[and [ Jhumility
showslupwelllin[thellight[ofl the[earliness of
theltimes[land [ the[severitylof[ the[ perceived
threat.['Their[ restraint[lalso[ bears[ favourable
comparison[with[the[methods[of the[Catholic
churchlJin[parallell circumstances/Isome[ ltwo
hundred(years[later: inquisition,[ confiscation,
pogromland [finallylexpulsion—alllin[the hame
ofl{Godldnd[the(defence oflreligion.

Notes

1.0 Thelcase[lawldevelopedafterthe Talmud was
completed/and sealed.

2.0 Thenamelappears(as Ben[Shealtiel. Weinder[
stand [that(the Benwas/dropped/in/Thessalonika
around 1600 CE

PAGE EIGHT



AUGUST 1995

SHEALTIEL GAZETTE

VOL I NO III

Theltombstonesof ' Thessalonika—II

Theselfioteslby MoshelShaltiel supplement the analysislhelpresentedlin(thellast

issue.

MY sTUDY OF[the[Thessalonikal[tombstone,
publishedlin[the[previous Gazettelattracted rel]
sponses/whichladd(tolourlknowledgeof(family
history:

1534 CE—Tombstonel of Rabbi Shlomol Levi
(paidifor'by Delicia, wife of Chasdai Shaltiel) :

Cousin[Leila[Abravanel from/Belleview, Wash(]
ington, wasl reading[ thel[study[tolher[ninety!]
fourlyear[ old[ father[Alberto[ Saltiel[when[he

started [ laughing:[(in[ fact,[ I heard[ helis[still

laughing).[Yes, helsays,itlis[true.Delicialpaid

for[ the tombstonel and[ shel[was[ thel wife of
Chasdai. Thel reason[helis[sure:[ helis[ their

nephew.[Well,(how(¢anhelbeher[hephew(you

ask?[Simple:[RabbilLevildiedlin 1534, butlhis

tombstonelWwaslin/badlshapelandlin 1870[the

late[Delicialpaid(for(a new[tombstoneltolan old

grave.[This[showslhowl[ carefullwelhaveltolbe

while [tracing(our(family.

%3

ON JUNE 23RD 1995, I receivedlalcalll from
Alex[Carasso[8altiellof[Argentina, [(no,he does
notlknow[Santiago, but(will ¢allhim)[Wwho(re[]
ceivedlalcopylofithe Gazertelfroml[hislmother
and[Jrecognised[]Rabbil]Sadillas[his[]great[]
grandfather.[/RainalIMolcho,[Ja[ I Thessalonika
cousinlandhistorian, confirmedthat[ourlelders
in[fThessalonikal remember[Rabbil Sadillas[a
Dayan!(religious[judge) and[that(helis[telated
tolmy[ branch ofl the[ family. On[ his[ way[ to
Paris,[Alex[was[tolattend the[French[reunion
planned( for[ the ‘weekend[lof[ June 24THI[ by
cousins] Christine[ Jand[]Jacques[]Saltiel.[/He
promisedtollgive[Philippe[Saltiel his[ family
chart,(solwe[c¢ould/incorporatelitlinto [our/fam[’
ily[tree.

New familyline

A PROFESSOR AT[ Bar[ Tlan[ University who[ T

questioned(about FigolLocolteferredmelto(Jaco

Hendelil from[Jerusalem. Curiouslyl thel same

Jacolattended[ thel first[Israelil familyl reunion

that[GilalandIlhosted[just/alfew daysbeforelat

our(Jerusalem/residence.Heléamelas(d[guestof
Raoull SaltielCof Tel[Aviv[ (from[the Han[Bel]
chor[branch).Jacol[said Chis[ grandfather[told

him/(that[they, the[Hendeli[family, belonged to

the FigolLocolsynagogue.That/seemed[strange

as[welknowl(thatl[the FigollLocolWwaslalsynagogue

exclusivel[ to[the[Saltiel[family.[Jacolwas[sure

aboutlhislinformationland(heléven wrotelabout

itlinldbook/thathe publishedsomelyearsiago.

During(thelconversation,[Jacoltold[me[that his

family(namelis(teallyla[Hebrew[Aramaic[hame

Hen[DelLil which[imeans *“myl Hen” [ or[ “my

grace”.[Helhadlconsidered oncel changing! it

backlto[the[lname[Hen[but[that[President

Shazar[of( Israel,l and[alhotedhistorian[ton[]
vinced him[not(to[dolit[because of the iiniquel]
ness[]ofl /the[ | Hebrew[Aramaicl]combination.

Now,[ofl¢ourse, the mysterylis/solved:the Hen

family(is[associated (with[ours: [weknow oflsev[]
erallinstances[where(the hamelis[suffixed[with

theladdition[foflthe houselofl Shaltiel!. In[this

light,[Jwel] arel[] delightedl] to[]welcomel]Jaco

Hendelilas(alfully(fledged[Shaltiel.

Notes
1.0 See ShealtiellHaggadahland Responsalstudy.
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GENEALOGY

Thelorigins/of'the family—how/the

Saltiels became(Sealtié€ls

Inlthislarticle based onl genealogicallmaterial foundlin! thel Amsterdam archives,
Vibeke Sealtiél Olsenspeculates about the originlof thel North Sealbranch,
and presentslherreconstruction|of thelévolutionlof the Dutch family, fogether ith
somelsurmiseslabout!links|between family lines.

BEFORE 1992, WHEN|thelinvestigationintothe
originl of the[ Amsterdam/[ Sealtiéls[ started,[the
Dutchl family[ generally[believed[that[our[for[]
bears[ camel directly from[ Portugal.[This[was
basedlon!thelfact[that[the[family[as[part of
thelJSephardicllcongregation[lofl /Amsterdam,
whosel fulllnamelin[Dutchlwas Del Portugees’
Israélitischel] Joodsel | Gemeentel 1 vanl ] Amsterdam
(ThelPortuguese(Israelite Jewish[ .community
of [Amsterdam). Many[ imembers[ofl thisl con[]
gregation/wereldescended(from(so(called Marl]
ranos_or[*New[ Christians”, 3vholhad[lived[in
Spainlor[Portugalliinder[ Christian[ cover,[ rel]
verting[ tol Judaism/lin[thel sixteenth[ or[ seven!]
teenth! centurylon!theirlarrivallin[ Amsterdam
orlotherlwesternEuropean/cities.

%3

AFTER OUR REDISCOVERY( | of[|thel Saltiels[]of
Mediterranean/( origin[and[their[ possible[links

with[thel[SealtielsLof[ Western[Europe,[therelis

anlalternative(to[thelhypothesis ofldirect[Porl]
tugueselorigin.[Thislis(thatthe forebears(of(the

Dutch(Sealtiéls[weremnot Marranos, thatlisthey

hadlhot[beenl[baptised[andhad[hever[livedl[in

Portugal.[Onlthis[view,[the family[Wwouldhave

left[Spain[before or during[ thelexpulsion[ bf
1492, and[goneltollivelin other[Mediterranean

countries, which(they(¢ould[teachby(ship [from

thelportsLonlthelcoast ofl Catalonia,[in[which

mostmedievallreferences/to[Shealtielsloccur.

Inlthefollowinglyears,the[tecord[shows[Sheal ]
tiels[in[Rhodes,[Hania[(Crete), Constantinople
and[Thessalonika.[Saltiels[lived[in[ the[latter
froml[ thelsixteenth[ century onwards,[ butl the
declinelofltradelwhichloccurredlin(thelseven!]
teenthl century. maylhavel caused members[of
theJfamily[ to[leave. [WhereasJsome[Saltiels
went[ tollive[in[the[Balkans,[ e[ may[ surmise
that[Saltiels[ engaginglin[financel emigrated[to

thelimperiall ¢apital(and (financiallcentre, [Conl |
stantinople./Suchlldealings[ Iwerelconducted

with[Jews[and[ Christians[from[both[Western

EuropellandJother[IMediterranean(Icountries.

ThelIsaac[ Saltiellof[ Constantinople of[Whom

welhavelalrecord, Wwas(albroker,[solexplaining

his(presencelin/the Ottomanl(¢apital. [His[deall
ings[with[Jthe[1English[Jmerchant[]company,

Thomas &[Son,[would[give him[thelopportul]
nity[tolorganise/émigration(toILondon.

Onllthis[view,[ his[Jpresumed[son[Eliaulwas
probably[lborn(Jin[JConstantinople,[land [ lemil’
grated(toLondonlas anl[infant,[or[vasbornlin
London(after(thelarrival(of his[parents.

EliaulSaltiellisImentioned[for(thefirst[timelin
theltegistersofithe Nozaldos[Consertos,the poor
relief_ fundofl the[Sephardic[ICongregation[of
Amsterdam.[ When[ Eliaul Saltiel hadhis[bans
publishedin[Amsterdamlin 1760helWwassaid(to
be Fofl London”. Eliaullcould [writehis[own
name, butlonlhis[Ketubah[of 14[Tishrei 5522
(1762),[his['surnamel spelled wronglyin[ Hel
brew(as YR P90, linstead of DR ARY. This sug!]
gests[ twol_possibilities: [ firstly, that[ Eliaulwas
notlable[toread[the[Hebrew ¢characters[(orlhe
did[notllcare[about[these matters); and[sec[]
ondly,[that(the[Sephardic[¢ongregation 6flAm[]
sterdam/had[holknowledgeloflthe[Saltiel [fam[]
ily,and Lof[ithe [ Biblical Corigin[of our[ family
name.

%3

DAVID, THE OLDESTL!son[] of JEliau’s[Isecond
marriage,[ was[ bornlin[November 1773[while
Sara,[Eliau’sfirst[wife, was[still[alive.[She[and
her[childrenlmayhave(been(living[inthelsame
houselas[ Davidlandlhis[ parents.When[ David
was Barl Mitzvahlin 1783[(21[Adar 5546), he
wasl given tephillinl(phylacteies)and zsitsitl by
thelSephardic[Congregation,[énabling
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him/ tofulfillhis(teligious[obligations.[Heused
the tephillin/forthreelyearsibefore/thelcongrel]
gationlgave[ him[new[lones[(3[ISivan 5549).
David(seems[tolhavelbeen[pious, andhis/¢on[]
nectionslwith[Ithe Esnogal!(Sephardicllsynal]
gogue) mustl have[ beenl close.[ David's father
died[whenl[heliwas[onlyl seventeen[ years[ bld,
and[Davidlhad(tolfind[allivinglin[order[tolbe
ableltol support hislmotherland[younger![ sibl|
lings.

Two YEARS LATER,[in 1793,/ David(was[work![]
inglaslalservant oflthe Esnogal of( Amsterdam.

Inltheimonth[of[November, he hadlhis[bans

publishedwith[GracialLevy[Montezinos. Gral]
cialwas(theldaughter[oflIsaacldel[Joseph[Monl]
tezinos[and[DeboralDalSilvalRosa. Gracialwas

twentylfivelyears(oldland[David[stated/thathe

was/twenty[six[years old,but(this[was[not[true.

Davidland[Gracialmarriedlin(the Esnogalin(the

year 1793[(20[Kislev 5554).[Atlthe[timeloflhis

marriage,[the[ Biblical origin[ of the hame[had

been[noticedland[itwas/spelledlinlalway[that

reflected(this. Unlikehis father, [ David [was [lit[]
eratelandlonelof(the[servants(ofithe Esnoga. In

his[signature, helWwrites[thenamelas["Sealti€l".

Like[ many[ another[Saltiel and[ Sealtiél—past

and[present—David[wouldhave been[proud(of
his(claim[{discussedlin[the[firstlarticle[in[this

issue)[tolbelaldescendantofl King[Davidland

the[ Biblicall Shealtiel.[[Thel[ dieresis (the[ two

dots(similar[tolan[iimlautlover(the[¥e”,[denotl]
ingl al separately[ pronounced( syllable) onlthe

suffix(§°[i€1”,[ conveys his[wish[tolacknowledge

theHebrewlorigin(ofihismame.

After(their[marriage, Davidland[Graciallived[dt

the["Sonnehofje" [ (Sun[Garden)in[ Marken,[a

minute’sCwalk from[the Esnoga.[The'Sonnel]
hofje"Wwasloneloffortylsix(narrow alleys/on/the

Marken(Island,l¢ach[being[toonharrow!for[two

peopleltolpassieachlother.[Thelareawaslover![]
built/with(slums/andléachhouse[was[split(into

severall] apartments:[]damp(] basements, [ tiny

backyardldwellingsand[darklrooms[tuinder(the

roofs, iwhich Cwereinhabited (by[ the[poorest

familieslin[teturn[for[alfew[cents[weekly rent.

Inloneloflthese[houses, their[first[$on, Eliau,

was[bornllon 6[April 1794.['Thellchildwas

named/after(David’sfather.

In 1795David Wwas(given(a tallith[(prayer(shawl)
from[ithepoor[relief_fundof( the Sephardic
congregation, as his/financiallsituation[did[hot
allowhim(to pay(for[this(kind[of[éxpense him[]
self.[Their[second(son[Isaac[was[bornlin 1797.
Thelchildwas[named[after[the recently[del]

ceased[ father[ of iGracia. David[ and[Gracia's
first(twoldaughters(were hamed[after(theirpal]
ternal[Jand[Tmaternal jgrandmothers[/Deborah
and(Ester.[Bothlthelgirls[died[dsbabies.

Betweenlthelyears 1797[and 1813, Davidland

Graciallivedlin[Marken, wherel[theyhad[seven

daughters] and[] another(] son,[] before[] their

youngest son[Joseph[was[bornlon 28 October

1813.[Gracialgavelbirth[tolalchild[aboutlevery

twoyears, but(shelandDavid also[suffered(the

lossLof(five [ of their babies.[Thel[surviving[¢hil ]
dren[werelalsourceloflhappiness[to their[parl]
ents.[David[sentl[all[his[sons[to[school,swhere

theyl studied[thel Jewish[ religion, and[learned

readingland[writinglinDutch.

%3

IN 1796, THE JEWS[ofl Holland [ were[ granted
civillequality[ but,[ though[ holbccupationlivas
anyllonger[closed[tolthe[Jews, imost ofl them
keptlin[thelline of( business[theylhad[beenlin
for[generations.[Theldaily(life ' waslaffected [by
theJmassive limmigration[Jof_poor[IAshkenazi
Jews,[causinglincreasing competition[in[ busil]
nessldand[fervent(religious(disputes between/the
twolgroups. From 1814[0onwards,[the[uselof
Yiddish[was[ prohibited[in[schools and[synal]
gogues.[The[daily[use of the[Dutchlanguage
eased( thel assimilation[ of the Ashkenazil Jews
into[/Dutchllsociety. [ In[the[early[ nineteenth
century, most[Jews[in[Amsterdam[spoke[Yid[]
dishlwith[some[Dutch/words/mixed(in, éxcept
the[Sephardic[minority[wholcontinued[speakl]
ing[Portuguesel amongl onelanother untillivell
intolthe(nineteenth(century.

There[was[almassivel presencel of Portuguese
Jewslin[the EsnogalofitheSephardic[Congregall
tionof /Amsterdam. [ The[ICongregation[ was
very[wealthyland[well[(known[and its[members
boastedlof(their(noblelorigin. After(the[wealthy
Portugueselimerchants'hadlarrivedlin[ Amster[]
dam[ from[thel[seventeenth century_onwards,
these formerI"New[Christians" [directly[re[]
turned[to[Judaismland[joined[the [fPortuguese
Jewish”[(Sephardic) (Congregation of L Amster[]
dam.

THE SEPHARDIC CONGREGATION[oflJAmster!(]
daml[strengthened(thel[prideloflitsimembers of
beinglISephardicJand[lgave[lallmonetaryl[igift
when[Seljphardic[ Jews[married[leachlother,
rather[] than[] marrying[] an[] Ashkenazi.[] The
Sephardic Jews[Lof[Amsterdam[had[their[own
expression for(thispride. The Grandezzaloflthe
SephardicJews[of
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Amsterdam[was[iwell(known[and, until 1940,
theJSephardicl Jews[looked [ldown[ luponl[ithe
AshkenaziJews.

1%

As(thelson(oflan(eastern/immigrant,it/may(be
supposed[ that[ David[ spokel Ladino with[his
familyl and,[as[al servant[ and[imember[ ofl the
Sephardic/synagogueloflAmsterdam,hehad[to
uselthe[Spanish(languagelalsofor[prayersland
duringllsermons(lin[Jthe /Esnoga.JUnlike[ Ithe
other[ISephardic[ Jews[Jof[ /Amsterdam,[ David
wouldprobablynotihavelspokenPortugueselin
his[daily(life,[ and[this[might[havelaffectedhis
sociallintercourselwith[the[Jews[of[Portuguese
origin.

David(Saltiel’s(familywas[onelof(thepoorest(of
the[Sephardic[families[ oflAmsterdam,though
his[ functionl[ as[ al servant[ ofl the Esnogal was
consideredhonourable.

Thelinherent! prestige! ofl this[ function/would
have/made[Davidlandlhis[family[tespected[ by
thePortuguese Jews of[Amsterdam. Unlike(the
childrenof the hawkers, the[lsonsofl David
werel[hotlobliged[tolhelp[their[father[withl[his
work,[ and[they[went[tol schoolltogether with
thelchildren/ofthePortuguese(Jews.

