THEIEWISHAGRICULTURALICOLONY
ATIAOTOPAXI,[QOLORADO:
REBALANCINGMTHERECORD

Editor’sote: In[MayldfliB82, thirteen[fhimiliesldf[Russian(rbfugees(drrivedlih[thelHamlet(dfidotopaxi,ih
southernl@olorado.[Theldgriculturallcolonythey [fbundedlgrewtbmumberHventy[Hoolfhimiliesthadelipdf
sixty[threeEasternBuropeanIews.[Althoughlthelcblony slirvivedlonly Huolykars, s ldramaticlstoryhlaslchip [
turedltheliinaginationlaflhlistorians, Movelistsldndthelgenerallpubliclalike. [Allbut Huoloflthe[fimilies that [sbt ]
tledi[Aotopaxilrbmainedlit [the[West.[Afterlthelcblony [disbanded it [l inelafliB84, mhostloflthe fdrmerlcblonists
settled[ih[Denver,Workingldslpeddlerslandlsimalllshopkeepers,sbon[Becoming [pivotallthemberslafflthegrow ]
ingEbwn’slOrthodoxbestsidelIewishlcommunity.[ShullBaerMilstein, [thelgatriarch(dflthelcblony [(hlthough
helubashbtlahlactuallcblonistihimself), land(hishbifelandlséven(childrenlcimetdDenver it 1883. Milstein[fdund
successliti[thelchttleblusinesslandbecamelohelaftthe[fdunderslaflQongregationZeralAbraham, i corporatedin
1889.[Hd[ArimesLhelotopaxilcblonistiubhoibalkedtdDenver, [skrvedlakthelcbngregation’sfirst(plresident.

Historians[Havellbng [BeenKeenlyldwarelthatlhultiple[dauses[contributeliblebvents,ibhich h[Hionldreldften
viewed[ftomldilrietyldfitdividuallperspectives.[BorlaverHalflalckntury, (thosebho studied(thelstory lofiolo ]
rado’sifaimous, dbeitshortived, Ibwishlagriculturalleblony i [Aotopaxi, lattributedifs[failurefdthemachinal
tionslaflEmanuellSaltiel, thelhandholprocuredtheldndloh kdhichlthelcblonistsfarmedlandmadeliflavailable
tolthem[throughlHEAS[(the[Hebrew[Bmigrant[Aid[Society).[A Historian’slthesisreststhost [strongly lan[@ril]
marylsburcesland(sinceliy50,bhen [HoralSattibrotelthemhaster’sthesisbhichlbecamelthepiincipallsburcelfor
informationldboutlthelcblony, mewldocumentslhhvelcbmeltd Gyhtwbhich idvitelalrélexaminationlofthelcbnven ]
tionallstory.[Ththefbllowing drticleMilesSaltiel, ldlrblativeldflHmanuellSaltiel, lchrefullyldnalyzesSatt sthesis
inlthellightlafltheseldocumentsldndldffersewlhsightlihtothelcbmplexistory. Mr.[Saltielibashorn i 1H49 i
Norfolk,[England.[Thelsiimmerlhklgraduated[ftom[Qxford, lheldrovelacrossthelllnitedStatestd hhppenoh the
storyldflHis[@oloradodamesake.Afterldlchreerihlibchnology ldndihvestmentBanking, Helretired[froml[the
capitalltharketslth[3002.Sincel1gg3HelAHasPlayedldPartGh[Beuniting [His far[Hung family, [the[Shealtiels,
whoselemblematiclrbleli theDiasporaibasiharkedit the[fillm bhich Broughthim[bhckfdTotopaxilit 1Hgy.

Introduction:[skttingthelscene

On[Monday, [September[zh, 1y 70, Tmtasfivo daysinto[aldrive[latrossthe Statesith fdurftiendsfom HEngland.
Thatlevening, [Welrthade[alpit[stop fh[Walsenberg, [Qolorado, [and [dver[dur[dinnerwelsbughtlsbmelbcal lcblor
from[the Pueblo[Ghieftainland[Bueblo[Starllburnal.[Alcbmpanion Idoked ip it [abtonishment b [sée mhy FAmily
namelin fhelstorylléadingthe MaborDaysiipplement.[TheheadlinewasJewish TnmigrantsMictimslof(Hoax,”
covering[alstory[dffthe[1B82[84 filed [skttlement[abovelQotopaxi,[Qolorado ahd mhaking mhuch [ofthe Mllainy [of
itslpkomoter, [Emanuel Shltiel, wtholowned EheIdcal [silvermhine.

Saltiel Was[identified [ak[al"Portuguese,” thatid[Sephardic, [Tew; [sbaim TlHven [sb—and [despitelalirishared mhme,
IlebuldfindlalutmothinglaboutMim[ance Mgbthome. [Therelappeared o [Hemio [straightforward [cbnnection. My
ownlmmediatefamilyhhd [atrived i England Flom [Amsterdam i 1869. Mhere wWasmb [Emanuel id bhiriclan mtho
couldHavelléftfdrithe.S. kb becomelalmhiningmhagnate by 1882. Morerécently, however, wehhvebken abletd
draw[Saltiel’s[genealogy, [from[Momtob, [agresumed[Brother[df(Blias, [the[fbunder ca.1700dfmhyldwn[Anglo[]
Dutchine. [Blias[moved kb [Amsterdam[bButMomtoblstayed ih Mondon kb Fbund[allineleventuallylehgendering
Emanuel.[JorHarris, Hismother’sfmily), Himself, [ahd [ektending fd [cbntemporaryldescendantsin fhe . K.
aselllabih[Alberta, [@alifornia,Thdiana,Ontario,dregon,lahd Pennsylvania.

In1998, Mréturned kb Walsenbergmtith aflm [crewhhakinglamhovielabout theShealtiels[(Fhefclusivelspellinglof
myfamily’smime), abfthedirectorbhd [decided kb cbverthislepisodelin the FAmilylshga. While Thatas it [Qolorado [
met[Idcalhistorianslahdheard hintswhichlchallenged fhelcbnventionallstory.

Subsequently, Tlchmelatrossdocuments,2[sbmelafwhich [chllihtoghestion the principal sburceforihelgenerally
acceptedlabcountlaffthelcblony, the 150 minpublished Master’s Ehesisbly [HloralThne[Satt, mhoseMorklariginated
theMrittenlabcount [af[Saltiel’ skillainy.3[Themhostinportant(siich [documentchmelihto mhyhiands i [September
of[5005. [This[sEhertportafOctoberiB82Mritten My thelgkneral mhanagerlafthelcblony, [Iulius[Schwarz.4The
1882[rkportlgavelriselib [cbrrespondencelih early[1883, Which ITshwlshortly [Afterwards, (Hetween [Alcommittee
from theDenverJewishlcbmmunitylahd H. Sl Henry, EhePresident of[HEAS.5
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MyWifelshiggestedthatOTtracefhelcharity’slakchives. [(ThisIéd me b MaleryBazarovlaftheTocation [ahd [Bamily
History[Servicelof[HIAS, thelsiiccessorlorganization #d [HEAS, lahd YeshayaMetal, the [Public[ServiceMlibrarian laf
the MIVO Thstitute forlIewish [Research. Tain [grateful ko fhem, [asalthough they [dcked Ehe mhaterial Tkbughtlahd
broughtmhyfinitial liheloflehquiry dlah lehd, Eheypromptlylapened up [ahother bl plhitting e fduch With Greta
Heintzelman, the[Reference/CatalogingTlibrarian [affthe[American [Tewish Historical Sbciety. Tlektend mhy wtarm [
estlthanks(id Her fbrdrawing mhy [attention [t threemhonographsplublished [after[Shtt’s thesis. [(The MHrst ahtholo ]
gizes[dccounts[AfTHEAS (Historylih [the[(Russian (Hebrew”[Press[(that i [dewspaperspublished Gh[thethen]
Russian [Empire, forlJewish réaders, it [either[Hebrew arRussian); ¢ thelsécond ahthologizes[shch sburceslabout
thelJewish[agriculturallcblonies[dflthelekra;7 [thelthird [hdexesmhaterial ffom[shich [sburces[addressing[fbpicsaf
Jewish[Americanihterest.8[This[s[alsolalgbod [place[fdekpressmhylappreciation fd Nancy[Sullas[ofthe[Widener
LibrarylofHarvard Oniversity fdrfdrwardingalhiard (fb find [ektract fom theShint Petersburgfdurnal, Voskhoda,
andHugh Minterloffthe MoscowNarodnyBankfit Tondon fdrftanslating il [Asfhis ftanslation idmew, Tattach
aslan[appendix. Wanythanks[also b thy[cbusin,Moshe[Shaltiel [df[Chicago, Ebrldrawingan[dverlooked Ak ticle
from[theMenver(presstd mhylattentionahd mhakingfiflavailablefd mhe.o. [Theseldst Avo ems [chme [ to mhyhhnds
during[final [proofing, rkinforcing[ckrtain [dffmhy [cbnclusionsbutaldingtd theMurdensafmhy[eHitor, Drlleanne
Abrams, forwthoselphtiencelahd[professionalismespecial fhanks/atefit [okderlahd Warmlylektended.

EarlierMritersloh fthelcblonyldcked Ehelopportunity fd[study Ehesemewlylekamined [documents. [The [discoverylof
newleVidencelalwayslopenshilp the [pbssibility o fréinterpretation, lahd iflidny hbpe that by lekaminingsbmeloffthe
documents[that[Havelcbmetd [light[since[1h50,WeWill[belablefd [paint[alnhore[abcurate picture laffthe[Qotopaxi
settlement. Th[doing[sb, Welshould rtcognizethat theepisodeléft [allégacylof hitternessainongthelcblonists[ahd
theirldescendants. [SomelafTthefhsightswhich [emergeftom lolirré[ekamination [oflsburceslafferfalclue [k d hlow
thisbitternessmhighthavelatisen [either(at thefmelarsiibsequently. Butmothinglcomingflom alurréviewofthe
record fdkes[alvay flom Ethehiarshness[offtheintermhonths i fhehigh hlleyslabove[Qotopaxi, themhncertainties
offthelpioneers[ih[alstrangeTdnd Whoselchistoms[ahd [AnguageWeremysterious b them, [drfheirrésourcelahd
energiesfinbhilding[shiccessful liveslohcelthelcblonyWas(disbanded.

RevisitingtheQotopaxilstory

Welnhay [Begin [durréview hlylekaminingloheof[Satt’smhost Mvid lakguments, Ehat[Shltiel cbrrupted [HEAS [agent
Julius(Schwarz[td[deceivehisfbrmerlemployers. [Sherites, FToo [ttle[attention Masbeen [paid b [the infor[]
tunatelrbleplayed MyltheSociety’slekstwhileihvestigator, [Tulius[Schwarz, Whoselcbmplicity with [themho [
tives[df(Hmanuel [H.[Saltiel[prevented [an [adequatefbrewarning[dffthelproblems[ahead.”*[Satt’smlarrative
begins:
Michael[Heilprin...assign[ed][@Foung Thwyer[donnected Gith[fhe[Society, LIulius[Schwartz, [fb [go b [Tolo ]
rado,thake[@fhorough Ghvestigation[df[theIbcality, [tharkets, [sbil, [climate, [eltc., And kturn[alrkport b fhe
NewMorkl[dffice.[SchwartzI¢ft(NewMorkih [TanuarylafiB81, But(HEAS mlever rkceived [ahyreport from Mim
ormordlcbncerninghliim.:
This[statementidinreferenced, With thelabcountlafiSchwarz’sdeparturelpbssiblylattributableid khelsburce
cited[aldjacently, Pollack’s Mifeldf (Heilprin,2[and thelstoryldflHis [defection [aktributableib[Satt’s[simplemn [
awareness[dffSchwarz’siB82[rkport. [Thelskcond [Hart[df[Satt’s[Marrative[rklies[an [therkcollection [af (Rose
Ornsteinwholtdld Shttfthat[In November, 1881, [ThcobMilstein [Ornstein’sfther) ldft NewNMork b [shirvey
theldrospectsih[Qolorado, and &b IbokipIulius[Schwartz. HeMeverfbund[Schwartz.” 3[Thisi$[Hecause
Schwarzhladn tyktIéft [NewMork. [Somehowlalrlather, Milstein [ok (hiis[dhughterWeremhisinformed. (Thekkry
factlof[Schwarz’s[réportlektablishesthat hlemleverlckased b [régard Mimselflas[HEAS lagent. [Th [aHdition, ledi [
denceftom Fburihdependentlahdicbntemporaneouslsburcesishowlthatihelproposed 1B81ftipid[Qolorado
must(blavebeen[abandoned, [akitheylattestthat[Schwarzitaveled ko Qotopaxifor Ehefilrst HimeMith khelcblo ]
nistsihMaylof1882.

Schwarz’slawn Words[reveal [hlisuinfamiliarity With Ehe[@Qoloradolclimate: FAt theBaseaffthe[Rocky Moun ]
tains, Wehlavelalmorelgeniallclimate [than]ih fhelshmedtitudemlearfhelével lofthelska...In[Qolorado, i [al
tent, thefténderestbhbelahd themhostdelicatefhvalidchn[ivelahdsleeplallfhekarkbund...” 4[Schwarzwas
algreatlenthusiastfbrlthelcblony, Butlcbmmentsikethis[arefhexplicableftom[ahyonewWhoMaslehdured(al
ColoradoWinter.[He[HadMot.[The1B83[dorrespondencelsiibstantiatesHis[absence. [Hohn [ahd Wirkowski
wrote[EJuliusSchwarzlchmeMith Ehelcblonylakfisiclerk...,” Ehatidih Mayi882,lahd Henrylcbnfirmsihis by
writing[“Bchwarz[derived [Miis[ekperiencelduringfthelshmmer[ahd[alfivethonthsrésidencelthere...”ss[Hinally
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on[this[dcore,Historian MorothyRoberts[dites[d[dontemporaneous[SourcedbrHerldccountthat[Julius
Schwarz, lalybungHungarian ldwyer, taslsént kb [Qotopaxilsbon [atter theairival loftheréfugeesfd Idokafter
thelaffairslofithelcblony.”6[Brom thiseldarn fhat [Shtt’sloral ihformantslatelsb mhuch [at loddswith mhoreré ]
liable[sburces[akid[demolish herftheoryfthatSchwarzlatrived (beforefheplioneersid belcbrrupted by [Saltiel
andlabandonhisidutiesfd[HEAS. [Thislalsolsignalsihatherlaralsburcesréquirelcbrroboration beforemelchn
relylan fhem.

%)

Issuesldfflskquencelahdldral[sburceslalelckntral kb [durmlextEbpic. (Thisidftheheart of[Satt’sthesis, Ehat Shltiel
promoted fthelcblonylahdlebnnived[atffsfilurefdlehgineerlalpbolloficheap [dbor, shmmarized i the final tords
of Berfflrstséction fhatmaintain fhatFBaltiel'sMhgenious(sblution fd fhislsteminglyfhsurmountablelproblem
(lack[df Tabor) as[tb Gmport Hislawn Idborlshpply ftomBurope.”7Bylcbntrast[Robertsidldss[definite it her
attribution [ofmhotivefd[Saltiel. SheMrotethat[Saltiel promoted thelcblony b Mbostthelatea. '8 [Presumably [Rob [
erts[theant[that[SaltielWas[dontemplating[speculation[ih[rkalldstate, [Hut[this[Was[Hever[His[style[and[al1hg8
search [df[Bremont[Qountylarchivesshowed Mo levidencethatHeWas[doing[sbIdcally. Wemhayfést[Satt’smhore
dramatic[thesis[bylekaminingthelalternativelskquences[provided (Hy[Schwarzland [Satt [fbr[thelelentsIgading fd
thelcteditlstoplahdlcbnsequentlctisisfin [dte[ahtumn of1882. [Sthwarz’slséquencelid:

B BeforelSchwarz'sicéportltd[HEAS@.e.,[réported i if)
Settlersilork i aImhine, [presumably(Shltiel’s, ahdloh fhe Menverfahd Rio[GrandeRailroad, eltherfd
paylforihekhpplieslofkbshermieatlatgenerallyfd slipporthemselves.

B Onlarlaround2BActoberiB82
Schwarz[presentsfhiséportfdfheCommittee GIHEAS i New(York.

B After(Schwarz’scbporttd[HEAS.e., ihreportedi i)
Potatolctopfilsahdlcteditstopped.
Satt’slséquencelid:
B Potatolctopfilsahdlcteditstopped.
B Settlerslobliged fidork i [Shltiel'smhine.
B Settlersidiscoverlalternativemtork[at ffieMenverahd Rio[GrandeRailroad ahd Mork fherefstead.

Neitherlsburcelis[Wholly[shtisfactory.[Theeryldate[df[Schwarz’sreport i3 incertain. It G [prefaced, ENew Mork,
October[23,[1B82.”[Mheldcationidlcbnsistent With [Schwarz’sicémark[aboutphrting ftom fthelcblonists'o lahd [Ells
uslthatleitherHeldresented it [Hersonallyldr[Was[at[Hand [fb [answer[questions. (Theldating i lcbmplicated [Hy[a
commentlih[His(appeal fbr{inds, Wherehe[statesthatMax[Tobias[provided [aksistance [Hetween November[2nd
and 8. [MhisfidlatloddsMith eVidenceihternal ko (hisképort: [at fhe Himehe Mrote e mtas still hoping fdrfalsiiccess [
fullpbtatohhrvest,2[sb he mhusthhvemritten [before the Féxceptionallylehrly Fost[Hn] Ehe litumn fi882”thich
ruined khelctop.2:[Mheléport’spbsitivelcbntentlahd kdneattest ko ifscbmposition beforefthe letisismhich labcurred
afterlstorelcteditwas[stopped it the [dtealitumn. Perhapselchn résolvelthis idsue by mbting that kheldocument
inmhy [pbssession idlalptinted [edlition lofwthat mustlatiginally hhve been amanuscript. Mheldyoutlof theldbcument
suggests[that[thelthblelcontaining[therkferencelib (November” thay [(Have[Heen [compressed. [On [Balance, [this
seems[simply td bhve[bken [aliypographicalletror.

Satt’slabcountidlalsoldefective. [On[alcloseréading, herlsburces—entirelylofal —forfthe icidentsldading td khelctil ]
sislof[dtelalitumn 1882lohcemhoreflirn loht kb belghiestionable. [Sheréliesloh fhterviews mhith thefvo fthen [shirviv]
ingmhemberslaflthelcblony: Mrs.[Hannah[Quiatloh August@Gh 22[ahd[Augustibth, 1H49;23[ahd Mrs. Rachel Singer
on[Augustikth, 1H49;24plustheldescendantloflaleblonist, Rosernstein loh [Augustibth, 1§ 49.25Th hermbtesShtt
identifies[Hannah[ahd Rachellakihefwobung[daughters” afT$aacIliebF8hames” [(Milstein).2¢ [Rose[Ornstein
was[Born [itto [the Fmily[dfldne [afftheBvo [Thcob Milsteins [after thelcblonyWas(disbanded. 27 [MheMilsteinsWere
thell8ading[clan i fhelcolony, Butmoneloffthesehouseholdsfidfidentified by [Satt [aklainongtheldaderslaffthelsét[]
tlement.28

Themhostlikely réason Edrithelcreditistop idithat [HEASEdok Ftight[at [Sthwarz’sréport mthich fhadvertentlymakes
itlclearthatfthe [séttlershhd o [provision for the Winterlahd Were riimning mip [debt hich mhight Re[did i HEAS’
door.29[Satt[cbnfinesHer[ekplanation [dffthelctedit[stop kb [Saltiel’'s[perfidy, With Mo [third [Jarty [dr[documentary
corroboration.3°[Noldoubt[thisWas[tb fbllowtheléad dfthe [Hioneers’[attorney,[GeorgeH [Mohn, [ohelaftheali [
thorsloffthelThnuary, 1883 [réport kb [HEAS. Below, e Miilllekplorethat algbod [db[Attorney Kohn [did Edrhiscli L]
ents: [after[sixlok [séven mhonths’lchmpaigning, [HEASréversed s pbsition, Miritingloffthe leblonists’[debtsahd pro [
vidingmhorelchsh.
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Taking[thisGhformationihtocbnsideration, Wehust(attach [greaterWeight[tb[Schwarz’s[skquence.[This[aksess [
ment[derives[ftom thelcbntemporaneous(character[aflSchwarz’s[réportlahd[thelelidencethateinergesDetween
thellihesftom alcloselréading, rhtherfthan ifslshrfacelalgument. Bylcbntrast, Shtt’slséquencelréliesloh FAmilyftiles
remembered [Bylthreelelderlywomen, Wholat fheHmelafthelelentsitheyereldescribingWereleitherinborn lakr
minors,ih[ahn [erafh [Which [thany [Women [played [ittle[Hart fh [(Business. [Those [@live ak the HmeWereunabletb
speak[Bnglish [and[alll[chme[from Householdsremoved from[thelcknter(dflevents. ThtheMaturelafthings,[shich
first[(Hand [récollections[akthey[hiad [atelikely b hiave been [embroidered by fAmily[discussionslaverihefdllowing
sixty[skven[ykars.