Theylmusthavellearned[tol speak[the[Portul]
guesel languagel ithrough![ theselIcontacts,[ and

hencelthelchildrenlofDavid[Saltiel assimilated

and[]becamellknownl[]as[]“Dutch[Portuguese

Jews”.[Indeed, in[subsequent[times members

ofl thel[ Sealti€él[ family[ havel claimed—we[ how

believelerroneously—thatlour(familylwasof(dil]
rectly[Portugueselorigin. (It[was[the[children[of
David[Saltiel[(wholwere[the[first[to[sign[official

documents[Iwith[Ithe[ladjusted[/family[lname

“Sealtiél”,linstead [of(theoriginal (fSaltiel”.

Mapof Fewish[Quarter, Amsterdam
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In 1813,[David'sl daughters/ L.unal and[ Rachel
werel eightland[six[yearslold,[respectively.[We
maylpicturel Ithem[Iplaying[lwith Jtheir[ lbaby
brother[ Joseph.[ Theirl[lolder[ brothersl [Eliau,
Isaacland[ Benjaminl wereaged[nineteen,  $ix[|
teenl and[ten, respectively,latl thatl time. The
familylhadleft/theirlhomelat[the[¢corner[oflthe
Leproosengracht onl the[ Vlooyenburgl Island,
wherel[ sol manylofl their[infant[childrenhad
died.[Theylwent[tollivelin[the[Rapenburger(]
straat/ho. 55, Whereltheir[fivel children[would
stayhealthy. [After(that,[Gracialgave birth fo[no
morelchildren.

W HEN JOSEPH REACHEDI schoollagelin 1819,
hisl motherl iwas! fifty[two

In 1825[David'sCmother_diedJat[itheJage[of
eighty(six.[Ester[had[beenawidow[for[thirty[]
five Cyears.[1She hadJbeen[Jal[point[ofl focus
within[the [ family, respected land[loved[very
much( by lher(]children,[lgrandchildren(land
great[grandchildren,Wholhad often visited (her.
Thelwholel[family[was[Very(sad[about her[de[]
cease.[Her[ great[age[was[probably[seenlasla
signloflthe[grace oflGod, mightland[good [for[]
tune.

From 1825 onwards,[ Benjamin[iwas[the[ only
son[wholived with[his[ parents,lafter(most of
his[siblings[lhad[Jmarried Uor[left_ lhome. /He
probablyhad[difficulty Jmaking[a[living[ for

himselflin[Amsterdam. (It

years[old[and(thelrearing

seems[thathemustlhave

“ . .
of(¢hildren(was becoming The H'Iambu?'g Synagogue becomefedupivithLhis

allheavyl ! dutyllfor her.
Graciallhappilyl]let[lher
daughters,[] Rachell] and

accepted him!asthey had
heard no complaintsof his hisiuncleJoseph,/in 1826

lack] of[ ! prospects.[] In[]
spired(by[theléxamplelof

Luna,[ help[her[toltake behaviour 9 Ber.l] aminl decided J to
emigratel] tol] Hamburg.
careloflthe(houseland(the . .
Hel arrived[in[ Hamburg

family.[Gracialand[David
werelhappyland(proud(when!(their[$econdson
Isaaclmarried[RibcalMontezinos(in 1819.After
their[wedding, IsaaclandRibcalwent(tollive [in
the[Korte[Houtstraatlin[ Vlooyenburg. In[No[J
vember 1820[Gracialand(David(becamelgrand(]
parents(for(the(firsttime Wwhen Isaacldnd[Ribca
hadlalbabyldaughter. Thel child[was[ nhamed
RachellGracia, after/her(grandmothers.

It[seems[that[thel[bldest[ son,[ Eliau, regularly
travelled to[The[ Haguel forhis[ work,[las[ it
wouldhavellbeen[ there that[he[imet[IClara
Drievoet, an[Ashkenazil girl. [ Eliaul and [ Clara
gotllengaged.[ | TheylIwerel Imarried[Jin[ 1 The
Hague,[where(their first'daughter,[Gracia,[Wwas
bornlin 1823.[Eliauliwas[al hawker.[After[the
death[Jofl their[ldaughterin 1827, Eliaulland
Claralmoved/backlto[Amsterdam, where[they
livedlin[the TLangeHoutstraat/in[Vlooyenburg.

%3

THE MARRIAGE OF ELIAU[tolan[Ashkenazil girl
is[likely[to[have[been[something[that heither
David[nr[GracialwouldChave Cwelcomed[but,
with[thefate[oflhis(brotherIsaaclinmind (see
thellarticle” ) “Foundingl \[Father”in VOL I, NO 2),
Davidseems[tolhavelbeen[reconciled[to[the
choicelofl his[oldest[ son. David wouldhave
helpedlEliauland[Clara/when/[they[teturned to
Amsterdam,[probablylasking his/acquaintances
if(theydould(offer his[son[work.

in[ Septemberl andasked[thel Sephardic[Con[]
gregation[for[permission(tolsettle. It[took(three

years[before[helwas[acceptedlaslalmember[of
thelSephardic[Congregation.In[June 1829(the

Congregation[ gave[ noticel that[ theyl accepted

himlas[almember[¥as[theylhadlhot'heardlany

complaintslabout/his[behaviour”,landlon[conl(]
dition[that[his[uncle[ Joseph[de[ Eliaul Saltiel

wouldlguarantee him[with 200[MK[Crt[imme[]
diatelyand 2[IMk[Crtleachliweek[ thereafter.

Benjamin/ imarried [ Jehudith[1Goldschmidt/Jin

Hamburglon 15(July 1829.[Subsequently, Benl[]
jamin[and[ Jehudith[livedat[ Neuen Wall[in

Hamburg.[Benjamin/madelallivinglas(alvendor

ofllottery[cards.

%3

THE YOUNGEST DAUGHTER[ of Davidland[Gral]
cia,[Rachel,waslalsourcelof(serious problems
in 1829,.[Shelhadlleft(thehouseloflher(parents,
and[hadl becomel pregnant,[ thoughl shel was
unmarried. In[October 1829[Rachel(gave birth
told[daughter, withoutimentioning[the hame[of
thel] father.[J Rachelll must[]havel[] beenl]very
ashamed (of(what(hadhappened(tolher,land(the
birth[oflher(daughterwasmotltegisteredwithin
the[SephardiclCommunity.[Thelcivil registral
tionUofher[child(was[ldone[ by two of_her
neighbours.[This[may[belbecause[Rachellhad
notlconfessed toher[family[that[she[was[preg[]
nant,[or[thatherfamilytefused(tohave dontact
with[her[lbecausel lofl ithellscandal.[ Thelltwo
neighboursof[ Rachel did not[know[how[to
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spelllher(family(hamelcorrectly,(hence/Rachel's
daughterliwas[ given[ the[ name[ Rachel David
Sealtille.[Rachellwas[toolsicklor[toolexhausted
tolc¢orrect/thelérroneous(tegistration, orlinaybe
sheldid[hotl[care.[Onelmonth(later[thel child
died.[Thelcivil[ registration[ ofl thel death[was
made[bylher[!cousin", Isaac[ Nabaro, althirty
year[oldhawker.[ Tt is[ possible[ that[helmay
havelbeen[thelnaturallfather[of(the[child.[The
expression[cousin"wassed[frequently(at(civil
registration[ tol express[ an[ unofficiall relation[
ship,[and[hol[Nabarolisl known/tolhavel been
married[tolamember(oflthe [Sealtiél family.

Alyearllater, onel dayl before[her/twenty[third
birthday,[] Rachelll was

InSeptember 1838, thelyoungestsonlJoseph
married[Abigael[ Benavente, and[$ubsequently
algrandchild,David,was[bornlin 1839.[Gracia
was[ probably[Very happylabout[theselevents,
unlikethat[ofl the[decision_oflher[$on, Eliau,
and[his[wife, IClara,[lto[lmovebackto[[The
Hague,las[welmay[takelit[shewouldhavel[prel]
ferred[tolbelcloser tolher[grandchildren. Grall
cialsurvived herhusbandby!(five[years,dyinglat
thelagelof(seventy(fivelin(January 1842.[Onlher
tombstonel[werelengraved[the hames[ofl Eliau
and[Benjamin, her[two[sonswhohadleftlAm[]
sterdam.Herl[other(twolsons[Isaacland(Joseph
stayed[inAmsterdam,(their(situation/being/sat( ]
isfactoryenoughl for[ theml[ tol[settle_downlin
theirnewl[country.

married(to[JudalCassuto,

€€ . I
Who. [wasla T<1t.udent [oflthe CIOSQ ‘contacts @ontznued Hen.ce, [the[ISealtiél[line
Jewishl] religion.[] Rachel e continued[in[Amsterdam
and[Judalhad[threel[$ons betweenl|the m’mlhes ‘that through!theldescendants
and(three/daughters. The emigrated.and those ofl Isaac, Josephland Ral]
children_mustlhavel[been staying mn ﬂmste'rdam » chel,[swho(carried[on[the

relativelylhealthy,laslonly

name—spelled[] variously

onel ofl theirlinfant[ sons
died.['Rachellherselfl lcould [ lnot[ThaveThadlla
strongl constitution.[After[fifteen[years of marl |
riage, she[died(in 1845[at[thelagel bfl thirtyl]
eight,leaving[Judalto[carel forl[their[fivel chill]
drenllaged[ between! threel and[ thirteenlyears
old.

ICdonotlknow[what[happened[tol Luna,[ the

youngest daughter(of/David[and[Gracia.[There

islholrecord(that[she married or[diedlin[Am[]
sterdam,[and[the[Sephardic[Congregation only

has(the(recordloflher(birthlin 1805.[LLunaldoes

notl[lappearllin[ ‘the municipal[ registration[Jof
1851, Isollshemust[ have[ leftl Amsterdam[ by

then. [It[might(be[that[Lunalmarried[andlived

outside[Amsterdam, or[that[shelemigrated[to

another[ country, but/Amsterdam[has(nolar[]
chiveloflémigrations(before 1851.

AS THEIR CHILDREN were founding/andraising
theirfown[families, [ Davidland[Gracialhad[be[]
come/elderlypeople.In(thelyearsfrom 18200
1837, [theylhad[witnessed[the[birth offive[¢chil ]
drenfrom[Eliaulland[Clara,elevenichildren
from(Isaacland[Ribca,land four[¢hildrenfrom
Rachelland(Juda.[Meanwhile, they had(learned
oflthelbirth[oflthree granddaughterslin(Ham[]
burg.[Oflhis[twenty[three[ grandchildren, [six[]
teen(werelstilllalivelin 1837,[when[Davidldied
at[thelageloflsixty [four. Untilhis[death[David
stayedlinlhis[home in[the[Kerkstraat 116.[ He
was[buriedlat/the[Sephardic/¢cemeterylin[OQud[]
erkerkla/d[Amstel.[His[wife[and[¢hildren[paid
for[afombstone(to be placed(onhis(grave.

as[Sealtiel[Jand [ ISealtiél.
MostLofl the[familySvas[very[poor, but/family
ties[Werel $trong,and[they would[ givelhelp[to
eachlotherwhenevernecessary.

%3

C ONTACTS WERE KEPT up! between! thel famil]
lies[ that[lemigrated[land[ those[ thatl[ stayed[in

Amsterdam.[Thesel[contacts[musthavelexisted

until(the beginningoflthetwentieth[century. In

1889,[when[JosephlDavid[Sealtiélland[Abigael

Benaventelcelebrated[Itheir[fiftieth[ I wedding

anniversary,[ | they[lplaced]allnewspaper[lanl]
nouncement[informing[ all their[ family,[ living

insideland[outside[Holland, [of(the[¢elebration.

Another[ examplelislseenlin[al Germanl/letter

from[JHerman[1Sealtiél[ to[ 1David [ |Shaltiel[Jin

1966.  Hermanl ownedla Siddur (prayer/book)

with[the mame[“Samuell$Sealtiél”[printed on[it.

Hel believed[ that[it[had[ belonged[tol an[iunl[]
knownuincle[of his[father.[He was[right[as(the

owner[canlonlybe SamuellSealtiél, shammaslat

the Esnogalfrom 1883[until 1942.[Aslaboy,[the

fatherlof(Herman iusthaveloccasionallyltrav(]
elled from/Hamburg[to[Amsterdam [to[visit[his

second(¢ousins(and(the(restlof(the Dutch(fam[]
ily.[JButllby 1966, Ifamily[Ities[between[Ithe

Sealtiél[branches[in[Amsterdam[and[Hamburg

werellostland Herman[ mistakenly[ concluded

thattheDutch(Sealtiéls[werenokin.

Bylthen, any[ memory_of__the Mediterranean
origin[oflthefamilyhadlalsolong[disappeared
from(the[Dutchfamily,land[today(there[are no
Sealtiélslwholspeak(the(lLadino(language.
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Saltiel,[Shmaltiel...

...aJewbylanyothername...
...would beleasier(tospell

How Jackie!O’Callaghan’s interestlingenealogy!drewher to theldiscoverylof

her family.

I MAKE NO APOLOGIES! for[ thel irreverent! title.
Jewslhavesurvived byl theirlability to[laughlat
themselves.[BornlalJew!and[alSaltiel, Ilteserve
those/(rights.

1%

“THAT'S S.AA.L.T.LE.L”[Wel had[to[spell[ it
everyl time. Myl surnamel caused[ mel[ untold
miserylaslalchild—nobodylhadlheardloflit,[or
could[ pronouncelit,[ let[ ‘alonel spelllit.[ I[ got
called[¥Saltpot”[andlotherwouldbeWwitticisms
(notlyet/having/learned(thelart[ofl selflraillery),
and[was[ glad[ my[ married[ namel was[ rather
moreluser(friendly. Il now[wish, husband[ or
not, thatI[hadlheld(on[to[theloriginal, because
it is[al namel tol bel proudl of, and[ therel are
probably(less/than(twolthousand[ofluis[on(the
planet.

Genealogy, havingl[ licked [ at[my[thoughts[for

years, [ finally bitlmel[in[my[mid[forties.[I[tead

thatlit[tends[tolhappenlatl this[agel for[some

reason; with[the[possible[exception ofllifelong

devotees(suchlas[Cousin[Vibeke!Ildcquired(an

unquenchable! thirst for[ knowledgel of mylanl(]
cestors.[Like[many[people, I[regretted mothavl]
ingllquizzed my![ late[ grandparents[_aboutl the

“oldenl[days”.[My[motherlalways[talked [about

herlown/[ family,[ so[I[assumed[that there[twas

nothinglelse(tollearnaboutlthe[ Saltiel side. T

was[wrong. Myladdress(booklhas[doubled[to

provelit.

%3

I KNEW THE TASK[] of(] tracing[ | my[ | forebears

would[ bel[difficult[ becausel of thel wayl Jews

haveldispersedlaround(the[world.[Onlalwork(]
inglholiday(visit[to[Israellin 1990[(helpingto

restore[the[Botanical[Gardens[inJerusalem),I

hadbeen[told[that[*Shaltiel” was[al¥eryLold

and(respectedhame, andlalsolthatloflaldistin[]
guished[ General.[ Thel[iel” [suffix, I was[inl[]
formed,[lmeant,[1“my[Jruler[Jis[1God”—as[]in

Daniel,[Gabriel,[étc.[ The[Museum[ofltheDil]
asporalin[Tel[Aviv,[ albeit[onlalhurried[¥isit,

yielded[ nothing[at[that[time.[ I was[ puzzled,

and[determinedtofind[outimore.

First[stoplwas[St.[Catherine’s[Houselin[T.on[]
don,[Jwhich[Jrecords([births,[Imarriages/]and
deathslin[England(from 1837.[1(was[glad[the
namevas hot common,[then, for[althoughlI
did[Thavelto[lmanhandle[lnumerous/]gigantic
tomes[ offl thel[shelves[before[I[foundlalSaltiel,
whereltheywere(tecorded, there[waslonlylever
onel ] perl] quarter(year[] volume—no[] wading
through[dozensof[similar[titles! (Therelwas,
too, onlseeing[ mylown/[birth[entry, that[odd
feeling[thatamong[all[the millions ofl éntries,
therelonelwas,in[blackland[white...) Ilordered
alcopylbf Elias[(Alec)[Saltiel’s—my[grandfal]
ther’s—birth[certificate. [Its[arrival(in[the post
wasllike[a[ birthdaylitself. It showed[his[par[]
ents’[Inames,[]occupations/ land[Ithe[Jaddress
wherehelwas[born.

I WAS HOOKED.[My!father, Lawrencel[(Lorrie),
always[said [ that[ his[ grandfather’s[name[had
beenRalphland(thatwas/alllhe knew. I[was(de[]
lighted[to (find [it[was[in fact[Raphael. I[had[al[]
ways(loved(that[hamelandlhadIknownlat[the
time, [ I[might[have used it forlmy son[Mark’s
middle[namel (evenlifl Raphael did_desert[his
family[to[gol[to[the[TUSA...).[I[searched[back(]
wards[from[Elias’s(birth, andI[ordered[alcopy
of JRaphael’s[lmarriage[Icertificate, Jwhich[re[]
vealed[thatlhisfather(was(alsolc¢alledElias[and,
as[I[suspected,was(alreadyldead(at[the time[of
his[grandson’s[birth,[ becauselofl the[ Jewish
custom/oflhot haming[¢hildren(after(the living
(allusualJpointer_in[ Jewish[genealogy[if_ iyou
have(nolotherlinformation.)