Aslcbrollariesfbthis[discussion, Wemhaymotefhat Bventy mhonthslelapsed (hetween [Saltiel'sihitial létter fh [Sep ]
temberldfiB8o[ahd [the[skttlers’ [afrival ih May[1B82, [ah in [(Husinesslikefhterval fbrlalstheme alleged [th (B fh [
tended [Ib[sblvelah [afutelshortagelafdbor. [inally, [Shltiel'smhinefbok iip lanly [sbmelafftheIdborrépresented [y
thelcblonistslahd fheleblonists Werelfteefd Worklelsewhere. 3t

%]

Ifweldismiss[Satt’s[abtcount, [Nowlale We b akcount For[Shltiel's[promotion [of fthe[stheme? Notwithstandingthe
dissent[td (belekpected ftom[thoselalheringfd theftadition [of[Shltiel skdllainy, We have o réason o [dismissthe
obviousmbtion fhatheplanned [ah bt of (high [Hrofile Benefaction. Tt idfar mhoreid [abcordancemlith fhe fdaditions
oflIewishMusinesslcbnductfhat[alprosperouslehtrepreneur(at [the Heart lfffthe Idcal lTewish [ecbmmunity [should
seeklprestige[ffom [pfublic[Works[than [that[Helshould[cburtpublicldisdain [Hylabusing[Hiscbreligionistsaboveal
townshipbrmerly[Hearing[HlisMame.[On[thisMew, thelcbllapselshould [Belsken [ak[theréverselaf[Saltiel'sihten [
tions. [After(all, fatforded [hlim o [prrofit; lembarrassed thlim Whith (hiismkighbors it [Qotopaxilahd Denver; mhade for
complicationsWith[HEAS, [However[aimicablyrésolved; [ahd (hiasgiven hiim [alréputation Forillainyinchallenged
until Ehisatticle. With hindsight e may shy fhat [Shltiel hhd himselfd blame fdrloer(dptimism fd promoting the
schemelf6[HEAS. [With fhatlshmehindsight, However, e mhaylalso shy Ehat fhere idmbthing hklcould hhveldone:
everylsimilarlIewish agricultural leblony i fhe Mnited [States(cbllapsed.

Welskelthevhlidity [afthis[stenario WhenWelcbmeltd the mext [allegation, that[Shltiellekaggerated Ehelattractions
offthelsite.32[Thereidmbdoubtthat hisfitiallapproach Mtaslehthusiastic, biitweshould rémemberfthat hiewasmhb
expert[ahd that[hle[skemsalways b Have ihtended that[stockrhisingWould [play[at [dast [alphrt i the [séttlement.
Hislokiginallofferfihcluded [chttle, [horses, Wagonslahd[alykar’sshpplyloffddder.33 When fhe leblonistschme Ed it [
specttheirlarrangements, [they[thade[Mothing[dflthelabsenceldflshch[shpplies.34[Rvidently [plans[Had [changed.
Thiss[cbnfirmed [Hythelpresident[fTHEAS, Who Wroteih [Hebruary 1883 that[l..thekrymaturelafftheldnd [at
Cotopaxilahd[theKind [of fAmingrkquired [thereWas[ekpeciallyladapted [tb fhe[Russian réfugee, Whoseprevious
experiencelhiad (Been[chiefly it fheplantingloftvkgetables, Whosephysiqueias(ldssablefd bhttlemith thelclearing
ofllAnd...”ss

Parenthetically, Ehisihdicates fhat[HEASIshbscribed kb the motion khatfhelcblonists[bhd [agricultural lekperience,
thoughMekhowlthatiheHkaterinaslaviagriculturallcblonylcbllapsedleleven ykarspireviouslys¢lahd fhat theldad [
ershipldffthelcblony[chme[from[alclan Whoseinderstanding[dfffarming[chme[ffom [dwning[alshibstantial [seed
merchandizingfirm i fhelold [cbuntry.37[Murningback o thefhitial [plansfbr[Qotopaxi, Mlappearsakthough all
concerned bhd[disregarded[siichlelementlofstocklabmtascbntemplated by [Shltiel lahd [séttled mpon it ahd bge [
tables[almostlekclusively, [aldisastrousplan[given thelelevation[and Dhck[dflitrigation fh [the [area. [Such [Fhilings
should[belséen Within thelcbntext offthe Fimes. Sthwarz’s eéport mhakesfifiiclear that agricultural lehphoriaWasfthe
orderlafftheldhy.[Qoloradolalonelshwlhvolshich [attempts[at [Tewish [agricultural leblonies: theflrstlat [Qotopaxilahd
thelsécond tén [ykars[dter(at [Attwood, Ehe [dtter filing [despitelah [ekcellent [dcation; [Shtt [presentsherlown lekam ]
ples.38Mwolehrly hiistorians[dflIewish [agricultural lcbloniesfih [the.S., [Spivaklahd Morris, Mrote,”...forréasons
inscrutable, mhostlofthelcbloniesmereplanted loh [And Which Wasnfit Edrlchiltivation. s

Allltheldbservers[mhiss[alirgerpoint. [Theldnds(al that fimeldpeninglp ih thehigh [plainsWereléss[shited Fbr
farming[than [fristockrhising, fhoughthislcbunted For Littlelagainst thelagriculturalmtopianismlat that fimebe ]
witching[decision [thakers. Thiswas[ah letaloflekceptionallctedulousnessfit agricultural matters. Tiwasat st his
pointfihfhemineteenthlcénturyithatthelsteamshiplahd hilroad Werelopening mip Ehe vhsttactslofTdnd i North
America, [Argentinalahd the[Antipodestd[Huropeanséttlers. [Thisldevelopment promised kb [shtisfy fthe Iand hiun [
gerlofthelOld World [ohcelahd forfalllahd promoted lah ihprecedented leliphoria, mthich [often [promoted ihrealis [
ticlebntemporaryfudgmentloh Ehelopportunitieslofthe fontier.[Thus, Ehe séttlement of the high [plainslahdlother
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arid[rkgions[dffthe[American [West[ih [theIdst[Hvoldecadesldffthemineteenth [cknturyWas[promoted Hy[Charles
DanaWilber’s[disastrous[doctrine thatftain fdllowstheplow,” Iéading cbuntlessWould (He fdrmers b rhin. No [
tions[afTthiskind [cbntributed b the[gkneralIdckldfinderstanding [ah [the [phartof [city [dwellerslof the distinction
betweenIands(shitablefdrlagriculturelahd forlstockrhising, [hlelped by inrealisticloptimists[shich [ak[Schwarz. [He
wentlolitlofhisftay ftd rébut fhembtion that Coloradoftas fit lohly fdrichttlelahd mining, mthich lhklcharacterized [a$
thefollylafill fhformedHasterners.4° NotleVeryonelsiiccumbed fd [agriculturalleliphoria. Mhef$piritual ldader” laf
thelcbmmunity flom bthich almostall the pioneerschme, Shul [$aul) Baer Milstein, IAnded i [Americakdo [dteftd
participatelih[fhe[Qotopaxildebacle.[Helarrived fh[Qoloradoih1B83, Hut fbokMitleHme b Fbrm [His[awn Mew,
buyinglgtazingldndstdgbitothelchttleblisiness.4
%)

Letusmowihrn b fherebatesisbughtMyfhelcblonists.[Robertslahticipated [Satt’slapproach b this kb pic by
reportinglalnewspaper(atcountlaftherécollectionslof[B. Prezant, [alvkteran of fthelcdlony. Herécalled Ehat lhie
tearfullylabked [Shltiel i [give Ehelcblonists[theirrightfullsharelofmhoneylehtrusted kb him forfheirheeds.”42
Satt[thkes[the[shmelthck.43[Theldifficulty fbrthisihterpretation[ofleVentsisthat[Shltiel Would hlave[Been nable
conscientiouslytd réleaselchsh o thelséttlersidirectly. Mhelcblonistsmhight well Féel Ehemselves ehtitled Ed algtub [
stakelahdleVentuallytheylgbtlane, blutlcbmmon [senseltélls s that [alclaim[aBainst [Shltiel Wras [bound b [Fil. [Any
rebatemould hhve st td fdkelatcountlofallivanceslahd mould fhen lgbmbt d thelcblonistsbhit ko the sburcelofhe
money,[HEAS.

Thelackldf fbundation[fblthelskttlers’[grievances[i$[attested (Hy[Satt[Herself: [7..athorough[skarch [df[Golorado
courtrécordsindicatefhat mbattion Maslebveriitiated lagainstShltiel by lahy [of fthe [Tewish [cblonists ol fhterested
agencies.”#4[This[3[alfélling [amission [ [amotablyfitigious [sbeiety—Satt réferstd the CbitterIégal Mattles”[affthe
Royal[Gorge[Wars4s[and[Menver’s[Jewish [dommunity[sent[Attorney[Rohn [fbGhvestigate[the [dolony.4¢ [Kohn
pulled Mo [plunchesfih Mismhemorandum kb [HEAS; 47 wemhay fdke fithat (heould hiavelsten [Shltiel it cburt hiad
hefélt[Hwouldsérvelhis[clients’plrposes.

Part[dffSatt’slargumentrksts[dn[fhelassertion thatfhe[dioneersiqualified fbr[rEbatesHecause[Saltiel (Had [dver[]
chargedfdrlatcommodation.48[SheMritesthat, “altiel lhiad ritten fd fhe [HebrewBmigrant[Aid [Sbeiety it [Acto ]
ber,1881fthatthefventyhbusesMerefinished ahd that fiveldrge bhrnsmould belcbmpletedshortly... Now, mhore
than[séven mhonths(dter, the mewcomersfdund lohlyfvelvelsmall, [pborly [cdonstructed [chbins... 9

Thelchbins[ahd[shrroundingihfrastructurelelvidentlyféll [short offekpectations[But[Saltiel’s[plealdfTAck[af TAbor
makes[sense.s0[Satt’slsburcesihclude[Quiat[and [Singer,s: Whose[{Allibility [df themory[Has[already [(Heen [ektab ]
lished.Mhelprimarylsburce, [Schwarz, [abpears fd Be it [agreement [ak b the kdtal mumber, though Where [Shtt [shys
theyWerepresentloh [atrival, [he Mriteslofthem [Beingihcompleted it [Actober. [He [also lebntradictshimselflabout
themumberloflcbmpletions. Thitially (he Mritesloffdurhbuseslalready biilt, [six d b biiilt oh hbmesteadsahd fvo
tobebliiltih[Cotopaxikdwnshipldadingtd fhe meed kb lerect Idglchbinstd establish (homesteadrights. [Thismhakes
twelvelih [fbtal [plusBvoldglchbins. Materin Misréport, e Mrites[affivelveMouseslardered by the[cbmmittee, [off
which [eight[are[cbmpleted. 0t G$[Heyond usib rkconcile[Schwarz’s[cbntradictorylaccountsaffburversusleight
completions.s2[Welchn mhakelsénse, However, o the [abparent [phradoxthat (Heshould [denylcbmpletions ik [Octo[]
ber, when [Shttréported [chbins[abpresent i (May, iiwelcbnsiderthat fhey mhay beldescribing different biiildings.

Welalreldbliged [fb [ehtertain[sbmething ke this[When [Welcbmeltb [ekamine[fheldetail laffakcommodations.[The
cabinsereldescribed o [Shtt by (Her[sburces, Quiatlahd[Singer, [akFhpproximatelylelght féet stjuare, [sixfeet high,
with{Hatrbofs[and [Molchimneys.”s3[This[i$[cbntradicted fih[elery [Harticular By [Schwarz’s[cbntemporaneousak ]
countmhich Mritesloffthelchbinslabsixteen féet b venty féet, [dbublebbarded ahd idsulated, Whith Edrlphperitsu ]
lation, [cbntaining[threerboms[ahd[alkitchen, With [alahe i Fhreepitch kbof, lah d Hvelve [féet [hiigh i thelcénter. 54
Welchn[sljuarelthe[fvo[accountsByEminding[durselves[dffSchwarz’s[rkmarks[aboutddg[chbins. (TheseWould
havelbken theldefaultlcbnfiguration forlall itivolved i fitial Fdontierlconstruction, fom [shwrhill kb lcbnstruction
site, bhilt ko [alphttern itended fd shtisfy the mhinimum réquirements of fthe [Homestead [Alcts.

The[provisions[dffthe[Homestead [ActTargelyldictated frontier[(Home[design [and [cbnstruction.[The[Actmhandated
that, i [addition b [ather fnprovements[id fheland, Homesteadershiad b Build aldwelling [fhat Was [at [éast fén by
twelve[feet [fh[size, [And[contained [at[Téast [dnelglassWindow. [Sincemore[than Malfldflall[Homesteadersdosttheir
“betCvith[(Uncle[Bam”Chnd[FaveCip[heir[tlaimsChefore[their[Fivefkear Cproving (hp” Cheriod CvasCeom [
pleted...[clomfortmaslaften alsécondaryfidsue.55

Afterlallowingforitheekaggeration loflchildren (fecognized Mith [Shtt’slchveat ofFApproximately”), the [phrtly (Built
cabinsl[described [(Hy[Satt’slsburcesWould[Have[Been[drimarilylihtended [b [shtisfy[the[rkquirementsfbr[Homel]
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steading,[Which[ldcal WorkmenMouldrécognizelakthelfirstlobjectivelafpioneers, régardlesslaflshich ihstructions
as[mhight[Have[Heen fransmitted [fbthem [from[Saltiel. [The[QotopaxilcblonistsleVidently fbundthelchbins[disap [
pointing[sbtheylchmedsérve—iflat [all—as[preliminarylddgings forfirmersloh rémoteplots iintil fhemhoreIdv ]
ish[atrangementsIdescribed by [Schwarzbecamelabailable. [Shich [alsécond rbund loflebnstruction would hhve been
abandoned [after[thelchsh[rhn[aut. [Hinallyldn the[details[afthe [chbins, [Shtt[also [mhentionsthat [ Themhen them [
selves[blilt mhud[chimneys...”s¢[Welshould [bkarih mhind Ehatffontierlchimneysereihvariablyalldbor[ihtensive
affairloflstoneslormhud; [glven theIdcal Idborlshortagefhese would hvebken impossibleftd bhild plriorfd the atri [
valloffthelcblonists.
%)

Satt[dwells[an [fheilnperfectionsdffthelaccommodation[sblak[fd [ektablish [ahe [df the [primary[pointsaf Her[chse
against[Shltiel, Ehat hieMillfullyWithheld moneyfom thelcblonistsafterlavercharging[HEAS. When Weldokat the
specificsdflthelallegation,[However, We[find [that (i3 [Based ipon [Amhisconstruction [df[documents. [Satt[akgues
that[Baltiel...tendered [Ahill] kb cbverthelcbst afblhildingHventy finehomes|at [$280 [ehch.”s7[Thisid[sburced kb
Saltiel'sIétter b Heilprin,[dated[Septemberiy,[1B80.58[Harlier,[However, [she[mhakes[t[clearthat thisdtterlcbn [
tained[Shltiel’'slariginalloffer,59 [sb (hiis fgures répresented alproposal chtherfthan [ah fhvoice. Kohn [ahd Wirkowski
pricedthelchbins[at[§100ehch;c0 [Shtt[shggests[F150 [ehch [ahd réfers b fhformation [(possiblylalvertisements) i
the RockyMountainNewslafMecember2] 1880 that [Two [shwrhillsere it [oberation i fhe finmediatefdcinity
atfthisHme[[Wwith]MirstldassMhmber[sbld fbr[§22.50 [perthousand. s [Sheldeclinesthefinallstep [afWorking p
thepricelafftheMimberfor alldgchbinahd Welatemnablefd do [sb. Th [ahylelent [Schwarzlclaimed ot Fbr Hventy
butfvelve[homes[at [§280.62[On bhlance e hhvekdlcbncludefhat fhelallegation loflaverchargingidbhsed loh mhis ]
understandingsbly [Shtt’slsburcesahd bl [Shtt herself.

Satt[also[shiggeststhat[Saltiellclit [offf[ctedit [afficiouslylar With [alviewtd [cbercethe [séttlers kb Mork i (his mhine. 63
On[alcloselrkading[dffRer[account, WelskeMothing b [shggest[Heartlessnessih [Saltiel's[rksponseld [thelskttlers’
representations[an [airivallat[Qotopaxi.[Tothelcbntrary, [Satt[statesthat[hleWas[abologeticlahd [that[although [He
shortlyHad fb Iéaveldn [alRusiness[tip, Hefhstructed Mis(storefd Hhrnish [shppliesEd thelpioneersWithoutpay ]
ment.[After[the[skttlersddsttheirldxen,®4[Saltiel'spartnerslalsoIént [plows, Morses, [ahd[sked. 65 [This 3 (Hardly the
stufflaffmhisconduct; fhdeed GiWasfhelcblonists’ [ifeline. Th thelabsenceloflalbudget forthepurpose, thelshpplies
which keptthelpioneers alivelcbuldlanlyhiavelcbmeloh [cteditlgranted (bly[Shltiel’s[store. [Sthwarz réported Ehat bl
thelehd of[Qctober1882, [HEASfindsmerelekhausted lahd Ehat fhelcblonistshhd [spent lah inbudgeted [$h,544.87
on[fdod.¢s[Below, WeMfilllekplorefthelcteditigranted kb helcblonistskddiscoverthat the récord showsatlvanceslof
upib[F8,000. Inladdition, thelskquencelektablished ih [theldiscussion[aboveldn thelebentsdflalntumn [af 1B82
showslthatfhe [séttlersWeremtorkingin [alnhine, presumably[Shltiel’s, beforelctedit mtas ciit loff.

Satt[goesldn[tblcbmplain[that[Saltiel’smhineMotdnlyinderpaidthe[skttlers, (Butalso [Haid fhem[ih[strip.67 [We
know, However, that[therhtefbrthe[Work[arranged [(Hy[Schwarz[atthe Menverland [Rio[Grande[Railroad [Was
$2.00[alday[ih [chsh.¢8[Shltiel'smhine[phid thepioneers $1.50 [alday, fhelgbingrhtefdrunskilled Fmuckers”ar T4
borers, [abcordingid [Bill LIbneslafthe[Silverton Minelahd (Museum. ¢ [All [of these Mere [premium rhtes: [at [atound
thisffime[thelaHolescent[Hd [Grimeslatcepted aldbllaraldhy[ih Menver.7oThNovemberlof1§98, Dr[Abramsloffthe
RockyMountain[Jewish Historical[Society[shiggested thatthelcblonistsWereminderpaid by lcbmparison With he
$3.30[gbingrhtefdrlekperienced mhinerswhoseMorklchlled forthemke loflekplosives. [Shembwlatknowledgesthat
prudenceindoubtedlyldictated thatWould [Be Fdrmersftom [Russialshould (hiave Been Kept ftom [dynamite bintil
theybhdl8arnedtherdpes.

Iflséttlerserelphid i [sérip, Melshould rémemberthat theylowed [altidy [shm fd [Shltiel. [(Mhefise o [strip Mras(also
common fthroughout fthe Westofthe[period. Rapid letonomiclekpansionlcbincided mith Ehe IdcklofalFederal leén [
trallbhnk, which[ghvelrseltd lah latutelshortagelofldgal Eénderin fhe West foridecadesloh lehd. [Studentslofthe [pe ]
riod[Will[rkcall that this[Iéd EbHercelpolitical lcbntention, With [ehstern[cteditors[arguing fbrlaltightgbld (Hacked
currencylahdwestern Bbrrowerslatguingforlalldoselsilver[Hased [system, [ak[atticulated blyWilliam [Tennings Bry ]
ant’sfmous[I Will mot[skelthismlation [ctucified [ah [alcrossafgbld. " Butthese Mere hiardlylecbnditions[of [Shltiel’'s
making.
%)

Theffinal[sétlaflallegationsidithat fheldcationslok thefiltlesattachingtd khe fFArmsteadsmerelehgineered bl [Shltiel
tolservehiis[purposes. Thisidmbtlsbmhuch [alspecificlallegation[akthelatcumulationlofvhrious|ctitical ebmments.
ThelfrstidfhatthefarmsteadsMerelpborlyldcated.”: [Thrétrospect Welchn [séethat thisidright—after(all, thelcbl [
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ony[fhiled.Bven [sb,[WeHaveltb[Halance[Schwarz’s[claims[dfchreih [allocating dts,72[fheldoubt [chst [an [this[By
Kohnlahd Wirkwoski,?s the [depredationslafmeighborsmpon Idnd lahdMaterfrights, ke apparent [alteration flom
stock[rhising[ormhixed FArmingffd horticulture,7sthelagricultural laver[Ambition lofEhe fmes, [ahd fhefailure lof fall
such[sthemes.76

WelcomeMow[ib[thelabsenceldfldeedsdbrthelcblonists’[Holdings.[Threelcbnflicting[stories[comeldown b iis:
SchwarzlréportsihatColoradoldwlprovidesthatlcblonistslcbuldohly frégisterlclaims(atterlabcupyinglahd idprov]
ing[them.”7[Sattihdicatesthat[Saltiel Wastb[akt[akfhelcblonists’[agentahd Hlefbrfreehold Htletb[government
land.”8[Roberts[i3mhorelcircumstantiallih Mritingthat Fthe [MousesWere letected pon Iand[claimed (bly the [Qoto [
paxi[PlacerMining[Qompanylahd ifiwasrépresented by [Shltiel, laldirector afthe [cbmpany, that fhe [cblonists [hiad
fortyinelykarI¢ases.” 79[Roberts[citesmlolsburce, (But[Sattlehtertainssbmething [similar it (Her[speculation Ehat
thelcblonistsWere de[faictolténantsafffShltiel 8o fhough Idngldases—presumably gratis—wouldhlavelilnposednlo
immediatelihbilities. By thelshmefdken, [clear—even fteehold—titlesould (hiavehiad o [cbmmercial Whlue: hith
localldnd [atthatfimelaVailableforhlomesteading, the plotsMould Mot (haveMeenmlegotiable forshle fd third phr[]
tieslarlaklcbllateral fdrdans. Th ahylevent, Ehe wholepbintof Shtt’s thesisidthat fhesephrticularplotsfirned lolit
tobkmorthless.[Both Robertsahd[Shtt agree that b [deedserelekecuted; 8: Shtt pbintslolit Ehat HEASkdncluded
thatfthe[fitlei3sueWasidolcbmplicated[ahd rbmote fbr them Ed résolve.82 [Qertainly fthelshmeholdsftue forlcon [
temporarylhiistorians.