Raphael,[] aged([] twenty(two,[] had[] married
Gertrudellde[/Roode, Jaged[ltwentylone.[ Her
parents[werel David,[altailor, and[Clara, [ Wwho
couldmotlapparentlylwrite(hername/becausela
crosslappearslonlthelappropriate place. They
were[married from 14[Dock[Street, White[]
chapellon sTH[June, 1884Llin[the[Registry[ Ofl]
fice,[which[makes/me[wonder[why they(did not
marrylin[thel synagogue. Was[ Gertrudel not
Jewishl after(all?[ Was[shel[ pregnant?[ Elias[ ar[]
rived[lon 21ST[/April 1885, solthatl does[ not
seemllikely.[Raphael’s[birth[Wwas/hot[recorded
at[St.[ Catherine’s,[ solI[teluctantly  concluded
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that'helhadlindeed!been/bornlabroad. Saltiel

was,[I[knew, al[Sephardiclname—solhadlthey

come/from(Iberia?(WouldIlhave(to[go(there[to

findlout?[ (I[did[(not know, then,[thattheylhad

fledfive[hundred(yearslago!)[Myltimeland(re[]
sources[ werellveryl limited.[/That, I[thought

sadly,was(that.[Wronglagain.

I RARELY sAW[ my[ Aunt! Betty,[ widow[ of my
UncleHenryl[(Lorrie’s(brother), but/welspoke
onlanother[matter and/sheltold mel (I[should
havelasked her(soonerliflshe hadlanylinformal
tion) [that[ Saltiel,[though

great(selfldisciplinetolaccept/that[while[most

peoplelarelenthusiasticlabout[discovering[their

forebears,[afewjustdomnotwant(to know. It[is

frustrating[too, becausel[theylcouldhave valull
ablelinformation.[We must[find Gways_ofap[]
proachingland[persuading[them, even[ifl they

dolnotlwish[to belinvolved[with[the family, to

letfuis(have[what[theyknowloflitshistory. Any

ideas?

Therelwasfurther(information from[Vibeke on
the (Amsterdam/[ Saltiels, and [ 13vas[fascinated
byl thel]lovely[] Spanish

notl common,[is[ better

names:[ Monteiro, Querl ]

known![Jin[/Holland([Jand
that/many(Jews hadcome

“My family had always

ido,J Delafuente...l A
cousinllfrom[/New[1Zeall

from[] there—as[] cigar Seerne disolsmall 'y @Spe Cially land,[anotherlkeen genel]
makers—inl[] thel[] ninel] Comparedmo E,/ly %usband’s alOgiSt, [told[Jme[Jat[the

teenth[] century.[l This
soundedpromising,[but(a

crowd ofrelatives

» Reunionl] thatl] Raphael
wouldlhave[been hamed

search(] through(! Dutch
records[] did[] not[] seem
verylpracticableleither!

Shortly[ after[ that[ sheltold mel about Vibeke

and[Miles[and[sent[melalcopyloflthe {Sheall]
tiel”’[booklet[produced[ byl thellatter, Wwith[the

genealogicalltable[showing[theldescendants[of
Eliasl] ofl] Amsterdam,[] myl] great[greatl]
grandfather—cited on[Raphael’s[marriage[cerl|
tificate.

10 wasl] astounded.[] My[ | family[ | had(] always

seemed[$mall,[eéspeciallylcompared(tolmyhus[]
band’s crowdofl relatives (for[(Wwhich[I rather

envied[ Thim). ' I[Jonlyllknew[]of imy[parents,

grandparents, [ and[alhandfullofl aunts, uincles

and(c¢ousins. Now, here(I[was,[afew(days/later,

talkingl on[theltelephoneltolaltealllive[ cousin

(Miles) Tneverlknewlexisted.[Myldstonishment

wasl[complete[when[I[discovered[that[Raphael

hadlhadlseverall$iblings, onelof[Wwhom, Abral]
ham,had[twenty[ children, andanother, Re[]
becca,hadlabout/fourteen.[So,[suddenlyI[was

partloflalhugefamily[too.

FIRED WITH ENTHUSIASM, [ I[1looked[uplalllthe
Saltielslin[the[UKItelephone books[ (barely a
dozen,land[Jonly[Jeight[Jof 'whom [ I /did[not
know), and[sent them[copiesLof the[booklet,
thelgenealogy(tableslandhews[of the[planned
reunion. I[gotlimmediate[excited [feplies[from
several,[allltelated[(Abraham’s(line).[Manylof
them/(attended(the Reunion, and Ilwas[pleased
tolhavelplayedlalpart,lalbeit[small,lin[ getting
everyoneltogether. Fromlonelor[two, though,
there[was[nothing,[ despite[alfollow[uplletter
and[alstamped[ addressed[envelope. [ It[ takes

afterhis[maternal(grand[]
father,[David(de[Raphael

Montezinos;al romanticChamelindeed! I dis[]
covered[too, thatlif[(when) (I[next[visit[Israel, T

canltell'them[I[am/related[tolthe distinguished

General,[David [Shaltiel.

%3

THE REUNION ITSELF, [ aswhoever[was[ there
would[probablylagree, wasl[awhirl[ofl activity
tempered[ by[lalsenseof unreality. (Al cousin
summed/[it[uplinlhis[videolinterview:[welhad
spentlour(liveswith[this(0ddmamethatmobody
hadlheardlof, then[$Suddenly herel‘was[allarge
hallful...[one[could[not[get ised[to[seeing[so
many! Saltiels[at[ oncel (lovely though(theylall
are!).

%3

RETURNING FROM AMSTERDAM,[ | having[] met
relativesand[Inamesakes[/from[Jall_Jover[]the

world,I[wasl[anxious(to[discover[whatever[else

Il¢could—time,[¢ost,[workland (humerous(other
interests[ Jpermitting. It Ilseemed/[that(Jas[lour
eighteenth[centuryl[forbears(hadhadlso many
children, there must/belparallelllines[inlexisl]
tence, and[Vibekelandothers[have endorsed
this[through(their(éxhaustive[tesearches. Allot
oflit[haslindeed [ been done—butlonelikes to

think[onelcouldbelinstrumentallin(discovering
thelmissing(link,[or[a(line hithertouinexplored.

ThelchildrenLof[ Rebeccal*“Aunt[Becky[Cole”

provel elusive—Colelis[al common[ hame—so

perhaps(Iishallladopt(that(asmy(goal.

Looking[through[Census[tecords[on microfilm
is(hotleveryone’slidealoflfun, butlit(isfascinat[]

PAGE SIXTEEN



AUGUST 1995

SHEALTIEL GAZETTE

VOL I NO III

ingl to[ seel thelactuall entries,[ carefully[ handl]
written[ (or[tiredly[ $crawled) [ by[thelénumeral]
torslofltheltime.I[haveWworked on[twomodern

censuses myself,[ calling[lat[ every housel‘and

havingl[toltecordleachlandlevery personlliving

there,[ so[ Il canl sympathise[ with Wwhoever[did

thelsamelin[thelcrowded[slumsloflhineteenth

centuryl ILondon, [ full[Jofl limmigrant[ ifamilies

with[language[difficulties—perhapslitlis[not[$o

veryldifferent(now.

HISTORY UNFOLDS As[youllsearchlthe[ICenl]
suses|atlten[yearlintervals. I found[Elias(Wwith

his(ifamilyllin 1871, his[lnamellspelled[“Ellis

Soltiel” [(QED!)[His[son,[Abraham,appears/in

1881, marriedand Cwith[the[first[three oflhis

children[ (his[hamelis[ spelled fSentiel”—it[is

remarkable(that/the(hamelstayed/intactidespite

this).[In 1891, helhas[another[ four[children

(namel correctly[spelled). [ Welmust[ wait[1intil

2001(tolseelthe rest![His[address[at(theltimelis

thelonelappearing/onlmy/Grandpa’s(birth[cer[]
tificate,[So[Aleclwasbornlinhisincle’shouse.

(Another[piecelin[theljigsaw, as[it[were—little

details(like[this[put[the[Wwhole[thinglinto[conl]
textland[makelit[al storyLof({‘real”[people,linl]
stead [0fljustmames(and(dates.)

I havelyet[ tol find[ where[ Raphaell lived, or
Emmanuel,[ the other[ brother. Auntyl Becky
Coleldoesldppear(with(six[childrenlin 1891, but
thatlislas[far[aslit[goes. If[anyone[Wwould[like

copieslofl thelentries,[letlmelknow.[ Immigral |
tion(lists[are[my[next[target, to find[dbut[when

Raphaelland[Emmanuel¢migrated [to[America,

and(hopefullywhere(theylanded.

%3

THE WHOLE EXPERIENCE has[ shown[imelhow
little[ Il knew [ of my![Jewish[heritage—indeed[1
havellearnedlalgreat/deal from[the(various(acl]
counts[ ofl Jewish[life[ and[customs[written[ by
thosewholhavelcontributedtolthe Gazerteland
theltalks[and[family(books/shown!at[the Reunl(]
ion.[Mylown/c¢hildrenhave[notsofar(shownla
great[ deall ofl interest—they[ are busyl forging
theirlown(lives,landhavelinfactbeenmorein(]
volved[with[theirl father’s[relatives than[with
mine. Myldaughter(has'hung/her(threeReun(]
ion[postersfonlonelside of herlhall, however,
with[Jthe[IIrish[1“O’Callaghan”[Icrest[lon[the
other,WwhichlevokesCmuchlinterest from[¥isi[]
tors tolher[flat! Perhapsiwhen[theylarelolder
they[will[begin[tol[look[at[their[origins, and[1
hopeltolgive[them[¢noughlinformation so(they
domotregretmotlaskingforlit,asI[did. This[is
wherelit[is[hot[only[the most[senior/members
of(thefamilywhol¢an[help—ifléveryonelwrites
downl[their[imemories, even[the[flittle things”
like,[well,[ the[tolourlofl the[wallpaperl[etc.,lit
willChelptowards[ treating[al fascinating—and
potentially[very[ valuable—slice _of[ social[his[]

tory.

PAGE SEVENTEEN



VOL I NO III

SHEALTIEL GAZETTE

AUGUST 1995

ORAL HISTORY

Memories of'Salonika

Alresident ofl Thessalonikalduring thel éarliest YearsLof the centuryliwholhas| el ]
quested|to [remainlanonymous!vesponds|tolqguestions from Vibeke Sealtiél Olsen.

Vibeke(Sealti€l/Olsen:
Werelyoulbornlin[Salonika?[What[dol[youlrel]
memberlabout(this[city?

Respondent:

Yes, Ilwas[bornlin[Salonikalin 1906.Ilspent/my
childhoodJthere,[ IbutlJmadellmany( Itrips[Ito
Francel((especially during[ the[ Graecol[Turkish
warlof 1911-12):[fo[Marseilles[where two lofimy
father’s[brothers[livedand[to[Paris[where[my
mother’s/brother(lived.

Whatl[dolI[tememberlabout[Salonika? Mylan[]
swerlis[thatlit[was[¥sunny”, both[literally[and
figuratively.

Forlme,[thelyear[consisted[of three[months(of
cold,lsnowy, windy[winter[and[nine/months[of
summer, sometimesWwindy[ (the[Vardar[wind),

butl always[ brightand[warm.[ Everything[ that

now[makes[tourism/[sol[successfullin[ Greece.

Thellseal during[ the[lday, land[even[at[ night

when(theboatmen/sailed[along(the(coastextol[]
ling[the[merits of( the[boats[and[proposingla

sail.[ Family[ gatheringsland[ get(togethers[Wwith

friends, [ without[any[distinction[oflagelor genl(]
eration,[ Wwherelin[thelcoollbflthelevening, in

restaurant/ gardens[ or[atlhome,[tenlor[fifteen

peoplelsataround[and[ visited[ longlinto[ the

night.

“Sunny”[alsolfiguratively.[ Ofl course, children
livinglin[alsheltered[atmosphere[¢ouldn’t know
therelwerel difficulties[ for[ some[ partsofl the
population,[problems/whichmust/haveléxisted
hereljustiaselsewhere.They/felt[comfortablelin
this[ stable[atmosphereand[iinconsciouslylap(]
preciated:[ family, [ religious! festivals, charitable
activities.

%)
V.S.0:
When[ did[ your[ family[ movel to[ France, and
why?
R:
When?[In(July 1919rightlafter(the[First/World
War.

Why?My!fatherldiedlin 1916.[In 1917,/the(fire
which[devastated[Salonikalalsol[destroyed our

ancestrallhouse.[My[mother!nolongerneeded
tol[staylin[Salonika.[Sheldecided[tomove,with
myltwolsistersLand (nyself, ¢lose[tolour family
inFrance.

However, [ this[ “why”[ raises[ interesting[ ques[’
tionswhen/lapplied[tolarge scale migration[(in

whichlother[Saltiels[fookipart) ‘thatloccurredlin

the 1920s.Leaving(d[¢ountryldfterla[pogrom(or

in[fearJofaljpogrom[needs[nollexplanation.

However, for[the Israelites”2,3which Gwas[the

term[used[thenlinstead[ ofl Jews3,[ 0fl Salonika

wholledl[alpeacefulland[prosperous[life, why?

Oneléould(only(say“perhaps”because...

OKthen,[perhapsbecauselin[Greece,lasbefore

in[Turkey, there[was[al state[ religion[ and[you

were[notlreally[Greekliflyoulweren’t[Orthodox.

Thelpolicywith [ regard[ to[different[nationalil]
tieswas[hot[onelofl integrationbut[simply[of
association;  consequently,[legislative represen!(]
tation(was/based(on(separatelelectorallcolleges.

Nolmatter[how[ peacefulland[ prosperousllife

was,[ wel remained[lin[Jalicategory[ lapart[I(like

Roman(Catholics/andlothers)and,linlany(case,

ourlstatuswasmot[finferior”in[Salonika,which

hadlaJewish[majority.

%3

This[majorityl was[ passionately[interested[in

thelémancipation[ofltheir[fellow[Jews[in[West[]
ernl countries.[The French[Revolutionland[its

Declarationlof(the[Rights[oflMan,[the[Dreyfus

affair( (the[ Frenchl officer[ condemned! for[es[]
pionage,[then(totally[exonerated)[Wwerel closely

followed bylthe Jewish newspapers.

Thel] major[] newspapers[] werel] in[] French:
LIndépendantland L’Opinion. Inlthis[town[you
couldlTherel]JudeolSpanish(] (LLadino)[ | dating
from[before[the Inquisition, JGreek, Turkish
and,lin[the[port,/snatches(oflconversationlin(all
dialects.[[But[Ithe[principall foreign[language,
morel | important[|than[] English,[ | Italian[]and
German,was/French.

PAGE EIGHTEEN



AUGUST 1995

SHEALTIEL GAZETTE

VOL I NO III

Thislwas[duelto[theleducationlacquiredlat(the
Alliancel[ Israélite[ Universelle[and[the[ Mission
Laiquel Francgaise.[Whenl[ learning[ al language,
youllalsol learn[its[ lculture;[ it’s[ ‘notl[ justyour
mind[whichlis[educated [ butlalsol your[ heart
whichlis[Wwon—especiallylduringlalwarland[its
dangers.[ Froml[ thel teacher’s standpoint,| this
couldbelc¢onsideredlintellectual“colonialism™.
From[thelIstudent’s[Jstandpoint,[Jit’s[Isimply
intellectual “naturalisation™.

%3

Underlthesel conditions, youl canlimaginelthe
friendlyland[énthusiastic/welcome[given(tolthe
allied[troops,lincludinglallargeFrench(continl |
gent,[When/theyldebarkedlat[Salonikalin 1915
to form[thelEastern[front.[This front[tas[lo[]
cated [well(horth[oflthe[town, but thetown[it[]
selfl andlits[ surrounding[ were[ inundated[Wwith
soldiers.

Inladdition[ tol sympathy, there[iwvas[ business.
Theseltens of thousandsloflsoldiers'hadltolbe
fed.[Thelportiwasboominglandlocal producl]
tion[was[entirely(bought(up. Thelarmysupplil
ers(wereleuphoric.[For[three[wonderfullyears,
thelpeoplelofiSalonikalfeltperfectlyatthomelin
thellanguageltheyl spokelandlin[the[relations
theylhad(with[these[very[welcome[newcomers.
Thenlin 1917, alfirefedbylthe Vardar(wind(de[]
stroyed [ most[ofl the[itown. But[mostlimporl(]
tantly,[at[ thelend[bf the 1918 hostilities, the
militaryforceswhichhadl¢ontributed[solmuch
toltheléconomy(and[thelife of[Salonikalandits
regionbegan(towithdraw.