Satt[dnd[Roberts[duggested [that[the[fhrmsteads[Werel[placed [dn [Thnd [Belonging[ib [Saltiel [dr[His[dompany. 83
SchwarzMasleVidentlylshrprised o discoverlatherlobcupiers,s4 bt ffid ot [clearwhy Ehis mhatters, i fhat there id
nolshggestion thatatljacentplotsould hhvebken mhorefértile, [bktterfitrigated, laklcloserfd mharkets.

%]

AlrécentMriter, [Armstrong, mhakesHvo mew allegations it [alproject iindertaken kb [shtisfy the rbquirementsoflah
undergraduateldegree.8sHis[cbntentions(akelsbectacularbutWhollyunsupported. (Thefrst i3 that fhelcblonists
wereMrtuallsérfslafiShltiel. Nothing[ih fherécord shipports[shich [alview, ahd finhay [ber¢jected [ab hlyperbole. [The
second[i$[that[thelcblonists[Believed [theyHad b rkdeem [fheirldeedsBeforelquitting[thelcblony. [ThisidMot[sb
muchah[allegation aBainst[Shaltiel, [aklalnewHvist b the[akcount [of fthelcblonists’ ftials. Wemhay [t ke ifllakah [at [
tempt kb mhake sénselofShtt’slcbmmentlaboutlclouded ftles, Following the story o the 1884 fdsit kd fhe [dnd lotfice
in[@afion [Qity by fheldstlgrouplaflcblonistsidIdaveQotopaxi.86 Milchn [beshfelydismissed. (Thelcblonists’ Iéaders
werefom[alclan [afThusinesspeoplelahd proprietors, Mot lliteraterhistics. [Afterahtumn of1882, Hheyfwlere i [shf[ ]
ficientlcbntactwith the[Tews[of[Denverlahdtheirfattorney, MrKohn, forlahylshch mbtions ko beldispelled. Thldte
summer[df(1883theldolonists[Megotiated[d[finallsettlement With (HEAS, [gresumably[Benefiting[from Rohn’s
counsel.[This[rélieved the [pioneerslaflahylobligationstd [Shltiel labwrell b kb (HEASfself. [Good [practicemould eh [
surelan [eikchangeldffthdemnities[sbthat[alllcbncerned[cbuld[HutthelepisodeBehind them. [Binally, thelrkcord
showslséverallgroupsl(afficblonistsdéaving[Qotopaxi lat [Will [atter the[October [payment, With b [eVidence laf réluc]
tance.87

ThellégacyldfBitterness

Ifthefrévisionistlatcountlofthelcblonylsétiohitlaboveidlcbrrect, telshould lgive fhoughtid theldgacy lofbitterness.
Alrkasoned lidgment[Would BethatGilcbmesftom[séven [sburces: thelabcumulation [af[storelcredit; Ehelclash [of
cultures[Between [thelcblonists[ahd theirmewlehvironment; [cbnspiracy [theories[circulatinglaimong[Tewish [réfu []
geeslat thefime; thelcbnditionslofthe Winterlof1882[1883; themkgotiationslati883; theldistortionslaver Hmelof
oft[tbld ales; [ahd Eheahthority lof [Shtt’s Ehesis.

First, Idtusbhrn ko fhelidsuelafthelstorelctedit. (Mhelcblonists Werekkenly [alvareofftheldebts they Merelabcumu [
lating.88[Weldan [dffer[fburldpproximations.[To[Begin With,[thereli§thetbstimony[df[Schwarz[WhoMritesldf
$1544.87dflekpenditurefbrfbod [ih [thefrst five[thonths[dffthelcblony.89 [Thisthkes s kb [Actober[8h, [ekcludes
non[fbodlekpenditurelahdfidIdw bylcbmparison With [eVerylotherleftimate. Wemhaymhakealchlculation Flom Ehe
March[36,1B84[eldition [dffthe[Warsaw[Based Hebrew[dewspaper, HalWelitz.[This[cbntains[an[account[afthe
Jewish[agriculturallcblonylaffAlliance, NewlIersey, which failed h [1B83.[There, Fthelcbmmitteeldecided Ed [allo ]
cate[ftom[§8 b [F12[b[ehch Family, [sbtheylcbuldMivewell[ahd Mot [sbaringly. "o [Welnhay thke [l[that FhisWas(al
weekly[stipend. TiWefdkelalmhean [of (10 FortheMeeklylstipend [ahd [abply s the Bventy Hvo Edmilies réported
by[Satt,[Weldbtain [altbtal[df[$4,620[dverthe[Hventyldne Weeks[from May[8th[ib[Dctober1}t[1B82.9: [Welrkach
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higherfiguresifiweattempt [{b Work[Hackwardsfromthelehrningsfrom[theDenverland Rio[Grande[Railroad
which[shipported[thelcblonyih[1B82[ahd[1B83.MheseWereHetween [§2[and Fhipib[§3” [perlday.2 Mlet s[dnce
again [thkelalohean[df{§2.50 [dver[alsix[day[Working[Week FbrHventyldnemhen b réflect [Satt’sChlmost [all” [affthe
twenty[threelaultmhales.o3[Qverfthe Bventy [dneweek pkriod, this kdtals[$6,615.

Theselfgures(arehligherihanfthoselaffered by theMriteraflamominallylahonymousIétter, identified [anly By
hisfhitials,M.H.,[dated [Bebruary[8t, [ahd plublished ih theMenver TribunelohFebruaryigth,1883.Mheldt[]
ter[Was[Headlined, CDenial ftom[Qotopaxi”,[and[gavelthe Tribune’slshibldditorldccasionibihsertthelchull
tionary[chption, FTo[BeMaken With [alGrain lof Shlt’ TIWelekplore [belowthe [place af thisalticle lahd Gils [edi ]
torial fteatment(in fthe[plublicrklationsskirmisheslafWhich i Was [alphart. Here WeMilllcbnfineldurselvestd
recognizingthatfifislatithmetichhllylgualifiesEbrihelshbleditor’sitarning. M. H. mirotethatlcblonistsworked
for[alchonth fbrithelrhilroad, blutlcbntradictsthisith Misrkportthat,[l..each [mhan [réceiv[ed] alcheck ftom
thelpayl[dar, thelaverageldffwthich tas[§40ahd[sbmelaffthelchecks[akelstillhleld by thelcblonists.”94Welchn [
not[relyldn [theselfgures, [ak[Schwarzlahd [Satt fhdependently féll s fhat fthe hourly [rhtelan fhe[rhilroad Wasbe[]
tween[§2[ahd[F3. Bven[at fheldwestrhte, Thepay checkFbralfventy six[daymhonth, fh [ah [ekaMithoutdeduc]
tions, [should hhvebken [$52. [Thislchusesuk td bemtaryof M. H. s Hgures, [herelahd [shbsequently.

ThelHighestHgurelcbmesfrom[the[November[@5t1B85Gssueldf HallWelitz,Whichrkprinted[alprivateldtterfd
Elijah [Sholmanftom MordecailThlomstein, [ah [American journalistwho ftequentlylsérved[akalcbrrespondent b
themewspaper. [Thlomstein WroteldffhisMntensivelstudy” [of ftheréportswhich [had] réached him” ahd Waslelil ]
dentlyWell fhformed. Helcbntrasts[Schwarz’sCglowing[réport...read it fhelotficeslofthelchmmittee il NewYork”,
with Flettersfhll [afTHeart [rendinglcbmplaints”[sént o (him [personally(at the Hmelofthelséttlement’sftoubles. [He
reportsfthatfheCotopaxilcblonyhhd Féaten b Fventy fhousand [dbllars.”Thlomstein fhen mhakesihe fihal slightly
mysterious[rémark, that[afterthelcblonistsIéft[Qotopaxiftheirftiendshiad therésponsibilitylof[sélling fheldnd.”
95Tt fidhiard kb khowmwhat fdmhakelofthis. Tiihe cblonistsWerehbomesteaders, Eheirlclaimsmould [dpselohcethey
ceased kb lokcupy them, sb [theirftiends”Mould hhvehhd mbthingftd séll. NeitherRobertsmbr[Shtt makelahylsiich
suggestion, though [Both [dwelt[oh Tdnd fitles. Wembted labove that [at fhis fimelnimproved [dnd i the [ateabhd
noldegotiablevhluelahd [thatfheselplots it [particularereMorthless. ThithisMfight We Havefdcbncludefthat [ Th[]
lomstein Masmhisinformed [about thisaspectlofthe mhatter, ftroducingfthe ahecdote kb r¢inforce hislemphasisibh
thefilureloffthislahd[alllshchleblonies. Mwefdkethe [$2o,000hklcites, ahd shibtract Ehe HEASotiginal biidgetlof
$10,000[dlus[the[Dctober[1B83[disbursement[df{f2,000,Welare Héft With [dtherlekpenditures[dfl$8,000,[Hre]
sumablylan [storelctedit.[ThetableBelowshmmarizesfhelekpenditureslatisinginderftheselalternativelaksump[]
tions.

Scenarios

1 2 3 4 Notes
TravelftomNew NMork b olorado @250 @250 @250 @250
Infrastructurelat@otopaxi 8,750 8,750 8,750 8,750
FinallséttlementMith [eblonists Blooo Blooo Blooo Blooo
Estimateslof(storelctedit
Scenariolil 1555 [al
Scenariol2 4620
Scenario[3l [BlL615 lcl
Scenariolgl 8,000
Total 0B,555 16,620 18,615 20,000
Notes

a.WourcedffomSchwarz((p.ih).

b.MBasedlantheweekly familystipendlatthelcblonyatlAlliance, NJ; [GQeffen, [p
c.OBasedlan(theldailylehirningslaf2h [ddultmhales[ftom the [Denver landRio[Grande [Ballroad
O Schwarz,lplih; Satt, [P 26.

c.dDeduction[ftomtdtallcited By llnlomsten; [Qeffen, [pl [24[afT218.

Thislgiveslah lebtimating[rhinge[(in rbund Hgures) [between[$1,500[ah d[$8,000 Fdristorelctedit, [aVeraginglatound
$5,500;[ahdEbtallobligations[(bncelagain, ih rbund Hgures) lofbetween[$h3,500ahd 20,000, AVeraginglatound
$17,500.[Weldb mbtkhowhbwthestorelctedittas(séttled. Th [Qctober 1882, [Skhwarzidld Voskhoda’s New [York
correspondent(thatthelskttlersWere[Cwillingly” using[thelchsh [they Werelearning [tb [day[Hack[debt.9¢[The
contextlaf[Schwarz’srémarksmhakesfldok—presumablyihtentionally—asthough [Heasréferring kb their
debtid HEAS, Buthiis fdrm [ofwordslcbuld etjuallymtelllehcompasstheirldebt b thelQotopaxilstore. Simslaf
theldrderldffthoselskt[dutaboveould Bebbound kb [add kb fhelahxieties [of ftheleblonists, [particularlyak thereid
evidenceloflatrearslofwages; theldiscussion belowlekaminesthelektentldflarrears(ahdekploreshlow[shcrifices
tophybhcklstorelctedittouldistiriplgrievances.
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Welshouldl[also rbcognize[How[thuch the[pioneersWerelat[dddsWith [their[physicalland [chlturallehvironment.
They[fell Fbulldftheir[deighbors, holgrabbed [thelHest Tand 97 [and [Whoselchttleftespassed ipon[ahd [atetheir
crops,98Mot[ib [whention WhateverfirtherldepredationsH.[S.(HenryWas[Rinting|[at i [hiis[MebruaryIédtter. 9o [(The
settlersldcked FEAmiliaritymtith [stock, [le. Ehelax[feam Idstlan [akrival; eofthe rbamingchttle[olf fhe Wet Moun [
tain[Malley; ror[game—the[Bears[dreparing[fbrHibernation; o2 [as Well [as fhe[Wherewithal [fb fhwart[slich
threatslabmhight[beposed My Reggingftibesmen.103

Weldetect theirinfamiliarityWith [dcal moreshinithelattitudelaflthe RockyMountainNewsMhichréspondedid
thelstoriesloffthedifficulties[at [Qotopaxi bl mbting that Fall pioneers mhustlehdurelsbmehhrdship.”104[Thelchltural
clashlektended [t thelcblonists’[cbreligionists. DisharmonyBetween FGerman” [ahd Hastern [Buropean [Iewswas
notiincommon[duringftheleta, whith H.[S Henry, forlekample, mhakingmb [sécret lofthiis fpatiencemtith fhelcblo ]
nists’[cbmplaints. o5 [Norlshould weIdselsight offthe pbssiblelghlflbktween fhelideal lofrhgged fhdividualismlchar[]
acteristiclaf[America—in [particularthe[ftontier—oftheperiod, [ahd fhepliority[attached Ed[charity [akalréligious
obligationainongttaditional Tews.

Thelrécordlalso rémindsmisthat thosefeelingfhemselvespowerlessatelshibjectfd [cbnspiracy theories. Welfind al
contemporaneouslekamplelih fhe Idmentation [oflah lahonymousleolonist flom Winnipeg. [Herotelalldtter, [pub [
lished i Ha[Welitzloh [Thly 5l 0882, Ehe firstishimmerlafiQotopaxi:

“Likelan[dutcast, ITsitdboking fbwards[thelskyland MTHear Moices[df fnyféllowlcblonists ] Weeping... Look (How[we
wereldeceived By thepeopleweftusted lahd Who [stemed [id b [cbncerned With [aur Welfare. [TheyHave [sént s b [al
desolateplace[ak[skrvants[ahdmhaids o Mork Fbr mothing fbr fhe Idcalfhhabitants... Whyldid fhey[deceiveiis? Tlike
sheepMfithoutfalshepherd...welatebiuised flom Edpfd bbttom.” 106
IfWelHopelthatfhismnfortunate fdbund sblaceBeforefhe ManitobaWinter[sktin, [at thelshmefimeWe Meed Mot
take[his[bereftfdne fllytdheart: fhosemtho atefamiliarfith fhe[Tewish Mriting|[style ot fthe period Mlill récognize
aldramaticlskyle[df(this[Rind[ds[characteristic. [(His[fbnelanticipatesthe[Heartfeltrkmonstrances[rkcalled [(Hy[B.
Prezant[and[similar[sentiments[Handed [down [ibLis[Hy[the[descendants[aflthe[Qotopaxilgioneers, Which Mter
writers—unfamiliarWith fhelconventionsaflargerthan Hifeidiom—took[at Fdce vhlue. [AWatered [down[ekample

isftd [befbdund it fhelappendix, which idaftanslation Flom Russian.

Moreltdthepbint, Ehelcbntent loftheWinnipegldmentation precisely Fdreshadowsthe [piotestslof deceit ahd [eto [
nomiclekploitationWhich[cbme[down [tb s ftom [Qotopaxi. [The[striking [similarity lof fthe lvo fhstances aflcbm[ ]
plaintlshggestslalcbommonsburce.[They el histhat [Tewish [réfugees alllaver North [Americalat this fime Merepire[]
disposed b ewMhatevermhisadventuresinitiallylchmefheirayfhrough Iénses|distorted by mmors picked ip
on[the[Atlanticlctossinglak [at [fhe [ports[of lehtrylih NewMork, [Qastle[Qardenlahd Ward’sd3land, Which [eVidently
succumbed [tb[ihtermittent(disorder.The[October[2l3rd[1B82[eHition [dffthe[Saint [Petersburgiburnal, Voskhoda,
has[allively[akcount[dffposturing By [Would (He finmigrantIéaders, [ak[Well [ak Fctional [disputes[at [Ward’s Mland
leading[tb[afhll(Hlown[Hot. 7[Such cbnditionsWereBound EbKindleimors—whatWeWould mow[chllurban

myths.
%)

Dramaticlekpression id[alsotd befdund Mthen Melekamine fthe WinterofiB82[83. [Alt first sight, the [storyidaf un [
remitting[hlardship.[Welrkad thatthepioneersldstiheirlctopsid ftostlahd themhenacesloflchttle, Rearslahd
begging[ftibesmen.1o8[TheirlchbinsWeremheagerlahdldcked Windows, doorslahdlchimneys.09[Somelskttlers
resorted[ib[chitlsbd [Huts[and [alh[abandoned [chvefbrishelter.*o[Onelskttler[sivam [alflooded iver b [dbtain
food fbr[hlis[sickWife. 2 Th[shim, thelstorylpresented i3 lof[destitutelahd idolated [pioneers, who Werelobliged
tolstavengelforicballahd Mood ahd who bknefited ftfomcharitableshipmentsftom MenverbfCelothing, fdod,
medicinelahdlathermlecessities,” [akWell [ak[§500 i [chsh. 12

Muchldffthis[descriptionfhrnslduttd [belekaggerated. Hirst theminderlyinglcbnditions: heoloradoMinter
would [have [Been Mo Movelty fbrpioneersWholchmeftomWhat[idmowtheMkraine. Met slcbmpareBebru [l
ary, [thelcbldestmhonth [offthe [ybar i Morthern [dtitudes, bt Mviv, the principal kdwn i Ehe région flom Which
most[dffthelcblonists(hlailed, With Monarch Pass, theWeatherlstationclosest b fhelcblony. Welskelah [aver[]
ageldf(95° Fland [amhinimum [@f[8° Fih fheldld[cbuntrylcompared b1} ° Fland ik ° Flih [fhe[Hass[abovelthe
colonists’mlewHome.3[Thehligh [plateausmhighthlave[Meen mhorelekposed Ehan Monarch Pass, but e khow
thathany[dffthelskttlers[planned[tb [stay[ih fhemorelsheltered[conditions[df[Qotopaxilitself. 14 [Theylelvi [l

Copyright,@2005, 2006, Rocky MountainllewishHistoricalSociety land[Miles[Saltiel (0]



dentlyHad MoldifficultyWithstanding[theldimate[ih that[all[shirvived the[Hrst Winter[ahd [skveral Fhmilies
elected it [stay fdrlalsecond. 15

Theffailedharvest Waslah indoubted [disaster, Butfhepioneers’hexperienceWith theldcal FArminglcbndi[]
tionswaskery inhelpful. Mhelcbmplaintslaboutlabcommodation [attest b similarldckofthefrontierlspirit”
andfto sbmelektent[atelcbntradicted by M. H.Helcbnfirms[Schwarz’skeéportfd HEASabout thelsturdychar[]
acter[dfftheMouses, butladdsio fhelcbnfusion[abouttheirmumberin [Schwarz’sréport, By Mriting[olf[six fh
Cotopaxi[fiselfland[ah inidentified mMumberChttheleblonists’ kéquest” o FArmsteads. ¢ [Mhis Iéaves s With
whatWehhvetdken o beftheloriginalldglchbins. [Asldiscussed above, they Edllowed Ehelprriority lof[shtisfying
the[Homestead[Actslahd shfficedfbr[Aundreds[dffthousandslavermhany(decades; [chimneys, Windows[ahd
doorsWerelalldborGhtensivelaffairtd [belcbmpleted By theloccupants themselveslal With Mick, mith the help
ofldeighbors.[CQutldod[HutsWerelthelekpedientbrihnumerablelpioneersiwhoMouldHavelcbunted them[]
selvesMhicky b find[abandoned[chves[fbritheirfirstWinterlan fhelgreatplains. Thdeed, [ak fhisHme, Tewish
colonists[ih[Mineland, NewL[Iersey,[@nd [Qimarron,[@klahoma, fbundfhemselves[sleepingiinderlchnvasih
army[Eéntslshipplied by the.S.Qovernment. 7 [Thelstorylaftheiversivim Wasdisputed Within [alféw [days
of ils[plublication.8
%)

Thelffagmentarylcbntemporaneousécord mowl[alvailablelehableshis i [proposelalnhore rdalistic réconstruc]
tion.[SchwarzWas[appointed manager[dfthelcblony[dn [August[&hd,[1882. 19[Atfthelehd[dffhemhonthfhe
numberldficblonistsihcreased Dyldnelthird. 120[Atthat[skason[thelihcreaselih [populationrésulted fh mhore
peoplelid féed fhstead [dfmhorefeld Hands, [adding kb [durbinderstandingaffthelekhaustion [affthelcblony’s
funds[at[aroundfhatfme. 2:[Schwartzrksponded My arrangingpaid l[employment [at[theIbcal Zincmine,
presumably[Shltiel’s,[ahd [at fheMenverlahd Rio[GrandeRailroad. 22

Thelcblonistsldontinued[fbldeal With [the[store, Which Would [(HeWilling b haintain [credit [and [chsh [Hay[]
checksfih fhll—then [akmow [chistomary[ih thelabsenceldflcbnvenientManking fcilities—forlak Idng[akthere
wasld[easonable[grospectthatarrears[Would [Be[Jaid [gromptly. [Theldssumption Would [Have[Been[that
HEASWould[stepih With [alchsh [hfusion. Weknow[that[Schwarzas[popularWith fhelcblonists, [and [He
seems[tb[Haveregarded (Mimselflakfheir[{friend. 23[Thelrkcord [showsthatHekbok[itpon Mimselfltd [go b
Nework[fhat[@ctoberfb[dppeal Eb (HEAS. Rresumably, [His[Hoseate[dccount epresented [An[dpproach
agreed wiponbetweenfthelcblonistslahd ftheirlcteditors, lekplainingwhy (he[skated over Ehedifficulties inlsitu.
Heldlidrkport[aldeficitloflaround[$1,750, blut Fdrmally lakked lohly for[§500. 124[Wehay thkefithathelabted
in [the[Beliefthatréliefsbmewherebetween thesefiguresiould averbgularized thelcblonists’ [pobsition.