%3

FINDING HIMSELF[with[less[work, or(tho[work
atlall,[speaking[fluent[French, Englishlor[Itall]
ian[(even[though with(a typicallocallaccent),at
easelin Western[secular(¢ulture,tot/bound byla
nationality[thatlin[anylevent heldid[not[teally
possess,landhaving,like/anyone(livinglin[a(port
(especiallya Mediterranean! port),[ friends[ or
evenl[familylatthelother[énd[oflthe[Voyage, all
thisléxplains[Whylour(man(in[Salonikalarrived
in[Marseilles.

Heldebarkedlinla[¢ountrywhichhad[just/come
outlJofl lallparticularly[ldeadly[Iwar.[lIn 1919,
Francelivas[ countinglits(dead:[onelandlalhalf
million!IConsequently,['the[Ibirth[rate[in[the
years[to[comelsuffered(greatly[from[thelacklof
young[men.Thelimmigration[policy, andlater
thenaturalisation[policy,[swere forced[to[ take
thisintollaccount.[This[policylincludedas[a

mandatory(requirementknowledge [ofTthe[lan[]
guageland[assimilation ofl the[customs[ofl the
host[country.[The former[pupilsof[the[good
teachers[of( Salonika[Wwere[ready! Readyliwere
theylalso,justtwenty(years(later [(from[onewar
to[the[followinglonelof 1939-45) [themselves or
their[Ichildren,[ 'when[Jserving[lin[the[ [French
army.

Thoselwho[ believe[in[historical[ determinism
will(recalltoolthat[the fourth[Crusade, halted
inlits advance, created[the[Latin[ Kingdom/[of
Thessalonikal (1204[to 1224).[It[left[behindla
“quartier Franc”[andlalroutel[to[the Adriatic.
Theywill[Jalsollremember[ that[Jafter[ leaving
Spain,[Sephardic[Jews[followed the[Mediterral
nean/(coastslandlived for(along/timelinFrance,
as[shownlinthelocal French/archives.

Solinlanswer[ tolyourl question“Why[did[you
comelto[France?”,[youlcan[seelthat(therelare
lotsloflreasons[which, ¢onsidered[separately or
asldwhole,inderlie(personallreasons.

V.S.0:

Dol youl remember[ your[ grandparents,[ Aunts,
unclesland[Icousins? What[did[ they[Ido[land
what(profession(did theyhave?

R:

Ifdid[nhotknow[my![Saltiel grandparents./ They
died[before[Iwas[born.[However, I knew[my
Saltiell uncles.[Thel first[ threel worked[in[ the
family[ business, whichlalreadylexisted[in[the
mid(hineteenth[ century. What[ I rememberl[is
that, financially(speaking,/there[was(a[common
fundlleveryonelcould[iuse, including[ married
sisters(who[werehaving(moneyproblems.

Thelcharitable Wworksof[thefirst[brother, Bel]
nico, the[patriarch,[was[the family’s contribulJ
tion[ tol the [ Salonikal community. He[was[ del]
voted[Itol[Isocial[Jand[1hospital[Icharities.[ |His
death,[Wworthy[oflhis[life’s_commitment, tame
duringlalmeeting[ of the[board ofl administral]
tors[ of Ithe | Hirsch[]Hospital.[['ThelJsecond
brother,[ Jacob,[iwvas, like[ Zevilon,[ the driving
forceloflthe[company.[He[waslalbachelor[and
hadlonlytwolloves: his[Wwork[and[fishing[just
beforeldaybreak(with[thelocallfishermen.

Thel[lthirdJbrother,[Nico,Imarried[Marianne
Polaccolbfl Smyrna, and[had[four[ children.[ I
am/[ their[ youngest[ child.[ Unhappily, heldied
before[Ilwaslten.[Hel[wasl[in[charge[oflforeign
business.[ Hel[was[the onelWwho[nhegotiated[ an
association, before the endof(the hineteenth
century, with(the[BritishWhitall[dynastylin[the
Near[ East.[Thel company( traded[in[tobacco,
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leatherlandhides, as[welllas[c¢ertainother(local

products.[Inladdition, Wwe alsoloffered[services

suchl as[ maritimel shipping, representation( of
insurancel companies/ and[ settlement 0fl maril
time [ldisasters[/(LLloyds).[ This[loffice Jand [its

branchl officelin[Athens/ stopped[ Operatinglin

1976(when(my brother(Edwin N.[Saltieldied.

Thefourthland(fifth[brothers, Isaacland[Sam,
had[ followed! thel SalonikaMarseilles[ routel I
alreadylmentioned, and [werelalready(settledlin
Marseilles[ welll before 1900.[They! alsol dealt,
independently,l lin[leathers[ land[hides.[ Isaac
marriedlonelofThis[hiecesland hadlaldaughter.
Sam(married[Caroline[CittanoualofTunis;they
had(two(sons,/Mauriceland[René, andlaldaugh!]
ter,[Yvonne.[René[had[twol[children, Caroline
and(Bernard.[Yvonne married[ClaudeWeilland
alsolJhadl[ltwoll children,[ | Marie[Claudelland
Edouard.[And[then[therelwerelthelgrandchill]
dren.[Forlthem,[ as[ for[ myl ownl[ descendants,
Salonikalis[justlalfar awaylreferencelfrom/the
past.

V.S.0: Howldidthey[dress?

R: Thelluncles,JauntsJandcousins_whom[I

knew [ iwell[Jall[ dressed[in[ Western[ style.[The

men,las[Wwelllas[the[women,[paid[greatlattenl|
tion[tfolthelway(they/dressed, oftenbuying(their

clotheslin[Italy,[ Francelor[England[(onelofmy

cousins,[wholwas[welll known[for his[senselof
humour,uised(tolsaylhe had[to[golto[London

becauselhelheeded alraincoat.) [Of course, the

dresslofisome(peoplewas/more[“folkloric”.

Alpicturelis(worthlalthousand/words: herelis(a
photoloflalpainting[showing(the street 6flSalo[]

nikalin 1917 [Editor’slnote: thisl picturelis onlthe

front pagelofithis publication. ][ From[left/toltight
youlfind:(a[British[general,[an[Orthodox[pope,
alwoman[in[ Jewish[dress, la[ Serb[officer,a
Frenchlofficer[(rather[portlylas(helshould(be),
alvendor(the newspaper L’Opinion,a palikar,[a
sailor[(British?),[a[Greek(officer,(a[Macedonian
peasant,thelbacklofla salep[(hotdrink)vendor,
alJew still[3wearingl alTurkish(fez, alvendor[of
L’Indépendent,[two[fashionablyldressed women,
alsoldier’andlalhurse[fromlalCommonwealth
country,land(a[MilitaryPoliceman.

%3

AFTER THE POPULATION/ changed[ from[Turks
to[Greeksfrom[Asia[Minor,after(the fire which
devastated[the[townlin[August 1917, after[the
departureof manylinhabitants[at[the end[of
the[First[World[War,[ after[the profanationlof
cemeteries, and[eéspeciallylafter(the[Holocaust,
the[Salonikalweknew/is[no [longer[tobefound
the[Thessalonikalofl today. It[is(how[dispersed
throughout(theworld,but(livinghappilylin(the
countries[Whichltresponded[to the[Amsterdam
appeallin 1994.TheWhiteTowerlis[still[there,
however,[Jtogether[ lwith[Jthe[J/monuments[Iso
typicallof{ Byzantinelart. The new/(Thessalonika
islvery[beautifulland[¢tontinues[to[playlits his ]
toricallrole(ds/anlinternationalmarketplace.

Notes:

1.0] NotbornlinThessalonika

2.0 Referencelfolthelreligion

3.0 Referenceltothe éthniclgroup

Books inreview—VibekelSealtiel Olsen

Farewell to Thessalonika: portraitiof.anlera.
Leon[Sciaky, London(1946.
Afterlreadinglthe[personallreminiscences/ofla
memberl(oflourfamily who (wasbornlinThessalol]
nika,[you/might(belinterestedtoknow/(more(about
dailyllife(dt/thebeginning(oflthis[century.You Wwill
findsuchlan/dccountlin(this/charming, beguiling
storylofitheauthor’syouth. Thelintenseland(rol]
mantic/description[ofithe(city’s[former(atmos(
pherewentlright(to myheart.[On(page(37,/therelis
alteference(to“Saltielico((little[Saltiel), the[Mon[]
eychanger”

The|Jews of Barcelonal121311291: vegestalof
documents|from/thelArchivolCapitular.

Yom (Tov[Assis,(GinzeilAm[Qlam, Jerusalem,
1988.

Thislteproduces/documentslinSpanish, [@sléxam/[]
ined (bylgraduatelstudents/ofiMedieval [History.

Thereldre(references(toShealtiels(in[the[following
documents: INumbers

13, 36, 60, 61, 71, 117, 213, 239, 277, 295, 326, 32
8, 346, 368, 380, 386, 387, 402, 442, 450, 476.
Therelarelalsolseveralldocuments(whichmention
themame(Gracial(identicallto[Gracian?)

DieJudenlin Christlichen Spanien by Fritz
Baer, ErsterBand, Berlin,(1929.

Documentslarelreproducedlin/Iatin(and[Spanish,
with[¢comments[in[German.[Therelare(references
to[Shealtiels[in[the[documents, Wwhich[tover[the
period[ from 1121 to 1429BCE,[ bnlthelfollowing
pages:

9, 22, 24, 34, 35, 87, 208, 239, 295, 408, 451, 452,
499, 543, 705, 809, 861, 1011, 1017[and 1020.
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Petticoat/Lane/childhood

Theseltecollectionslof LawrencelSaltiel tellthe talelof onelbranchloftheBritish
Saltielsiinlthe East End|of London around the First World War.

I amt tHE son‘of Elias' Saltiel of Tondon. My
earliesttecollection/is/ofbeing[taken/down/into
thelboiler[room[ofl thellocall$choolltolshelter
from([the[IZeppelin[ raids[that[lwere[ldirected
against[Britain[during(the[first[(World[War. By
which[youlwilllknow!(that[I[lam[anloctogenar!]
ian,(my birth(datebeing[April 1914.

%3

MY NEXT RECOLLECTIONIis[oflmy[father[com!]
inglhome(from(thewar[and/giving(melalpenny
with[Queen[Victoria's'headlonlit.[At[thistime,
welwerel living[ in[ Morgan[ Street[in[the[ Bow
districtlofl East/ T.ondon. Eventually[we moved
tolathouselin[the[Mile[End[district, but(after(a
while[wel[moved[ again/tolal flat[upstairs[tola
butcher's[shoplin[thelarealknownlas[Petticoat
Lanelwhere(Ilspentimost/ofimylchildhood.

ICattended( the[locall primarylschool(Gravel

Lane)lin(the CitylofL.ondon, dnd[at(theldagelof
eleven(I[sat[for(the[Preliminaryléxamination of
theJunior[County[Scholarship.I[¥was[success/]
fullsolIlwentlon[tosit[for[the FinalléxaminalJ
tion[oflthelscholarship.[Again[I[was[Successful

with[theltresultthat[I[was awarded[alplacelat

thellocall ICentralschool (Jews[ Freel School)

whichl catered[for[those[who, like[ myselflhad

beenlawarded[ al scholarship,[Wwhich,[in[those

days[iwas[lworth[ the[Jprincely[lsum[Jofl ithirty

pounds.

Thelschoolwas[dividedlinto[twol[$ections, &
Technicallsection[andal Commerciall section.
With[thelagreementlofimy[parents(I[choselthe
Technicallsection,land[have[never[tegretted!it.
Wellwerellinstructed[in[Isciences, [ Jelectricity,
chemistry, physics, inechanics, [technicalldraw!( |
ing, [ woodworkl and[metalwork,[in[addition[to
thenormallschoollsubjects. Themormallschool
leaving[age[Wwas/fourteen[years[but[welstayed
tilllsixteen.

I LEARNT MY RELIGION(at(the[Spanishland Porl]
tuguesel | Hebrew([] Schoolll (Sha'areil) Ttkva—
Gatesof Hope). Myl Bar[ Mitzvah[was[ celel
bratedJat[1Bevis[ 1 Marks[]SynagoguelJin[JApril
1927.[Mylinstructor(in(this[andother[religious
matterswaslalgentleman(by[the mamelof{David

BeunoldelMesquita,[althoroughlgentleman(in
everylrespect.

MY PARENTS SUPPORTED[ /mellin[Imy[Ischool

work, [particularly imy[ father(wholaugmented

my(schoollinstructionby[teaching(me(thebasic

principles ofl radio[ communication,[the[vagal]
ries[ofimechanicalldevices(and(the[principles(of
perspective observationlin[frechandlandtech[]
nicaldrawing.[ It was[my[father's[encouragel]
mentlandlinstruction(thatlinculcatedin[me[my

lovelofltechnicallmatterswhichlhas[servedlme

welllin[imy[ professionalllife. By[contrast, he

alsoltaught[me[to[box, Which[was[very[useful

in[later[yearsfaslalcounter[tolanylattemptslat

bullyingldirected[towardmmebecauselI[was[so

quiet.[ Myl[inother[wasl[alhardworking, forth[]
right[person(withlalstrong[senselof(familyloy[]
alty.Ilhavelalsister[two years/my[senior. I[had

two (brothers,Davidland Henry, bothoflwhom

are(sadlyldeceased.David was(killed(at[Salerno

whilst[Henrylsuccumbed tolaltare[brain(disor[]
der.

%3

UPON LEAVING SCHOOL,[ | after[]attempting/la
fewordinary[jobs, I[enteredlintolalfourl[year
apprenticeshiplas(anloptician,[in[which[profes(]
sion[ I havel[spentl mostLofl my[working[life. T
did, however,[spend[some[nine or[ten[years/in
thel electroniclindustry[ beingl[involvedlin[ the
developmentlofl semiconductor[devices[ (tranl]
sistors_etc.)[and[laterlin[ the[ development[ of
cathodel rayl[tubes[for[ise[in[domestic[televil]
sion. Both[ofl these[ periodswould[not[have
been[possiblewithout[myléarlier[introduction
tolgenerallscienceland(of(¢oursemy(father'sin]
terest/and/éncouragement.

ICmetCmyl[ wife[on[altrain_on[the way home
fromlaldaylat[Southendlon[Sea,lin[Essex.[We
werel[ married[ ‘aboutl[Jalyear[ later, in[August
1940, and[ byl thel grace ofl Godl[and[Renee's
tolerance,wel arel still[ together[ after[ fiftyfive
years[of Jhappy[married[life. [[We[have [ two
daughters:[Jacqueline[Elizabeth,wholis a[free[]
lancel artist'and[works[ part(time[ as’anlinter[]
viewerlin[market[tresearch, and[CaroleAnne,
wholislalsenior(lecturer(at/the(local[Sixthform
College.
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[Fackielhas twolgrownlip children: [Mark[ (twenty!
seven),Lal skilled imotorl cyclel éngineer, ‘and! Shaun

(twenty!five),  al treditl tontroller  withl anlinternall
tionallfinancelhouse].

Mywarlservice Wwaslinitiallywith[an[ Infantry
unit,[butlin 1942, I[was[ transferred[tol[the
Royall Engineers[ as[ an[ instrument[ imechanic,
again/thanks(to/my/earlyléducation.

%3

AT EIGHTY-ONE, I AM, of(course, detired.I(live

in[thel countylofl East/ Sussex,[inthe[Bishop(]
stonelarealof(thetown oflSeaford. Mylinterests

are[ writing[ short[ stories,[making[wooden[toys

for[mylelevenlyearlold/grandson,[photographl]
inglthelhorticulturallsuccessesoflinywife,[Who

isllan[lexpertligardener;[ Jallittle[ ldrawing[ and

painting;l and[repairing/ or[trying[tol[repair[ our

ownldomesticlappliances. Ilamlin[good health

apartl[/form/[Ithe[lusualldisabilities lattendant

upon/theloctogenarian.[ Finallyland[ most/im[
portant, Ilam[fiercely(proud [to(bela Saltiel.

Betweenltwo faiths

Thelfollowinglaccountlofltheveligious Odysseylof George Cassuto, is.an éssay
inlthe uncertaintylof anl assimilation initiated by  the desperate  ¢circumstances of

thelNetherlands under occupation.

ON APRIL 7TH 194I—I[wasl¢levenlyears(old—

ICwas(told[ thatl welwere[ Jews.[That[ dayl re]
mains(stampedin(mylmemory, becauselit[was

thelday/that[my[father[was[tounded[up [bylthe

Nazis.

%3

HE WAS ARRESTED[ at[home, [ because heliwas
chairman/(lof(Ithe[ Jparents[ lcommittee[ lofl Imy
schoollin[the[Hague, thelcity[where wellived.
“And[ whylIcan[Dad[ not[bellin[ the[ parents
committee[ P”[ I asked myl Mum/[iwhenl[ I had
comelfrom(schoolltolfind[thatlmy[father[had
gone.[ “Becausel [Jews[Jare[ nol longer[ allowed
suchlalfunction,”[8helanswered. FButivelare
notJews, are[we?”,I[retorted. “Yes.[Welare”,
shelsaid.[And[solsheltoldmelaboutlourlorigin
and[thel[directionsheand[her[husband[had
chosen,after(theyhad married.