InftheleVent,however, hiséporttasspectacularlyill[fimed. HEAShhdbhlyrhised §k2,544.19 ftompkivate
subscriptions(plriorftd Thine882, kbt fhatpbintlcbmmitmentskd Cotopaxiképresented mearlyhilfloffiinds
raised. 25 OneWeekbkfore[Schwarz’siréport, HEASrécognized thelektremitylaffifis financial [position, when
the[dommitteedeluctantly[dgreed [fo [dcceptdesponsibility fbrldvery Thnded iinmigrant, Gh [drder[fo [get
$50,000 fom[isHuropeancbunterpart. :26[ThismeansthatSchwartz’slappeal Would bemhwelcomelah ré[]
ceiptlahdlabjectionablelon[ekamination. 27 [fiSchwartzhimselfIdst Ehelcbnfidencelof[HEAS(at khisfpbint, i
wouldlekplainhiislabruptdeparture ftomftherécord.

OnceltheQotopaxilstorelghthered thatréliefffom HEAS Wasmbtfkd Befdrthcoming, altbugherlineloh [ctedit
waslihevitable: [Shttkéllsmkthatiiwasaltogetherlchtloff, 28fhough M.H.[denieslthis. 2olhfact, e [pbsition
wasmoremuanced. Thishich lebnditions, fiid Mo mhorethan Blisinesslike ko Ety Ed [gkt[defaulters bhckloh tack.
Thelisuallcburselidthatalftaction afftheirlchsh flowbelapplied kb [atrears. Th thisihstance, thelstoremould
wantftoihtroducelcbnditionsfbrichshinglcheckslahd/orrédeeming[strip. [Such [alrégimemhay (hlaveheen [h [
troduced [priorftd[Qctober2h14, loh the mhostchilling Mewlof [Schwarz’slcbmmentfd Voskhoda’s NewYorkleor[ ]
respondent, [that[the[skttlerswWere [villingly” lusing[thelchsh [theyWerelehrning[tb [Jay[Hack[debt. oMot
then, iileVidentlylchmel[shortly [afterwards, [ak [We[léarn ftom [althrowawaylcbmment by M. H.[HeMrotethat
in[Bebruary[i883, [skverallcblonists[Held in [Presented [Hay [dhecks[after hanythonths [df Working[fbrlthe
Denverlahd[Rio[GrandeRailroad. 3:Mthisidlcbrrect, Weléarnfhatfhelcblonistsmerelchoosingtdlgb Mith[]
outlchsh,rhtherfhan[allow[partdfftheir[ehrningsid e Mised kb rkpay [debt. [Such [cbmplexitiesWerelsimpli[]
fied ib[thelpointlaffihcoherencelakréquestsfbriébates, ih fherécollectionsolf[B. Prezant[(Feported hiy[Rob ]
erts),lahdof[Ornstein, [Quiat,[ahdSinger[(Feported by [Shtt). 132
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Thelséttlersishould mot, hlowever, hiave been destitute. Brom fthe [Fall, fhey werelablekd lehrn [chsh ahdduring
theWinterlalmost[alltheadultmhen Werelehrning Between [§2.00 lahd Fhip b [§3.00” [per[day ftom theMen [
verlahd Rio[Grande[Railroad. 3. H. rkportedthat ffom[October[iB82 b [ehrly [HebruaryiB83, Hvolcblo]
nistserelehrning($h.50 aldaylaklchrpentersforldcal storekeepers; (hkelalsofleshed lalut[Schwarz’slabcount by
reportingfthatlahlaVeragelofsixlcblonistslehrned between[§1.50 [ahd [§l2.00 [peridhy Ftom fhezincmhine. Tiule
accept[Hisbord, Gt[Adds[Weight[ib[theldvidenceldresented [dbove Which Héd is[ib [tkjectthelsdequenceldf
events[presented Dy [Shtt. 134

Earningslofffthiskind[shouldhlavebeenlehough b Keepihelcblony: thelpioneershiad mblabligationsforrént
and[d[smaller[groupWas[dbleb [dover[itsdiving[dxpensestheIbllowing WinterWith (Hailroad [darnings
alone.3s[NorWerelthelcblonistsfidolated: after[AugustlafiB82 theymlere it ebntinuouslebntact With fhe Tews
ofMenver, FfomWhom fheyMWerelobtainingkbshermheat.3¢[Thelpageslaf VoskhodalshowlthatfheQotopaxi
colonistsfdined With latherIewish pioneersi r¢porting theirprogressftd the mewspaper. 37[Finally, Henry’s
prompt[ahd[circumstantial rtjoinderfbRohn[ahd WirkowskilektablishesthatQotopaxihlad [altélegraph [af []
fice,fromWhich [thelcblonists[cbuldmhakelcbntact With Eheirlcbreligionistsih [Menver[drlelsewhere[ak [will
andWithoutldelay.:8

Thelabsistanceftom[DenverWasfdrthcoming it fthe first Week ofFebruary1883. Wekhow thisak, although
itasinmentioned [HyKohn [ahd (Wirkowskiih theirIétter[df[Jo [Tanuary, [t [Waskported fh[the Menver
TribuneldfBebruary iz, 1883.139[Aldelivery [at fthis[pointlcbmbinesWith fthestorieslaf[stavenging fbr Fhel kb
confirm[thatldespiteltheirlehrnings, fhelcblonistsWereldn [shortrhtionslaverthefrstWinter. Thlcbntrast,
M.H.—transparently[partisan—presents[alohorelipbeat [abcount ol fhe[séttlers’lcircumstances(at fhat [point.
Helréported[thatthelcblonistshadsbmel$1,000[h [theMandsloffamilies, [plus[§60 laficbmmunal Fhnds fbr
emergencies.[dn[dddition[heldolonists[had Wages[duefrom[storekeepers[dnd[dlsewhereldnd[fheiin[]
presented [phy[checks[already[discussed. 40

Welhay [rksolvethislapparentcbntradiction With [alcloserdading [f M. H.’sirémarks[aboutWagelalrears.[He
reports(thatfhemhine[paid Chbout”[§800 ih[chsh [an Mebruary @t 1B83 HdrMecemberMork. 1. [Oncelagain,
hisffigureslateinsatisfactory: hlisChbout” indermines(ahylclaim o [precision [ahd (hiis shimssimplydon 't ladd
up.Barningsfbrlafiventy [six Working[dayDecemberafFhbout[§800” Mould iinply Mot [thelaverage mum[]
ber...[of] [six” [chiners[ak[§2 [per[day (Butrhther[sbme[fifteen [mhiners. [Other[sburces [fhil b [clarify Fhis[point.
Sattfismnspecificlaboutfhe mumberlaflcblonistswho Worked ih fhemhinelahd fhe [duration offtheirlehgage ]
ment: [dn[theldne[Hand[shelarguesthatthelabusivelcbnditions[dflemploymentih [themhinelaffected host
colonists; loh fhelotherlsheréportsithat Chlmostall” then Fbund Workloh fherhilroad. 42[Robertsidmhorelcir[]
cumstantialfih [rkportingfthatlanly[alftaction [dffthelcblonists[Ebund Workih fhe mhine. 43[Thus, We hiavefh[]
sufficientlgroundid[challengefthe“hverage” ol [sixréported iy M. H.

This[davesmismkedinglsbmelotherlekplanation forkhelohtsize phyroll. M. H. lebuld simply hhve lcbmemlp With
a[High[fguretd [shipporthis(claimfhatfhelcblonistshlad rkady fhndsdf[$1,000. 01 G3 Mhore[likely, However,
thatfthelehlargementrkpresented [alrearsMotGuist fdrMecember, ButFdrmhuch affthe [Ball. [This [afferslsbme
perspectivelah [Shtt’s[storiesloflsérip: Mo [doubtifiwasfidsued laklatvancesuntillchsh Wasdelivered, sb that fthe
colonistsmhightlabtain shppliesftomthelstore. ThthisMight, M.H.fhadvertently réminds s [of the Fallibility
of[Satt’slsburces,Wholréported thatfheminelphid Ehelcblonistslanlyih [serip: hiad thisBeenEhelchse, o [ [
rearsWouldhlavebeen[récognizedahd theBebruary 1883 [paymentWould have [beeninnecessary.

Iffthemhinershad [Been Waitingfortheirlchsh forfdurmhonths—andtheymhight hlavelhlad kb wait fdrIdnger;
after(allfthelakrearseremlotlcleared intilKohn [ahd Wirkowskilehtered the[stene—itid[ehsyfd linderstand
theirlahxiety. Thatdition, @k [discussedabove, thelcblonistsWereldeclining b [chsh [phy[checks[at Ehelstore[at
afimehen ftheiromenfolkWerelstavenging fbrihel. [Such(shcrifices[aklaFosemould minderstandablylcbn [
tribute(ib [thelégacy[df(Hitterness. ThWarm[Houses[ldneHundred[and Hventy fve dearsIhter, e Havethe
luxuryldfiviewingthelcblonists’[sknseldf[distress[ak[elkcessive, [Hoth [absolutelylahd [Hylcbmparison b [ather
pioneersldfftheperiod. Wonetheless, likethelauthor[dffthe[Winnipegadmentation, theylstem b [Have[sken
themselves(ak[sbretchedakfd (have been mhisused, ahd Eheyftansmitted Eheirlséntimentstd thosemtho 1]
lowedthem.

%]
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Letikmbwthrn tdthe three Wayhkgotiationsbetween fthelcblonists, HEAS, lahd [Shltiel, wthich[dominated Ehe pk [
riod between[Februarylahd the [dteshmmerlofiB83. Met ik [sérutinizefhe lséquencelofleVents.
a) Beforel2g[QctoberiB82

Colonistslah[gknerallylgbod Eérmstith fhemanagement loffthelcblony.
Colonistslatknowledgeiheirldebt fd[HEASahdekpect fobe i apbsitionfo képay. 144

b) BeforelgblInnuaryiB83
Colonistsfin [disputemlith fhemanagement offihe lcblony.
ColonistsmbIdngerlekpect o phyfiheirdebt. 145

¢) LatelSummeriB83
HEASgreesfdséndihelcblonistslalchsh siim (teceived i ctober).
Notelthatfhisr¢versed theformerflowlaflihbility, félling ik fhat HEAS fdrgavefhelcblonistsfheirldebt,
lahdthatShltielahd[HEAS mhutuallylséttled. 146

Tolshmmarize, thelposition réversed ftom [(h) Wherethelcblonists Were b répay[$ho,000 Eo [HEAS, kb (&) there
HEASIactually[gaid fhem [@firther[$2,000.This[chn[dnlyHavelcbmelafterHard Megotiations[Between [thepio ]
neerslahd[HEAS, ebmplicated by the presenceloflalthird [Jarty, [Shltiel, ¥d Whom fhelcblonists[also loived mhoney.