Theylhad(stoodinder(the chuppahlin/thePor[]
tuguesel synagoguelin[Thel[Hagueland[alfew

years[later[ theylhadlleftl for[the[ Netherlands

East[Indies[(now[Indonesia). For[twentylyears

theylhad(lived(there.IDadWworked/in(theleducal]
tion[andlinstructionl ofl the[ future Indonesian

governmentlofficials.[ They[ lived[ the[ lives[ of
nonl(Jews. [ My!father'had(beenlraised[in[an as[]
similated[ Ifamily,[ Jand [ imy[Imother,[Jalthough

coming/from/anlorthodoxbackground—her(fall
therla Mohel,[her(grandfather(altabbi—had tol]
tally[éonformed(toher(husband's/lifestyle.

AFTER TWENTY YEARS[lin[lIndonesiallwelJrel]
turned(toHolland [to[find [ourselves[stigmatised

as(Jews[by[Hitler[and (his[hounds.[After[three
weeks oflimprisonment/my father(was(released
by(theNazis. Presently(thepersecution/waslin[]
tensified,[and1began(tolrealise[What[it[meant
tobelalJew. Aslafamilywelsurvived/thesehard
times:[welwere[hiddenlat[many/successiveladl]
dresses/bylbravelpeople. Ilmyselflwas hidden
by(] pious[] Christian[] people—both[ ] Roman[]
Catholics[andProtestants.During[the [years(afl]
ter the Wwarl[I[felllinto a[welcoming[congregall
tion.[I[joined this[ Protestant/ churchland[bel]
came[lalminister. 1stilllhad[nolideallabout
Judaismland(the[Jewish[waylofllife. I[accepted
the[] Christian[] doctrines[] without[] comment.
Meanwhile[ Tl hadmarrieda[Dutch[Christian
girl,(wholproved tolbelinterestedin[Judaism.
After(Ilhadbeenla[Protestant ministerfor fifl]
teen[years, $helaskedmel*“HowltanlalJewish
boylike [you(be(a[Christian[minister?”

%3

HER QUESTION NETTLED /melJand[Imadellme
think[about[myselfland inylidentity. And[I[felt
the lurge(to[plungelinto[the[studyloflthe Jewish
wayLofl thinking[ andliving,[and[the[history[of
my[_people. Decisive was[ the makinglof ac[]
quaintancelof(great/Jewish[thinkersland writers
suchlas[Martin[Buber,[Rabbill.eo[Baeck, and
the[morel[¢contemporary(scholarsisuchlasDavid
Flusser and[ Shmuell Safrai, professors ofl the
Hebrew [ Universitylof(Jerusalem, [éxperts(in[the
field[of thelhistorylofl the[time[of the[Second
TemplelandtheNew[Testament.

Iwas(thrilled[to[find Lout[that[the Swvords and
worksLof(the [rabbilof[(Nazarethfell(within[the
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setting[of(the[Judaism/[ofl the dayland(that[the
Gospelslarelrevisions(andladaptations by(later,
mostly(anti[Jewish, [Christians. lalso found out
that{the[ Christian[ churcheslhad[$prung(from
thelorganisation/by[the[Roman(émpire,led by
Constantine[the[Great, [Wholmade[the Chris[]
tian[Icongregations[ from/JallJover[ the lworld
convenelin/thel city[ of[ Nicea,[ Turkey,lin 325
AD,[where!theyl accepted[thelfirstlimportant
Christian['dogmas, [ ‘andcut[ the[last[ tie[ that
connected(the[Christian/church with[its[Jewish
origin:lit[waslhenceforth[forbidden[tolcelebrate
theldeathland[tesurrection[ofJesus, whichhad
taken[ placelon/theldaysl ofl Peseta, onl[aldate
duringl]the Pesachfestival.[]1 Thel] Christians
shouldlobservelalhew!(date, fixed (bylthel¢counl ]
cillofNicea:[the(first[Sundaylafter(the [firstfull

moon/after[March 21sT!That/becameltheldate
oflthe[Christian/Easter. [From[thenlonward/Jul
daism(and[ChristianityWwere(two[separate[teligl]
ions.
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AS A MINISTER,[ Il began(tolteach[thelJewish
settingloflthe[personland/the [workl ofl Jesuslof
Nazareth.[ButlincreasinglyI[waslimpressed by
theldevastating[leffect lof IChristianity on[ithe
Jewish[peoplelandlits(history.[After(years(of(rel]
flection,[ I[decided[ to[lay[ down[my[ ministry
and[tolleavel the[ IChurch, and[to[ be[*justla
Jew”.[ButlIldo[notlyet know!(ifl I[would[feellat
homelin(the[Synagogue. Ilam/[still[looking[for
my|(place.

Alstreet/ wiselpolitician
Inltheselvecollections, Dennis[Sealtiel recountslepisodes from(thefreelzvheeling

career _of _Councillor Alie Saltiel,| elected| tol bel the representative of _thel street!]
tradinglinterestlof thelpre war East End of London.

THE SAGA OF ALIE [deriv. [Elias—Editor] Saltiel
of(no.[85 [85[ Brunswick! Buildings, in thel East
Endlofl London]shouldopen(withlaltalelmuch
told by my(mother, forlall (oflits[dpocryphallflal]
vour. [After his/election[to[Stepney[Council, his
own/mother(waslsaid [tolhave[sat/gazinglat/him,
sighing,[“*Mylson,the Councillor.”

Mylearliest/storylofThimlis[ofbeing/thrownout

byl hisl father[ for[ notllearningl his keep.[ His

mother’slpart/Jin[that[ lwas[lsupposed(]tol be

throwingfoodlout/when'hel¢allediiptolher(as

soon(las[ his[ father[ had[ gonel tol work. That

sounds[amusing( butlunlikely:[first,[it[Wwas[tuinl[ ]
necessaryl sincel his[ father[Wwasl away[from/[the

flat;land[ second, Rebeccal had[little[ enough

foodltolsparelatlaltime[whenlalBanklHoliday

picnic[for[the[younger[¢hildren[meant(taking(a

bottle[oflwater and[bread[and[sugar[to[ Fins[]
burylSquare.[Thatmusthave[been(the[nearest

openl(space.Therelwaslalpark(fairly[close,[but

this[ was[ “Itchy[ Park”, al haunt[ ofl dirty[ old

men.[lAlie[Jprobably(]called[lin[ for[ /breakfast

when!thelcoast[Wwasl clear,[before[goinglon[to

carryLonlanybusiness’hehadlon,suchlas(tunl]
ning/bets(for(street[bookieslandhelpingmarket

stallholders.

<
MY coUuSIN RaLPH[tells[ime[lthe[1“Vote[for

Saltiel” campaign[ivaslalJewish[street[trader’s
racket,las[they[wanted[theirlown[voicelon[the

council.[] First[] choicel] was[] Ralph’s[ ] father,
Manny (deriv.l] Emanuel, | myl] grandfather—
Editor). [ Ralphlsays[ Manny[ declined[thehon[]
our. This[maylhave[been[that[Mannyl[did[not
seelhimselfinarrowlylas/aJewish(traderland(did
notl[dependlon[Sundaylin[thell.ane [Petticoat
Lane, wherel Manny’s| granddaughter, limyl cousin
Elaine, listhelthird| generation of the family toltunla
Sundaylstall. [Alsolthelchildhoodlhomelof Lawrence
Salriel, [seel above—Editor].[Helalso[worked[the
Caledonian[Market[and(travelled [fo[Epsom[for
events[ like[the[ Derby. For[iwhatever[treasons,
helpreferredto[stay but_ ofl politics.[ Instead,
Alie[‘was/[ called[upon/[to becomelthel market
men’smouthpiecelon thel¢ouncil.
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I FIRST HEARD[about[Alie’s(influence from[my

younger!brother,[ Ron.[Hel[Wwanted[toljoin the

boy’s[clublrun(by(Basil[Henriqueslin/the[East

End.[Henriques/tried[toldissuade himlon[the

groundsoflthe [JdistanceThe lwould[have[to

travel Jfrom[JPaddington.'The[name[]Saltiel,

however,[leven[lthough(Idisguised[las[Sealtiel,

worked[wonders.[As[soon[as Henriques[dis[]
covered(that/Ronlwas[themnephew of(Council]
lor[Saltiel, (hebrought/out/the [ted[carpet.

Basil[Henriqueshimselfiwas(best(known(as[the
juvenile[magistrate(sitting[at[Toynbee Hall.[He
hadlalhandlin(much(that[went[on/in[theJewish
communitylin ‘the[[East[[End.[The[battle[lin
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which helwasléngaged sidebysidewith[Coun[]
cilloriSaltiel [lconcerned[ithe Sunday[/Trading
laws[in[the[thirties.[Henriques[ condemmed/it
asl religious[ discrimination.[ Jews were[ forbid [
denltoltradelon[Saturdayland(were now!(tolbe
denied(doing(solon(a[Sunday.

ITheard(thenextpartlofithelstoryfrom[the fas[]
cisttwholwas[ thelinevitable[man/in(the[next[]
bedlinlalhospitallin[North[Waleslin[Wwartime.
According tolhim, Henriques/could[belrelied
upon/tolhaveldhand/inlanything(likelyto[benel |
fit(his[fellow(Jews. [ In[thislinstance, a[¢compro[]
mise[ wasl reached[Wwhichl[held[till recently,[$o
that[ trading[ was[onlylin

war,[but[Sam/and(Sadie havel[¢orrectedmelon
that,[telling[Jme[it[was[before the Cwar. [He
wrote[ tolmy[father, [ Don’t[ come[to[Visit[me
and[spend(ten(shillings(or(so on[fares. Send[me
the[ moneyl instead,[so[ that[I[ can[ buyl some
shoes.”[Hel died[ soon[after[andhadlnolheed
for(shoes.[My!(father(wentl[to his funeral.I(re[]
memberlhim[reportinglafterwards, “solthatlit
wouldn’t belentirelyal pauper’s[ grave,[we...”
Regretfully, the mist[ofl failed [ memory[blanks
out[_the endlofl the[ sentence. I assumel they
marked [ thel grave in[ some[simple[ fashion.[T
don’tlremember[ lwhether[ ‘the burialllwas[in
Bedfordlor(IlLondon.

thel lmornings.[ 1A lot[lof
peoplelcried[ “Not[ fair”

““Hehad a gambler’s

%3

HIS MARRIAGE WAS[ | not

butlitlallidied downlover  grtrtydetollife, mevertaRing taked about in the fam

thelyears.

%3

it'toolseriously ”’

ily.[l From[lwhat[]I[]can
gather,his[wife[suffered

IN LATER LIFE,[] Councillor[] Saltiel,[] or[] ex[]
councillor[ashelthen[was, was[ supported[ by
Eveland[Sadielin[thelold family(flat,[No.[85.
Thelgirls[werelseamstresses/in[the furland[tail]
loring[trades(tespectively.In(those(daysneither
couldhave([been(veryhighly(paid,althoughEve
claimed[ years[later[ that[ she[did[ better[ than
Sadie,havingto[putlupwith[fewer days[laid
off’[and,laccording[to[Eve,[ *always[ gettingla
good[wage.”

Theylkept/thelspare money—I’m/surelit[Wwasn’t
their(savings,[asmy[mother(told[the[story—in
alteapotlorlsuchlike[on[the[mantelpiece.The
temptation[ 'was[ltoo[ i much/ for(JAlie.[IAs[ my
mother[toldlit,lhelstagedlalrobberyland[went
offltolénjoy himselflon(thelproceeds.[Whether
this[brought(forward(thelénd oflhis[¢osy(life(in
thel family[ home[ I’m[not[ sure.[ It[eventually
ended(with[Sadie’s(marriage/to[Samland[Eve’s
subsequentmovel ito[live lwith [ her[Ibrother,
Manny.

I onlyl remember[Alieas[an[bld[man[iwith[a
baldheadland[darkl glasses,isuallywaving[a
walking[ stick[about.[ I remember him coming
tolseelmylmotherlin[ourfhouse[near[Regents
Park,[¢complaining[oflhis innumerablelills.[One
arm[was/ numb.[F“They[ stick pinslin[it[and (I
can’tfeel[them.”HelWwas[diabeticland [1[think
losing(his(sight. Itememberlhim saying,[fI[told
them[Don’t[bother[with[what’s[wrong[iwith
me.[Just[telllme[what’sright[Wwith[me.’”[1[bel]
lievelhe[Wwashoping(mymother[would [take[pity
on[him[Jand[let[him[move[in[with[fus.[ My
mother(was[far(toowaryoflhim[tod@llow[that.
LIE ENDED IN Alhospitallin[Bedford.[I[seem
to[temember[it[beinglat[the beginning bflthe

from[mentallillness( after
thebirthloflher(son.[Today, it[would[probably
belcalledpostnataldepression(dand [treated[with
pills. In(those(days, [it[could havebeen(taken ds
insanity. [ Oncel certified, especiallylin[the[case
oflalyounglmother(and possible[danger(tolher
child, there[waslalscant[chanceloflescapelfrom
thelsystem. Young[Jack[Saltiel (was[fosteredin
Grantham/(andfathered(d[family/there.

At[the[lbrunchJtable[lin[JAmsterdam,[]Sadie

Berman!( (néel Saltiel) [told[Sandra [Woodhouse]

of herl grandfather.[Sandralhad[hever known

him,[ sincelheldied[in 1939[0r 40.[Sadielivas

tellingloflAlie’slinvolvement/in/streetbettingin

itslillegal days and[of his[own[love of[ betting

onlthehorses. It[seems/hehadlalgambler’s[attil ]
tude(tollife, [which he[never[took[too[seriously.

Sandralsatlshakinglher(headland[saying/[‘Just

likethe[boys,” meaning her(brothers.

%3

I WILL CLOSE[by[touching[onloneloflthe(shad ]
ierlépisodeslin[Alie’s ¢areer.[He foundhimself
involved] in[J disposing[] of ] goods[! obtained
through(aongfirm[fraud(andI(gather(was del]
termined(tokeep [Mannyout oflthe action.[ My
own /[ father[was_ more[closelyLinvolved _and[I
heard[the(story from[him.[It[hearly[éndedlin
disaster.[Mylmother[told melthathermother[]
in(law,RebeccalSaltiel, (hinted (many(years(later
that[thelonly_ones[tolmadelanything[out oflit
were[ Micklland[ Hannah.[Theyl[ seem[not[ to
have[beenl[implicated[in[thel[original scheme
andwent[offl to[ New[ Zealand[shortly_after(]
wards. It [Soundslike[theywere Wwellloutloflit.
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Kilbirnieldays

Inlthisléxtract—reprinted| with permission from Donald Saltiel’s autobiograll
phy—wevead alDividlaccount of thel pioneering!lifelof alsmall townlin New Zea! |

landlin|thelyears afterthe First World War.

MY FATHER WAS BORN[ in 1892[to[ /Abraham

and[RebeccalSaltiel, née[ Valencia. Mylmother
came from/Birmingham/and(her[maiden/name

was[Harlow, her[family hame[being Cockerill

ofl Doncaster.[ Theylmetlonlalship/named[the

Corinthic,[alvessel of[the Shaw[Savill(line.[The

Corinthiclwasléengaged,lalong[with[manylother
vessels,[in[ bringingl immigrants[ to[ New[ Zeal]
land.[Solmylmotherland/father(met/dboard(the

Corinthic;[1[know![that[much,butl[therelis also

somethingloflalmystery,in(thatimylmother[was

coming/out(to[be[married/to/someonelin/Auckl |
land—we[never[foundlout3vho. ' Was[shelen[]
gaged(Jor[lindentured(Jas[ lalservant?[ INobody
knows.[Anyway, when![the [young(Ralph[Saltiel

leftlithe Corinthicllatl Wellington, sol did[she.

Two(years/later/theylwere married.

Theylarrivedlin Wellingtonlin 1912[and[they

were[ married[in[ November 1914[at[St[James

Church,[Taranikil Street.[ It is[albit[hazy[bel]
tween 1912[land 1914, but(Ilthink[mylmother

worked[as[alwaitresslat[the[Bristol[Hotel,[be[]
causelonelof(theWwitnesses(to/the(marriagewas

allady(wholwas[alwaitress[there, and[the[best

man(waslalsolanlemployee(of(the Bristol[Hotel.

Helmaylhavelbeenlalbarmanlorlalbouncer, 1

dolhotlreally[know,[ except[that[helturnedup

againlin 1915las(godfather(to(the mewlylarrived

Donald[Saltiel.

%3

AFTER THE MARRIAGE, my/mum/and(dadlwent
tollivelin[ Kilbirnie. Theyl[ started[ out in[two
rooms[in[alhouseon[Seatown[Road, Evans
Bay,[just[by[Brownlies’ Timber[Mill.[Theltwo
rooms/ faced[directlylontolthe[beachlat[Evans
Bay.[Therel[was[ nothing[ between[ those[ two
rooms/and[thelseashore; perhaps/thatlis[why(l
havelalwayslloved[thel[s$eal$omuch. On 26TH
September 1915,J1JwasllusheredlJintol[]the
world—almost(onlthelseashorelas/it[were.

IThavenolmore(memoriesuntillthelagelofthree
which[would/be 1918and(thelarrivallofimyl(sis[]
ter[Joan. Il¢canfemember/my/mother(being(in(a
bigldoublebedland/amidwife(being there,ldand
myldadlandIbeinglshooedloutloflthefoom/lat
six[o’clocklin(the eévening. Tlcan[well temember
the Cmidwife (making[imel[a[boiled egg[for[my

tea,[it[was[tinderdonelandhadlall[that[swobbly

stufflinside[it.[ T’ve[hated[lundercooked[leggs

ever(since. That[day[was/the 20TH[0f Septem[]
ber 1918,land[thellplace,[lournew[semil]
detachedhouse, 23A[0OnepulRoad, Kilbirnie.

%3

OUR FORMER NEIGHBOUR—Brownlies’[Jtimber
mill—was[alfocusof Kibirnie[life.[Thel[steam
whistle[setléverybodylofflat 7.30lin[themorn[]
inglandlagainlat 4.30ln[thelafternoon.Oncell
waslold[enoughlto[ventureloutloniny own,[1
used/tolWwalklaround(tothe millland[stand[in
theldoorwayloflthe[boiler[toom[and[watchl(the
hugelsteamleéngine(fed by woodwaste, ppound ]
ingluplandldown[in[alslow! rhythmicl movel]
ment.[It[drovelévery[piece oflmachinerylin(the
mill(byieans[oflshaftingland (belts—there[was
nolsuch(thinglaslindividuallimotorised[units as
weluseltoday.

Ilused[tolWwatchlthel coopersimaking/Wwooden

barrels byl hand, hammering[ theliron[ hoops

downlover[thelstaves/withlalvery heavy[“cool]
persfhammer”.[It(hadlalbiglheadlandlalshort

handle.[ISometimes[ lonel lofl ithe[lmen[Iwould

hand(melalthehammerland[say[“Havelalgo.”

Itiwould[droploutlofimylhands—toolheavy(for

alsmallboy!

%3

ON THE CORNER[0flOnepu/Roadland[Seatown
Roadlwas[ Lamberg’s[ Sand[and[Gravell Yard.
This(was[served by [tip[drays/drawnby[draught
horses.[ [Eachl[driver[itookl[igreat pridelin[ his
horse’s/harness,[ keepinglit[wellloiled[and the
brasses[polished.[I[¢an(still[tecall[waking[uip[to
thelrhythmic[¥“clip[¢clop”as[thelhorses[set out
along[ OnepulRoadlbnltheir[iwvayltolthel sand
quarry!atithelénd(oflILyall[Bay.

Sundaylmorning[at[thelstables[Wwas[almeeting
point[for[somelofl thellocallmenlaslallLoflthe
drivers[used[tolgroom/their horsesland[polish
harnesses(etc.[There(waslalhandloperatedhair
clipperLofiwhich[welkidsuised[to[*take[turns”
atlturning/thehandle[while[theheadstableman
trimmed(thelhorses’[manes[and!tails. Ifl some
of(the[kids[needed haircuts, theylwerelclipped
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also.[Thel[ bigl secret, ofl course, was[al large
wickerwork!covered[jar[which[contained/beer!
HorrorlofThorrors![ Beerlinlal *drylarea”and
what’s more, [ *drinking” [ on[Sunday. [ 1[vividly
recalllmy(mother(¢oming/down[tolfetch my/fal ]
therland[melfor[Sundayldinner. I[got[alf‘clip
overlthelears”[for having/mylhair[shaven[ off,
thatlis,[al prison[haircut”and my/ father[ got
the[“roundsofl ithe[ itable” for[lcondoning[ la
“prison(cut”on his(little[boyland[settinglalbad
example(byldrinkinglon/d[Sundayland “finfront
oflthelc¢hildren(too.”h

Ilwas[neverlagain/allowed to[goland[watch(the
horseslonlal Saturday morning! [ Il havelin[imy
mind[lal vivid[ picture[ of

lonldid[notl[$ee[you. Helwas[an[oldfashioned
grocersland(it[Wwaslaltreat(to[see him[at[work.
When(I[went[there[withmymother[tolpickup
thelgroceries, he’dlaylalsheetlof(brown[paper
on[thel¢counter, packithelgroceries/intolanlobl]
long[kind[oflparcel,[almost[symmetrical,[(wrap
itlround [(with[alquick[flickLof(the[paper,[then
binditCroundwith [twine, twirl Jthe Dtwine
around hisfingers,and[alquick(flick[and[$nap,
theltwine[used[ to[ breaklJoffl and[youlhadla
lovely[loblong[ parcell to[ carryl yourl groceries
homelin,much(more(satisfying(than(theplastic
bagswelhaveltoday.

Biscuits[werelin[barrels, (butter[was[in[blocks,
baconlwaslin[hugeltolls.

thel Lamberg’s[ later[ get(]
ting[ | theirl] first[] motor
lorry,[] all chainl[] drive

“I havewonderful

Customerslwould[Jcome
in[land[lhave[]so[lmany
slicesl] of [ Ibacon,Jor[]lso

Thornycroft/with[albrass memories @.ﬂﬁ onming ‘lhome much(] cheese,[] and[] he

radiator[land[]thel[ldriver
resplendent(] in[] leather
leggings[land[ JpeaklIcap!

Jromlschoolltothe lovely
warmthloflalcoalrange ”

would[tutlthe[¢cheese[off
with[Jallgreat[llength[Jof
wirel] fastened[] tol] two

This[was[thelstart[oflthe
demisel] of(] thel] horsel]
drawnldrays(as[theinternal[combustion(éngine
tooklover.
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I(ILBIRNIE HAD THREE BLACKSMITHS[| and[] I
used[tol[passlonelonlthelwayltolschool.[The
forge[would[ bel goingandl he would havela
horselin/therelandhewould(be[beltinglawaylat
alpieceloflhotmetal,[and[shapelit[troundlintola
horselshoelshape,[putlitiuiplagainstthe(horse’s
shoe, alcouple[morelbangs, andlit[was[made.
ThenlheWwould[haillitlonand[the hail[would
come[throughlthehorse’s[foot, out(thelshallow
partlandhelwouldl clinch[that[offTallittle[ bit
and[then[bend[it[over and[thelshoe would
never come off. If[youlwere lucky, he’dgetlone
oflthesehorsenails, putlitfon(the(anvil,[on[the
smalllanvil’s[pointedend[tap[it[with[his[haml[]
mer,[and[bend[it[round, and[youlhadlalting
with[the[tapered[headloflthelhorse’s[shoelhail
as[thefocallpointloflthe[ring. [ Manyloflthesell
had[butlsubsequently(lost.
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ALSO ON THE WAY[to[schoollwas[Dillon’s, the
corner(grocers.[Alschoolboyl¢could save alfew
precious/ Jmoments[ byl lrushing[Ithrough(ithe
storeltolcut thel¢orner off—as(longlas[Mr.[Dil[]

clothes/pegsland(pulllthe

wire[through/thelcheese.

Algreatlsourcelofbroken[biscuits[too: a[penny[]
worthwould(last(youlalllmorning.

Mr(Dillonlused[toldeliver(grocerylorderswith(a

twolwheell cartlonlhigh[Wwheels, pulled[bylhis

trotter, dahorselcalled Josie[Dillon,mamed(dfter

his[ldaughter,[ Josephine. /At the lend[lof[ithe

round, helwould(set(thehorselataltrotand/she

would(trot(all[the wayhome—about(twomiles.

Thatlisfhowlheltrainedher(to[racelasla[trot[]
ter”.[Manylaltide(I[hadlon[that[¢art![Therelare

still trotting[ horses with[the[ “Dillon” [ ‘name

racing(today.
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I WOULD COME HOME[| tol] thel] welcoming
warmthloflthe[¢coaltange—an[Orion[I[think[it
was.[ Myl mother[ was[ always[ home[ and[ she
used[tolbakelherlown[bread.I[can/still[recall
coming/intol the[ kitchen[ to[‘thel[lovelyl smell.
Souplwaslanother[winter[ speciality[and[there
waslalwayslallarge[pot[simmeringlawaylon[the
sidel[ofl thel[stove. Tolbel[cold and[little[boy
hungry”(waslasure(bet for(al¢uploflhotlsoup,
and[alsliceCofCwarm[bread.AtLother[times,
therewould[bel[ chestnuts[or[peanuts(in[their
shells[roasting,[|all[Iwith[their[Jownl[special
aroma. /' Thelkids Owill Udo OwellLif Ithey[find
warmthlike(that(kitchen(today.

PAGE TWENTY-SIX



AUGUST 1995

SHEALTIEL GAZETTE

VOL I NO III

Outlof Egypt

Alcelebrationlof thellifelof Daniell Mochon| Shaltiel—who left Egypt/tolbecomela
ZionistLinl prelindependencel Palestine, wherelhel founded| his! business and| fam!]
ily—>by his sonLalsolnamed Mochon, butlbetter knownlas MoshelShaltiellto

thoselofluslinhisnew found family.

DANIEL SHALTIEL WAS BORN/ in[ Tanta, Egypt
in 1914. Hisl[father,[ Mochon[Yosefl Saltiel(left
Thessalonikalin 1875 andlsettledlin[Tanta,la
small[town[between[Cairoland[Alexandria. He
remembers[ al rich Jewishllife, prosperityl and
friendly[relations with[ Christian[ and[ Moslem
neighbours.[] Tantal lThad[]the[largest[]Jewish
communitylin[ Egypt,because [ oflits[ proximity
to(thel¢cotton(growinglareas. ThelThessalonika
Jews,[with[ their[ expertisel in[ textiles, became
thelleading(figuresl(in[thelcity, tepresenting/one
fifth(oflthe(total[population.

Thelfamilylused[tolgoloutlon(weekends(tolthe
country,l spending( thelentirel daylin/the(fields
and[buying/their[food[from(thellocal Falachin
(farmers) whom! theyl knew[ byl hame.[ Daniel
remembers/altotally[different[Egypt/tolthelone
helsees[today.Thelold[onelthat/helstill[dreams
aboutwas[cosmopolitan,[tolerantlandlalplace
whereldifferent[ cultures[werel tomplementary,
notldontradictory,(to(éachlother.

When[Daniell[Wwas/twelve[the[family moved[to

Cairo.[Thiswasl[alcityLof twolmillion[people,

halflofitwhom[were[European, principallyTtall]
ians,[ Greeks, Germansland[English. [ Thelcity

hadllbecomellallcentreJofl lcommercelin[ the

1890s, after(thelopeninglofithe Suez[Canal.[As

thel¢ountrylwas[stilllhominally[partlofithe fail[]
ing[lOttoman[ empire, [ it attracted[ thel[Jewish

communitylin[Turkeyland[Greecelto[the[pros(]
pectsiofilnew(opportunities.

%3

DANIEL WAS GIVEN THE[conventional iipbring! |
ingloflthe[Sephardicluipperimiddlel¢lass: Jew!]
ish(primaryleducation([(AllianceIsraélite), Italian
highlschool,/andhigherléducation(overseas.

But[Daniellbrokel[themould, becamelalZionist
and[moved[to[ Palestine[ lagainst[ his[father’s
wishes.[It[was[not[that[simple[tolaccomplish.
While waiting[for(alvisa,[Daniellstartedlalbusil]
ness.[Heléntered[the(field[of[cosmetics[manul]
facturingland[distribution.[Amonghis/first¢us/]
tomerswere[his[loldfriends,ithe Falachin.
Whilelin[high[$chool,[Daniel(had worked[for(a

German/Jewishmanufacturer(oflcosmetics. He
requested Chis[employer[fire Thim kol he[tould
becomellan[lindependent[Idistributor.At[ithat
time,[this[was[unheard[of.[Tolgive mip[alsecure
joblfor[anlidea nobodylhad[tried[yet—to[sell
cosmetics[tolthe Falachin.[Yet/Daniellivas[$o
successfulthat[his[boss[offered "him[aljoint
venture. [Thenineteenyear[old[refused and
wentlon his[own.

%3

AT ABOUT THAT TIME, [ Daniel’s[]father,[] Mol
chon,[lbecamelldepressedJover[the ldeath[lof
Leon,[the[youngest[son[of his[first[iarriage,

and[helceased[to[bel[ableltoltakelcarelOfl his

family. Heltransferredlhis[assets[andbusiness

tolhis[olderSon[Yosef,Daniel’shalf(brother.In

return, Yoseflpromised [to[take[care[of(the fam[]
ily.[Daniel[ denies[it,[ butlit[$eems[as[ifl Yosef
couldnotlsupport[ithe family[las[ Jpromised.

Daniellwilllonly[golso(far(as[to[say[that his[en[]
trepreneuriallspirit(camenot(onlyfrom/adesire

to[succeed[butlalsofrom[the need[tolsupport

his[mother[land[ younger[ siblings. 'As[ Daniel

prospered,[ his[lolder[brother,[Jal jpharmacist,

quitlhisjob(tojoin him.

%3

DANIEL BECAME INVOLVED( |with[/the[]Zionist
movementl]to[prepareJhimselfl /for[Jhis[Istill
awaited aliyahll(emigrationl to[ Palestine). He
joined[the Maccabi sporting/clublandlbecame
captainlofithe [basketball team[and(a[champion
boxer.Thelyoung[Zionist[groupléventually(te[]
alised[Jthat[Ithey['would[not[bel[Igranted(the
promised(visa,[and[they/decided[tolemigratelill]
legallyto[Palestine.

Thelgroup/(travelled(to[Alexandriaand/paid/ten
pounds(¢ach(tolthe hashishsmugglers/toltake
theml[to(theshoreslofPalestine.[Thelsmugglers
agreed,but(theboat(gotlost/at[Sea—thesmugl |
glers[were[consuming[thel[better[ part ofl their
merchandiseand[werelin[another[worldmost
of(the time.Ourlheroes,the youngl Zionists,
knew[ next[to[ nothing[ aboutlsailing.[ Daniel,
however, knew[allotLabout/fightingland man/[]
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aged[tollconvincelthellcaptain/to[ forego! the
drugs/for(a/few(days.

Themext/morning[theylsawlabeachlin(theldis[]
tance, [ withoutlknowing[where(theylwere,[they

jumped [from(theboatland[swamlashore. T.uck

was(with[them[as(it(was(a[shore(near(a kibbuiz.

Theylwerehome. Danielloves/to tellhow[they

saw[ some [ Arabs[ on[the[ beach. Hel told [his

friends[tollet him[speaklas'helknew(the[Pales(]
tinian/dialect.[He talked andtalkeduntillonelof
thellocallArabs(said(inla[perfect(Egyptian[dial |
lect[*Ildo[not[uinderstand(whatlyoulare[trying

toltelllme[butlifl yoularellooking/ forlalJewish

kibbutz,litlis(right’here, behind(the hill!”

morelthen[Dr.[Krause,the(imanaging/director
oflthelentire(school.

Severallmonths[later[Danielwas[riding[his[by
now[famoushorsewhen[Dr.[Krauseldskedhim
tohelp him[show(the placeltosomeldignitaries.
Daniellwas[slim, handsomeland[blondeat[that
time[andwasllooked [Wpon/as(thelclassic[Israeli.
Thel problem[was[ that[helhardlyl spoke He[]
brew.[Tolhis[luck,theldignitaries[spoke[three
or[four[Jlanguages,lnoneJof(J{them[/Hebrew.
Daniellimpressed[them[becauselhe[Wwas[fluent
inléveryllanguage(theylspoke.In[thelmiddle of
theltour, the[Middle[East[tegional(manager[of
theloil[company, Socony[Vacuum,introduced
himself.[Helasked [iny[father[for(his[hame[and
surprised him[ by asking

Ourl[braves[Iranltollthe

kibbutz, lwhich[received
them/[ warmly,[ hid[ them
forl] al] fewl] days[] then

ifChelwasl[relatedto[his

€€ . .
The Zionism @ﬂhe YOUNG  pesti) friend Mochon
Sephardim|from Cairo

Saltiel] from[] Thessalol]
nika,[Wwho[Wwas[by[thenla

assed[themlon(to Mikve
P : wasnotlalwaysthat of wealthy'| retired | busi-
Israel,[1thelfirst[ Jagricull] Zdealist » o ;
tural schoollin  Palestine. an eas ness@an [living[in i.ialro.
ThelJewishl organisations Dam'el [hadfoladmit(that
he,llindeed,iwas[thel[fal]

that[Joversaw[Ithellillegal

immigration[ | invited[] them[] tol[] stay[! at[] the
school—not[JaslIstudents, Ibutllas[labourers.
Theylhadtolwork[full[timelin[teturn(for board
and[lodgingland[were[ to[ be taught Hebrew.
Whol couldlhavelrefusedl suchlanloffer?[ And
thatllisllhow[ luppermiddle[Iclass[boys[ from
Cairo/becameldaily(field workers/overnight.

%3

DANIEL MET TWO[ | other[]Shaltiels:[1our[]Dr.
Saltiel from[Paris, andthellate[Aaron Shaltiel
from[TellAvivi(alcousinlof[Henry, [Martin's[fa[]
ther).lOflJcourse, Jthese[IShaltiels iwere[ ifully
fledged(students/at/the(school. Both[Moiseland
Daniellhavel confirmedto[melthat[the[tuition
waslequalltolalyear’s[wagelofla(skilled (worker.

BeinglalShaltiel,[ Danielldidn’tlike the[sound
oflday(labour,[solhemadelaldeallwith[the[per[]
sonlhiring(thellabourers.Daniell¢contracted[to
takelon[the[work, so[that[thelSupervisorwould
concernl himselfl with[how[many peoplelhe
wouldheed[tol hire[daily.[Daniel would[take
carelofl the[details_and Wwould[get[paid onlyif
theWwork(was/done—and[donelwell![Danielbe]
camelalgeneral(¢ontractor. His[deal was[pay(by
results:[so[muchlmoney[perltreeor[per[yard.
With[this[incentive[ /Daniel[Jand[his[friends
neededmoloutside help. By(theléndloflthe first
month(theywerelmaking[twicelasmuchlas(bel]
foreandDaniel[bought(himselfla horse. What
theyldid motknow(was[thatDaniel was[éarning

mous/ blacklIsheepliwho
had(refused[tolgoltoluniversityland[inoved[to
Palestine.[Alweek(later[Danielleft Mikvellsrael
and[becamel assistant[tolthel generallimanager
oflthe[TellAvivbranch(oflSocony.

%3

THE ZIONISM OF THE[ young[ Sephardim[from

Cairolwas[not(always(that(oflanlidealist’suchlas

Theodore[Herzl, [ founderlof(inodern[Zionism.

Danielldand his/pals/mayhavedreamt/about(tel]
turning(tolthelland ofl the[patriarchs, but they

hadlalsolheard(thelstoriesdbout/thelyoung Hall
lutzim[ (pioneers) from[ eastern Europe,[espel]
cially[ those [ ofl the opposite[sex.[ Friends[who

came[ back[ tol visit[ Egypt[had[told[ them/[all

about[those[beautiful[blondes wearing[shorts

and[workinglon[the[fields.[Securelat[his[new

jobllasl]an[Jexecutive,  Jyoungl[Daniell Istarted

spreading(hiswings. Shortlyhe becamelonelof
themost(soughtlafteriyoungbuckslin(Tel[Aviv:

allyounglman/(Jon[lthellgo;[1Palestine[ Iboxing

champion—though(doltemember[thelpopulal]
tion[ofltheléntire[countrylwas(less/then[quarter

oflalmillion;Land [ CaptainLof the Socony[Vacl]
uum/ basketball team. Hel said[that[sincehe

wasl[not[goodLenough(for[the[Maccabeelteam

helstartedlhislown, and[Sincelhe[was[the[boss

helwas[the[Captain.[And[the(girls...

%3
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HE MET CHANA AT[ lal restaurant/ across/ from
hisloffice.[Shelwaslalsolalhewlimmigrant, but
from[Poland.Chanalwas/meeting her[brother
San’efor[lunchland[Daniellfell[in[love.[San’e
was[a[ Yeshival student for[whom!the[ Rabbis
predictedalbrilliant[future. Instead he[became
al Zionist, moved[ to[Palestineand[then[lob[]
tained[the(best[job[possible.[With[alllhisledul]
cation, hewas employed[ tleaning[thelstables
oflan(oillcompany/thatwas/in[competition/[with
Socony.[Suddenlylhelfound[manyl reasonslto
befriend[ San’e, the[sanitation[worker[ from[a

competingllcompanyl lIwho[Icould[Ispeak(only
Hebrew,[Polishland[Yiddish. But[Daniel,[who
believed(that[ hellcouldIspeakl [ Hebrew! lwell
enough,becamela(friendlof(San’e.

Years(later(myluncle[San’e(toldme(that[Daniel

started[ thel conversation[in[ allanguagel$o[bil]
zarre[that/heldecided(to(trylandhelp this(poor

fellow [ swholiwvas! probably(lost.[Onel year[later

Danielimarried[Chanaland/alyear(tothe [day(af |
ter[that,[January 26,1 was[born—thelfirst(Is[]
raelilin/two thousand [yearsborn[toour(family.

Daniell Shaltiel and companions
at Kibbutz MikveIsrael,
shortly dfterlhislarrivallin Palestine

PAGE TWENTY-NINE



VOL I NO III SHEALTIEL GAZETTE AUGUST 1995

Daniel Shaltielland his\granddaughter Simonelat Amsterdam [ Reunion, August[1994
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THE POLITICAL SITUATION[ | in[]Palestine[ ] was
becomingldangerous.[Riots[against(the[Jewish
population(werelon(thelincrease. This(time[the
haterslofl thel Jewish[people[ found[ different
Jews,lthe halutzim((pioneers),organised for(self
defence,[ lwith[Jallconvincing[response.[/'They
knew! that[ithe[ British[Jauthorities[ would[ not
come!to(their help. Danielldid his/share,[start[]
ing[by hiringlonlyJews toworkat(theloillfacilil]
ties,[lwhich[Umeant[that[JalllThis Mikvel Israel
friends[becamelemployees of Socony[Vacuum
overnight. HelWwouldlalsolsupply[free[gasoline
for[thel fleetsl of Haggall
nahland(the Irgun.

publiclservice.[Hel[was[thepresident[of Egyp[]
tian Fewslof Israelland[other[organisations that
helpedltheneedy.Heltook[it[iponlhimselflto
guarantee(Jaljob[Jto[levery 'Thessalonikan[lor
Egyptian[ who[needed[‘one. Onellevening[ he
heard[the singingloflahew[immigrant[thatjust
gotlaljoblthroughhim.[Themext[daylmyfather
agreed(to/backhimland[tookhim/[to[the(largest
recordmanufacturerlin/Israel(to(record(alsong.
Hismewl(friend,(Matityahu[NisoDario, [quickly
becameonelofllsrael’s(mostpopular(singers.

Another[ItypicallstorylJis[Thow[hel[Icaught(la
youngster[stealing.Heltook[thelkid[to his[par!]
ents and[gave himlandlhis[gang[the[¢thoicelof

either[joining(]allsports

Alllthesel[activities[inade

clublorloflbeing[taken(to

““Helconvincedimyunclelto thepolice. The nextiday,

since(there(wasnolsports

Daniel “a- popular figure quit lhis @Ob @nd@hey [boug ht clubltheylwould[ choose

intheJewish[¢ommunity.
However,[this[alsolmade
him[] unemployed[] bel]
cause, [ after[alwhile, the

alhorselandwagon.and
started selling oil. ”’

toljoin,Daniel(rentedan
old[buildinglandlhe, with
thel gang[ and[ their[ par(]

management]of[ISocony

Vacuuml[| realised[] that
Daniel’s[Istories[Jabout[ /burglariesl Iwere[Jjust
that—stories.[ Daniell always[$aid [ that[ difficull]
ties[ only[ createdl addedlincentiveland[this,[in
thelend,[was[thelstarting[ pointloflhis[ greatest
successes.[Unemployed, he[convinced my[unl(]
cle[San’eltoliquit_his[jobland[together[ they
boughtlalhorseland[wagonland[started[selling
oil.

Atlthat[time[thel[profits[werelin[kerosene but

Daniel,Jallnatural[Jmerchant,lconvinced [ his

brotherlin(lawand[partner(tol[sellllow[margin

industrialLoil. (With [hisChame, [ Shaltiel,[ Daniel

hadlanléasy(time[winninglaldominant[share[of
the[market.[At[thelforefront[oflthe[economic

expansionlof( TellAviviwere Sephardim(like[ Yol
sef Shaltiel, (who [ built[the[famoushouse[of
Shaltiellin[Tel[Aviv,[which[provided[teception

halls,[the[profits[of[which[werefor[poor[telief;

Leon[Shaltiel (father[of[Shmuel[Shaltiel[from

Herzliya,[Israel);[and[1the[1Carassos.[ 1 These

familieslowned buildingsthroughout[Tel[Aviv.

Althoughlthey(did motknowhow[theylwere 1e[]
lated[to[Daniel,[they[felt[that[he Wwas[the tight

man/tolsupplythemwith(their(oil.

%3

OVER THE NEXT FORTY[years[ Daniellbuilt[la
prosperous/businesslandlaldistinguished[tepul]
tation.[[Danieldevoted ‘much[of his[time[to

ents,[]rebuilt[ ] thel[ ] place
into[] alJ fully[l equipped
sportsIclub.[ Naturally,[ this[included[ boxing
rings.[Thelonly[thing[ 1l disliked[ ‘aboutlit[ivas
that(whenever[I[ tamehome[from[my[military
service(lhad[to/golto thel¢lublandwork.

%3

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO[ telleverything[ myl[ father

has[done.[Butlhis(life(is[full, (happyland, most

importantly,[ content.[ He has[ threel[ children,

ninel[grandchildrenland[onel (plus/onelonlthe

way)[ great(grandchild.[Daniell participated[in

our!/first/teunionlinlAmsterdam/andlislactivelin

the [family[organisation. Fluent/in[dt/least/seven

languages, helwas[able[to help [out/by[translatl]
ing/betweenlalmost/alllthe[tonguesheheard.

My fatherlislin[thel[ring[again—at[the[agelof
eightytwolhelis[in[the[toughest[battle ofl his

life,[lagainst[Ja[llung[Jtumour. IChemotherapy

with[pillsthasnotlhelpedlandnowlhelis[to[be

tested[to[seelif_hel canl take[imorel aggressive

therapies. Being[the manlhelis, his(first[ques]
tion[to[theldoctor[was[“Howllongldo1lhave?”

ThelJanswer[lwas[ leighteenJmonths.[]I[know

Daniel’s(¢ouragewill[spurhim[tofight[thisbat[]
tle(tolwinland I[am(sure(letters(and(notes(from

ourlextended familywill_do[allot[to[lift[his

spirit.[God[willing, Daniel[Wwill [ be with[11s[ at

the[Thessalonikalteunionlin 1997.
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“Openl(door”

Oncel again,| wel_arelincluding thesel proposals| by Thea! Ronsby! Veltkamp! forl arl
rangements|forléxchange visits| between youngsters| (and thelnot so young) lin thel family
Sfromlaround|thelzorld.

Manyloflourladolescent/sons/andldaughterswant(to[see(theWworld, which(can(beloflgreatvalue for

theirleducation’and[personalldevelopment. Would [youlike to help bymaking/d permanent Open

Doorlarrangement/and give/thelyoung/peoplelin(the family hospitalitylon(their travels?[Thelpurl]
poselis[tolgivelour[youngsters overnightlaccommodationlandhospitality, and [show[them![those

aspectsloflyour/domesticlénvironment/that(could(beoflinterest/folthem. Iflyoulare willing[toopen

your[home(for(thelyounglones[that/might[plan(to[visit[your[¢ountry, pleaseluise[the form at/the

bottom(ofithispage. Thanklyou.

Manylolder[people’havelanlactivellife, for[all[that(theylhave stoppedtheir[professionallactivities.

Severalloflthem Wwant totravelland[seelthe[world, mnow(when theyhave more[timeto realise[them[
selves.[Whether[yoularel retired[yourselfl or[nhot, are[youl[willing[tolopen [yourldoorland teceive

olderlmembersl[oflthefamilylin[your home, give them[overnightlaccommodationland hospitality,

when[theymight(visit[yourl¢country?Iflso, pleaseuise[the[form[at/thebottom oflthis[page. Thank

you!lSolfarlwelhave hadvery[positive[deactionstowards/the[scheme, forléxample:

“Ilam|veryldelightedio hearlof your TOpenldoor” projectlandlam zvritinglto say that I amléxcited o par’]
ticipate.[Pleaselsignlmelup!”

“lifind| thelidealof éxchanging Visitslin(the family Deryéxcitingland would| like o supportlit by openinginy
home!ltolinembersofithe family...”

Theladdresseslof(thosewholhave kindlyvolunteered(sofar(arebelow. We Wwill[tepublish[thelist[in
thenextlissuelofithe Gazette.

cQT‘ L@ & (=S o7 0 A 0 . . 0 A . A 0 0 . A0 R AR AR AR IR

Please reply(to: TheaRensby, TuseNaesVej14,

4300Holbaek, Denmark,

Phone0014553[462084
I'am Wwillingfod0penimyhome for[youngmembersiofiourfamily. YESOO NO
I'amWwillingfo0penimyhome for(travellingpeoplelofiolderidge: YESOO NO
Name:[J
Addressl]

Places/to/stay/for youngerimembers:

Elaine[Marcus TheaRensby Aron/[Saltiel

11 Kenwood[Gardens TuseNaesvej14 Heinrichstrasse(131

Gants[Hill 4300Holbaek Al8010(Graz

Iiford, Essex Denmark Austria

England Phone:53461084 (especiallyyoungerpeople,
alsolforllongerstays)

Alice[Saltiel[(Marshall PeteriandNellQosterbaan Lynette(Grave

Box[2301 Boomstede38 171MDoon(Street

Canmore,AlbertaTOLIOMO 3608[AB[Maarssen Waverley, Dunedin

Canada Holland New [ Zealand

Places/tolstay foriolder members:

Alice[Saltiel[(Marshall TheaRensby Peterland Nel(Qosterbaan
Box[2301 TuseNaesvej14 Boomstede38
Canmore,AlbertaTOLIOMO 4300 Holbzxk 3608[AB[Maarssen
Canada Denmark Holland

Phone: 53461084
Lynette(Grave
171MDoon(Street
Waverley, Dunedin
New Zealand

PAGE THIRTY-TWO



AUGUST 1995

SHEALTIEL GAZETTE

VOL I NO III

FAMILY MATTERS

Localvolunteers

SociallOurllocal [ volunteers[arelour[most/im[]
mediate[connection/to[thelfamily network(we

are[building.[Theylhelp/maintain[localltecords

and[tolpromotellocalfamily(spirit. [Examples[of
suchlactivities[maylinclude:

¥ Organisingnationallorlocallsociallevents.

¥ Receiving newlyl discovered imembers[ of
thelfamily.

% Recording(Ibirths, brisses,[ 1Bar[ | Mitzvahs,
marriages,/dand(deaths.

¥ Soliciting personall advertisements[ & anl]
nouncements/for(the Gazette.

Welwilllincludelreports/ from[ time[tol[timelin
futurelissues.

Outreach[ Ourlvolunteers/ havel distinguished
themselves[over[the(lastfour[monthsl(in(an[ex! ]
traordinaryl campaign/ tol extend [ ourl network.
Welhave[ morel than[ doubled the number[ of
known[ membersofl the[ family.[ Locall efforts
havel] bornel] particularlyl] plentiful[] fruit[] in
France, Greece, Israel_and[the[United[States,
aslillustrated (by(the(table below

Known familyhouseholds
Atllast Newl(!| Atlthis
issue found issue

Argentina 1 1 2
Australia 3 O 3
Austria 2 2 4
Belgium 1 1 2
Canada 5 1 6
Denmark 3 O 3
France 13 59 72
Great Britain 21 0 21
Greece 2 16 18
Israel 17 57 74
Malaysia 1 0 1
Mexico 3 O 3
Netherlands 21 O 21
New(Zealand 5 O 5
Spain 1 1
Switzerland 2 1
Turkey 1 3 4
United(States 23 17 40

125 159 284

Thell figures[] above] excludel! known[] family
households[which(havelaskedto[be left/offlthe
list, as[well as[households[ known[ butl asl yet
uncontacted in(Italyland[Germany

Subscriptions/ /About[Jone[Jhalfl loflithe 125

householdsknown(at(theltimeloflthe(lastlissue

havel now[subscribed.AlllJof[ these,  together

with(the 159hewly knownlhouseholds(will(rel]
ceive(thislissue.

Contactipoints

Australasia

LynetteGrave +64(3(454(4780
Britain

BettySaltiel +[4412036751491

France,Spain,Switzerland &Austria

Maurice(Saltiel +33149302234
Greece &Turkey

TelistNahmias +3031269011
Israel

Moni[Shaltiel +[97129(656(295
Netherlands &Belgium

Rob(Sealtiel +316515020121
ThelAmericas

Moshe[Shaltiel +1[708(498/8884
Genealogy

Ed/Motola +1(801(322(2544

Ed[Motolalis[the[registrar/oflthelgenealogylof
thel(family.[Helis[¢currentlyléngaged/in/dn/inten(
sive[ collaborationwith[other[membersofl the
family[tol fortify our[understanding[ o6fl missing
links.[The Gazertel plans tolpublishlanlinterim
report/ofithefindingslin(d futurelissue.

General appeal:[Ed(haslasked[the Gazettelto
repeatlthefollowing(threelappeals.

1)[IWould[thoseloflyoulto[whom helgavel¢com ]
puterl generated( pedigrees[ atl the Amster!]
dam/reunion/ pleasel checkl thel charts and
send[ corrections[tolhim.[ Helwill[returnla
corrected [print[out(toyou.

i) (Would[thoselofl youlwho [have[nhot[sent[ge]
nealogicallinformation [to him, please/dolso.
This[willl enablehim[ to[ establish[links[ to
other[parts[of( the Shealtiel family.[ He will
return/tolyoulalpedigreel chartltakingyour
ownlline backlasfarlas/it[will[go.

iii) Woulddllimembers[ofithe family[please dlso
send[tohim/material[¢oncerning/the[female
line,[Sso(that(this[foo¢anbeltraced.Thiswill
enableliis[to[put(the[Shealtiel [ familylin[its
historicall¢tontext.[Here[too, [Ed[will(teturn
tolyoula/pedigreelchart(takinglyourlown(line
backlas(farlas/it[will[go.
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Ed’sladdresslis:
246/South600(East SPECIALNOTICE
SaltLake[City,[UT(84102
USA SecondInternational Reunion

Telephonel] +[1[801(322(2544
Fax +(1(801135914212

Helislon[nountain[time, that[is[at[inost[times
oflthelyear(seven hoursbehind (UK I[time;[¢ight
hours/behind [Continental Europe Time.

SpecialProjects

NewYear’sicard
Severallcousins/haveproposedthatiwe[produce
algreetings/card (with[a[family motiflor/design

Secondappealforivolunteers: In/dueldourse

there(may[well[belanlannuall¢cyclelofladvertis( |
ingldesigns/for[vote,ladvertising/for ordersland

solon.[What[swe[need howlis[for[someone/to

take(the(ball, with[aldesign[based—say—on(the

Shealtiel [ Haggadah, and[tun[Wwith[it.[Any[tak[]
ers?[ Pleasel contact[ the Editor[or[ yourl[local

volunteer,(as(listedlabove.

Other(projects

The Gazertelwilllincludelreportslin[ futurelis[]
sues/onlourlplans(to[publishlalfacsimileledition

of(the Haggadah, onlsummerlfellowships, and

onlthelorganisation(ofithe[family(archive.

Exchange visits
TheaRensby( Veltkamp[| +45(53/46120(84

ThealRensby[Veltkamplwishes[to thank(those
whollhave[ responded[to[her[lappeal for her
“Open[Door”[scheme. Please[seelthe[panellat
thebottom[ ofl pagel twentylone and[ contact
her,[asfollows:

TheaRonsby[Veltkamp
TuseNaesVej14
4300Holbaek
Denmark

Family history

Vibeke[Sealti€él Olsen
Moshe[Shaltiel

+(45(36(45(6630
+1(708(498(8884

Youlwilllseefrom(thelarticleslin(thislissue[that
VibekelandMoshehavel[shown/alllof(their ¢us(]
tomarylenergies/in[tracing historicalllinks. Your
contributions(to[these mattersWwill[be[warmly
welcomed bylthem(or(by your(Editor.

Moshe[Shaltiel
TelisNahmias

+1(708(498(9994
+30311269(011

Considerablel progress/ hasl beenmadel for[a
Thessalonikal Ireunion[Itol[lcoincidel lwith[Ithe
city’s(festivallas[“European[City[of( Culture”(in
1997.[Speciallfeatures[ currently[inder[ consid[]
erationlinclude:

—[ AlStalllship”voyage from[Barcelonalto
Thessalonikalto[¢commemorate(the
journeysimade bylourlforbears(at/the/time
oflthe Expulsion.

—[] Alseries/oflimusicallrecitalsby[those
members/ofithe family(solinclinedwholare
concertlperformers

—[1 Anlexhibition(oflpictures/and(sculptures(by
thoselmembers/oflfamily(solinclinedwho
areléxhibitors.

—[1 Al[Holocaustimemoriallto(bel[presented(to
the[City[by[the[family.

Iflyoulhavelcomments[orladditional[proposals,
or[wish[to[playllalpart[in[thel lorganisation,
pleaseldontact

TelistNahmias
13[Alexander(the[Great[Street
54640(Thessalonika

Greece; or

Moshel[Shaltiel
1901Raymond[Drive
Northbrook,Illinois[60062
USA

Gazette &Administration

Miles(Saltiel +44(1711262(6498
EMAIL COMPUSERVE(100605,2677

This[is[ simply[ to[ publish[ this[ paper[asl the
principallmedium[ through [ which[ithe[ family
communicates/ land[]conducts[Jits[ /continuing
business. Itlis[byno/means(c¢arvedlin/stonelthat
thelcurrent/ incumbentshould[ be[the  Editor
forlever(more.

InCanyl event, hel will[welcomel alll comments,

proposals,[lletters[ I(for[ publication[Jor[ lother!]
wise), book[reviews,[ articlesandlillustrations.

Alllwilllbelacknowledged.Please(see Organisall
tion onlpage 2[forldetails.
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FIVE MONTHS AGO I[waslable
tolIrecord[ Imyl jpleasurel Jat
themembers[of(the[familywho
hadlooked mepwhile/passing
through[TLondon. Now[I[ must
apologise(tolallloflyouwholtried
tolldolsolJoverlIthelllast[/few
months,only[to[find[that[I[was
eitherlaway/on[business/orlothl]
erwise[unable(tolcatchlup[with
you./In[Jparticular,Jto[JOlivier
Saltiellof France;[TeresalS$altiel
oflLafayette,[California;[Alberto
Carrasso0f[ Buenos[Aires; and
Moshe[Shaltiel[6f(Rehut, Israel,
myl] heartfelt[] regrets(] that[] I
missed[youland [mylapologies/if
Ilseemedloutloflit.[ Tolthoselof
youllwho[Imay[Ibellcoming[/to
London/laterlin[thelyear,please
keepltrying.

IThavelsimplybeenhard(dt(it.[In
my/[professionalllife, I Jam[an
analyst[Jofl the[lemerging[Istock
markets[] of ] Eastern[] Europe.
Thishas[ kept[melincreasingly
onlthe[movelover the[pastfew
months, [Wwith[ten[trips[beyond
the former[ Iron[Curtain[ since
January.[Exciting[and[satisfying
though Ifind[my[work,[t/is[also
hardlpounding.[Nolonelneed
haveJtoo much[Isympathy[Ifor
stockbrokers, but[theseldays[at
least(Ilam[earning(my[corn.

%3

IN MAY, MY BUSINESS took[ine
to[southern[Poland. I found
myself with[half(alday[ freelin
Krakow.[Thelancient[capitallof
Polandlis(anhourl[bylcar[from
theprovinciall¢entreof{QOswie
cim,[known![to[uis[ better[ bylits
German/hame—Auschwitz.[The
time had[comelfor the[journey
totheheart(ofldarkness.

Anger(lends/lits[own[distortions

in[JtheselJmatters.[/Onellfriend

hadltoldmeloftherhorror/dtithe

permanencel] of(] buildings[] of
Auschwitz([1.[]Butl] these[ ] were

former(barracks(laid([down dec(]
ades[ learlier[ by the[lAustrians.

This[Isaid,[Ther[Ipoint[is[well

made[by[thelextent of_ Ausch[]
witz[11.[This §70lacre(plaincon(]
tains[Jthree[ lhundred[buildings

and[] oncell] accommodated

120,000[ prisoners —allcity[las

populous[as Oxford.[And[what

could be['morelominous[ than

that[Jeven[las[they[labandoned

thelcamp, [the Nazis[were build[]
inglonlanléxtension.

Another[friendlobjected[tolthe
expositoryl]reconstructions,]in
particular[tolrestoration[bfl the
rail[line[for[last[year’s[fiftieth
anniversary.[This[is too[fastidi[]
ousforme:@after(all, theoddxe]
furbishment[canhardly detract
from[Jthe[Jauthenticity[Joflthe
wholelland[may[serve[ to[ grab
thelattention[oflthe[less[imagil]
native[Jvisitor—particularly['the
young,[Wwho[3were[muchlin[evil]
dence.

Ifused[tolhearlobjections(tolin[]
adequate(] recognition[ by[] the

Poleslof[ thel central[aspect__bf
the[ murderlofl thel Jews.[ This

seems/tohave beenlamended.

TherewereJsomeother[surl]

Theview from

Gloucester Square

prises.[The commentary[ refers
to 1.sMmurders(at/Auschwitz;1
seem/[tolrecall growing[upwith
alfigurel of[ three million.[This
doesn’tJseem[]an[ attemptl[]to
minimise matters; tothelconl]
trary,[therelis[plentiful l(material
identifiedas[“evidence(oflGrimes”,
presumably [ to[ rebutthe den[]
iers.

Somethinglis[madeloflthe mur[]
derloflthe(Gypsies, whichis[just

aswell[given[the hostility[ now

prevailing[Jin[Jthe[Iregion./The

memoriall tol resistancel focuses

onlalrevoltbyfemale[prisoners,

rather( than[ thel better known

butl] morel) morallyl] equivocal

mutinyby(the[trusties.

At[Auschwitz(Il[there[are hewly

erectedl] plaquesl] in[] dignified

blacklmarble,with commentary

in[Polish, English[and[(Hebrew.

Earlier[memorials—in[ the ugly

concrete [ bfl socialism—alsolin[]
cluded German[and[Russian. (I

hadlholdoubt,(however,Lof the

unaffected JoutrageIshown[lon

thefilmmade[by[the Ukrainil]
ans[wholliberated(the[¢camp.

OOKING BACK,[ Il recalllmy

disquietlasweldrove(to[the
camp(and(theldissonance oflthe
tomfooleryof( the[kids[on[the
tour buslin[front.[Perhapsbel]
causelI[went[with[a[Polishlcoll]
leaguewholhad[been[beforelas
alschoolchild, I[got something
ofllocallsensibilities. [ Theylhad
nolgarden(party(themselves,but

their(losses have(beenlaccorded
moral[ juniority. This[ leads[to
thoughts[about/the iindignified
and[ldisagreeable[Icharacter[Jof
thelcompetition/for(victimhood.

HE SINGLE GREATEST UPSET
wasltheJroom[Jof[Iprayer
shawls. [ It[was[agonising/tol[see
theseltokenslof[devotion, bnce
soldelicately[hand(worked[and
now![thelinvoluntaryldiscardslof
unknownl[lowners. ]I Thad[Inot
known[that[Ithe[lstorage[larea
was/c¢alled “Kanadal2”[and[the
arealunder[ construction[“Mex![]
ico”.[JPresumablyl] the[]notion
waslthat[the[¢ore[¢camp [was[the
Us.['Whosel[lmacabre[joke[ 'was
this?

I HAVE ALWAYS FOUND[¢oncen![]
tration_camp [ artdisquieting
and(thelexhibition[at[Auschwitz
islholexception. It[maylbelsaid
thatlit[éomes[outlof[Some[might!]
ilyldisquieting[circumstances, but(I
alsolfind [ myself upset_bylithe
imbalance[ between[ the[weight
of(thelartists’ outrageland[their
incapacity[tolexpresslit.[Onelof
the most[unfortunate[pieces of
suchlart—this[ jpresumably[not
thework[ ofl alsurvivor—is[ the
hideous'memoriallon(the(site[of
the’] demolished[] crematoria.
Naturally[it[lis[lconcrete. JThis
recalls[thelleast[satisfactorylas(]
pectlofl thelsite,[ thellack[ofla
dignified[ placeltopaylour[rel]
spects[to[theldead. Welwalked
the(daillline(out.

%

S 0 HOW TO DEAL[] with[J the
past?[ I offer[only[the[com![]
monplaces/ that[we[Jowellit[ to
ourselvestobe[alert,Cwithout
condemning( ] ourselves[] to[]an
eternity_ofl hatred[or[ paranoia.
Norlshouldwebel¢onsumed by
ourlJanger. JAnd[how[ to[Ideal
with[themalefactors?[Even/[iflit
is[beyond(mostloflus(tolfeelltoo
brotherlyltowards[the postiwar
Germans,[] I don’tl] see[] what
moreltheylcould[havel]done:
theyllacknowledged /[ their[guilt
and(made/ restitution.And[ the
worldmoveslon. Rightnow!itlis
putting[ ime[where[ Ilam/[toladl]
dress[ thellegacylofl thel subse!l]
quent/round of(miscreants: seel]
ing[whatlmay[bel[done(tol¢clean
things[ uphumanely[Jand in[la
businesslike fashion.

Miles(Saltiel
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Hurn
Donald(Saltiel from[Whakatane,[New[Zealand an[]

nounces[with[pleasurethebirth[of hisCeighthfand
ninth(great(grandchildren.

BradenPhillip wasbornon 2NDMarch 1995 to
Phillip[(secondSon[6f[Kaye Hurn) [and[Cheryl.

JeremyPeterwasbornlon 25THMarch 1995 to
Richard[(eldest[Son[0f[Kaye Hurn) [@and Jennifer.

Danon

Aliza[Danon[(Saltiel) [¢elebrated her Bat/Mitzvahlat
the[Eretz[Cultural Center[in[Reseda, Californialon
Sunday(21May,[1995.[Sheltead from[the Torahland
chantedherportionof the[Haftorah Svonderfully.
Her[Rabbilcongratulatedherlonher dedicatedand
studious[preparation(and(delivery.

Thelgalalteception,/dancelandbuffetwerelattended
bylmany[Shealtiels:[proudparents[Sam[Danonland
Anita[Danon[(néelSaltiel), brother[David and[twin
sisters,[] Ginalland[JRebecca, ] grandmother[] Celia
Saltiel((néeNavon[Saltiel) ,funcleAlbert[Saltiel,[sec]
ond ¢ousins[Ed’and[PepeMotola[(Saltiel) land [Ed’s
five[Jchildren,JEd’sCJmotherJCorinal[JHandel[J(née
Saltiel), Jacobland Natalie[Shaltiellof{fSanDiegoand
Liesl(Erman((Saltiel) (0f(SantalMonica.

Mazel Tov!

Bernie(Sealtiel: letter from/Sara/Sealtiel

My familydand I Wwould ike foéxpress dourappreciall
tion[forlalllthelcardsCandletters[weltreceived.[We
havelreceived 25 pieces/that[Ilam[going/to[tryland
answer, butlit[will[belawhile[so[I[am[thanking[éve[]
ryonel(thisway.

My husband,Bernie[Sealtiel,[diedApril 19, 1995(6f
colon(cancer. Afterbeinglin thehospital for 20(days,
Itookrhimhomelon[April 14landWwith[thelhelplof
Hospice,weltooklcarelofThim.[WelwerelallChere—
children/andigrandchildren.

Ihopelatithemextreunion Iiwill beldable focomeland
meetmyhusband’sléxtended family.

Thank[youldagain.

SaraSealtiel

Hagganah:appealfor family memoirs

KayeHurnwould dike[to here from[anyonewho Wwas
activelylinvolved [with[the Hagganah, theJewishtuin(]
derground(] organisation[] in[] pre(1948[] British[]
occupiedPalestine.Heraddress/is:

27B[Rewarewa Place
Matua,Tauranga
New[Zealand

Saltiel

Congratulations[toDonald[Saltiel,[6f Whatakane,
New(Zealand,0onhisforthcomingléightiethbirth[]
day.

Corrigenda

Theltitle[(beneath(the[picturelon[pageleleven[ofthe
last[issuel0f the[Gazette[contained[Several errors.
Thelcorrections/dre:

Three =1 Rachel[Cohen,whosemotherwas(d
Saltiel

Five[l —[1 Haim,[generallylcalled Haimaki
(Greekmickname) Cohen,husband
of/Rachel...

Six[1 —11 JacobCohen,fatherofilHaimaki

Lederman/Blinder

ThelbirthGsfannounced[offRoy Marcel[(Moshé)[in
Bogota,[JColumbiallon 31sTCMarch 1995, sonJof
Laure[Blinderand[JaimeLederman, grandsonlof
Minneke BlinderSealtiél[0f[Antwerp,Belgium

Photosforf*membership¢ards”—an/apology

Theleditor[has[$ent thefollowing[lettertolalllsubl]
scribers:

Ifam[Wwritingfo [youlonbehalflofiMosheShaltielland
myself.

Youlwillrecall that[when[you/sent[inyour[subscrip[
tion, youénclosedaphotograph(tobelmadelinto[a
card[8ignifying[yourmembershiplofthe metworklwe
are[forming.[Afew[weekslago, Ilmadeuplalpackage
offalllthephotos[Irhadltreceivedland[sent them[to
MoshelinChicagolso(that(hel¢ould[getthem[lamil]
nated ] with[J the[] reunion[] photo.] Unfortunately,
somewherelbetweenmy/desklandhis,[welhavelost
tracklofthepackage.

Ifam[verylmuchlaware[that[somemembers[oflthe

familyhavel¢oncerns[about[security. [ TolSet[tolfest

anyldisquietonthisscore,let[me(teassure(you that

thelpackage/containing/thel[photos/¢containedmolin(]
formation WhichWouldenablelalthird (party[todo[]
catelthe[persons/depicted.

Nonetheless,thelossof[photosisidBblowland Moshe
and[Ilarevery[sorry[for[thelinconveniencelto[you.
Welwouldike toltrylagainland,with[this[intind,
mayIfaskyoultolgotothefrouble oftepeating[the
operation, [{flyouwould(likefo[do(so. Iflyou did mot
send[aphoto(thefirst[fime round,wewouldbelde[]
lighted[iflyouwouldsend uisonemow.

TosimplifyCmattersthis[timeround, would [you
pleaselsend yourlphoto(directly(to:

Moshe[Shaltiel

1901RaymondDrive

Northbrook, Tllinois[60062
USA

OncelagainfMoshelandlare WerySorry[for[thismis]
adventure.
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