ThelcbrrespondenceBetween [Rohn lahd Wirkowskilahd . [Sl Henry, thePresident [of (HEAS, i3[(best [sten [akthe
second [rbund [ofthelcblonists’[chmpaign, Fdllowingthefailurelaf[Schwartz’slabproach. MheflrstWas thelséttlers’
late[1882[appeal fd (HEASFor[hid [ahd [cbunsel i how td régain theirldstmhoney.” 147 [Asftheyhhdlekpended ohly
filing[fées, Memhaytakefithat HEASIdismissed fthislohitlofhand. [Presumably, hbwever, Ehislabpeallalsolcbnveyed
to[HEAS[thelinwelcomemews[thatfhelpioneersmoldngerlcbnsidered fthemselvesHound b répaythel$10,000
defrayed by [HEASoh [theirbEhalf, Iét[alone thelctedit theyhiad rhn Wip[at Shltiel's[store. [About fthis Hime, the [sét [
tlersmhadetheirlposition khown b ihe Denverlcbmmunity, flom Whom kheyhhdbeen bitying [kbshermbeatsince
August. 148[RohnlahdWirkowskithen Msited [thelcblony—forIdssthan Bivelve Hourslatcordingftd Henry. 49[The
record shows(that[Rohn fthen kbokthelséttlersiinderhiisWing; it [etfect fheybecamehiis clients, [eltherloh [alcbn [
tingent bhsislok probbnolastheyhhd mblchsh tdphylalfde.

Kohn[aunchedthelskcond rbund [oftheskttlers’ [chmpaign With [theréport (e [drew ulp With Wirkowski, Which
wasl[dated [Thnuary(3bth, [séntfd [HEASoh Rebruarysh, [ahd [plublished i fhe Menver Tribuneloh Mebruary [z [(all
1883). 1so[Therelthen [fbllowed [@lchmpaign fhthe[Denver[Republican,Which[characterized thelskttlement[ak[al
“vilelatrocity”lahd[spokehlarshlylof[Shltiel. 5! [Hven[sb, [at fhispointohn’skckith [HEASWasmhorefdlelnphal]
sizefthelcblonists’hardship fhan b attackthe lcbneeption o mhanagement lof fthe eblony, Mtith hiis réport ko [HEAS
dwellingloh fthepioneers’financiallahdphysicallpredicament.

TheseldevelopmentsputHenrylahd [HEAS[h [alsbot. Henry [presided [aver[alcharity [hich [hiad [sbught finds[an
thebhsisfthattheyWere [fdBeldaned b [pioneers, Mot k¢ndered [aklolit[and [dutgrants. Henry’s[cbmments[ith his
letter[affBebruary 151883, [abouttheftresponsiblelcharacterlaffhe[Russian finmigrant—so[grating fd mhodern
ears—may [bklséen mbtmherelylaklstereotyping, bt [abalréflection lofThis[alarm fhat fhelcblonistshhd signaled Eheir
intention fd[defect flom theirfinanciallobligations. 152 ahyeVent, heldismissed Kohn lahd Wirkowski’scéport as
exaggeration, [sbthelsécondrbund ofthelséttlers’ lchmpaign lchmeltd Mhught. 153

Thelskttlerslahd ftheir[attorney, Kohn, mowfced [altactical[dilemma. Th ok dertd [athieve their mkegotiating abjec]
tives, theyHad fb[get Henrylahd HEASEb[dvercomeltheir[struplesabouttheBasislan Which mhoneyshiad [Heen
furnished.[Mheymhadelalthird rbundaflapproaches, With [Shttriting fhat the[séttlers rénewed their[pleas it fhe
Spring.[Theselchmel[fd Mothing, :54With[Oswald [réportingthatloin March [2kd[1B83[HEASMroteBacklcbunseling
“patiencelahdfortitude.” 55 Byftheldtelshmmer, however,[HEASHad [réversed fifls [position, [abandoningifls[claim
onfthelplioneerslahdlagreeingftdsénd them afhirther$k,000,Mith finds[dklivered i [Actober, 1883. 156

Whatldccurred ByWay[dfthe fburth [drlshich[slibsequent rbunds[afmlegotiation [akEbok[placelaverfhefbllowing
fewmhonths? Weldo mbthhvethe fhll récord, biit e may findlcluesftom the fhreeldocumentsfavailableforistudy.
Thelfrsti3thelehrly[iB83[stanceldfthe[MenverRepublican, Wherethethanagement[dffthelcblonyWas[skverely
criticized. 57[Thelsécond [8theldtter by MordecailThlomstein réprinted ih Ha[Welitzih Novemberi88s5. Ththis,
Jalomstein[recalled détters[(which thelcblonistsWrote ith Eéars(in Eheirleyes”[directlydhim, [showingfthat the
colonists’[dealingsmith theRussian [pressbadlehcouraged them kd [ektend Eheirlchmpaign ko fhelopinion fbrmers
offthelday. 58[The [third i3 fthe[letter ftom M. H. kb the MenverTribune, [allegingthat Mohn [ahd Wirkowski, mow
linked Withotherdcalslabthe[Denver ReliefQommittee”, (bhd mhisrepresented fthepbsition i [Qotopaxi. 159
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Allthelprincipalslappearidhavelrécognized Eheselekchangesfbrthepublicrélationslekercisestheyere. [M.H.’s
letteridiinmentioned by [Satt, butlshelobservesthatthe Denver Republicanlemphasized Ehelcblonist’slshfferings,
whereas[the[RockyMountain[News reminded [fisfréadersthatpioneersicbuld motlekcapehlardship. 160[The Trib]
unelfdllowed Kohn, [after[he[chose b publish his[abpeal kb [HEAS. Tt [prefaced M. H. s [8tter laf rébuttal mlot st
with[thelshib[Header, ™o [be[Maken With [alGrain [df[Salt’ ] (Bt [With [ah [eHitorial [preamble[distancingthepaper
from[helétter’sfthrustlahd[praisingfthelcharacterdf(Witkowski[($ic), [Strauss, [ahd [Hohn. Tnmediately[beneath
M.H.sUétter,[However, Lludge[George[H [Rummelinderminesthe Tribune’s[dccoladesliblthe[Denver[Relief
Committee”, Whth[albliefmbtefakinglekception b Ehelcbmmittee’slihauthorized abpropriation [ofThis mhme. 161

From[this[Welé¢arnthat[Rohn[Was[réady, Willinglahd[ablefd [broaden Miis[chmpaign b [attacktheloperationahd
very lidlealdffthelcblony [akfbrcefullylahd [ak[Widely [ak[Helcbuld. His[purposeWas[ib[persuade[Henry that[HEAS
and[Shltiel Werelsbiinplicated i fthe [séttlement’sfilurelas o fustify al$ho,000 Mirite[dfflah d [alfirtherphy[dut lof
$2,000; [mheanwhile[HEAS[and[Saltiel (Had[tb [cbme[fb [alfarallel [skttlement. [As[Weknow, Rohn[shicceeded. We
may[thke[ithatlelen fiKohn[did motldeliberatelylsétldut kb mhake [alfall [guyolutof [Shltiel, (e ould hiardlyhiave
exerted (Himselflfb[shield [Saltiel'srkputation ffom[thelctossfire. Dt G3[probablefhatfheldescendants(dfthelcblo ]
nistsftansmitted o [Shtt the FAmily ftadition [of [Shltiel’s [perfidy, i [phrtcteated for fhe [plublicrélations chmpaign
andlembellished lavertheftervening/sixty[skven fykarsloffamilyréminiscences.

%]

Thistakesksfdfhedistortion [attached kb mhuch kpeated [abcounts. Tet ik [ekaminelah ekample flom the Miritten
record. Th{Thnuary[i882,[Kohn ahd Wirkovskiréported fhat FOnelofthelcblonists...planted fdurbhgsofpbtatoes
[and][gathered[as[Altturn HfteenHags...” 02 [Mifty[dineyearslaterRobertsroteihlthe ColoradoMagazine,
“Zedek...sowed fburteen [Hags[(bf[dotatoes) [and[rkaped [ih [rkturn ffteen.” 3[Mwenty[dineyears(afterthat, fhe
Pueblo[Chieftain[rinted [Alstory[Headlined CJewish Minmigrants Victims[df[Hoax,”[shying[that, (Thedew[skt[]
tlers...plant[ed] G} Mags[affpotatoesAnd] (harvested[1.” 104t i3 Anstructivefdlobservehowlthislahecdotallekam[]
ple[Becamelihflated[dverleighty [eight[yearsftom [thelekperienceldfloheleblonist b Fhat [offthelcblonylak[alwhole
and [ffom [alpooreld[df(3l.75:1Eb [Eldisaster[dflilo7:1. [Qurldiscoveryldfthe Fllibility [df[Satt’slaral [sburces[réin [
forcesthislabpectlofthembatter.

Finally, Welate[bbundié [récognizefheahthoritylofShtt’'siork. Thhkerid50 Master’sthesis, [sheldeveloped ah[at [
count[dffthelcblonyWhichi$ivid, [cbgent, [elegant, cbmprehensivelahd[ektensivelylsburced. (Theeryldramalaf
her[dentrallthesis, [that[Saltiel[dlotted [iblengineerlalgool [df[sweated Thbor[and [that[Heland [Schwarzldeceived
HEAS, mhakesfarlaldramaticlstory. Hermorkhhsbkcomelthe principal sburcefdritheldescendantslofthe leblonists
andhistorianslofftheséttlement, ihchallenged bintil thelekamination lofthe mewlsburces(cited i fhis [atticle.

%]

So,[Whatlchn[Welcbnclude? [Hirst, [the [descendants [dfTthelcblonists hHave Mo rkason kb féel fhat [ahything[id fdken
from[theldignity [offtheir[story bl thefhformation mowl(at hiand. MheQotopaxilcblonyWas(ah [akdeal Fortheir For ]
bears, With [ah lolitcomewhich [doesthemlgteatlctedit: Eheymlentloh kd Etiumph [averabdversity i fhe New[World.
ThelséttlementMasphtently uhwiselyIdcated, Ehough Welalsomeed fd fdkelatcount ofthelgkneral climateloflagril ]
culturalleliphoria, thelpressuresimposed ipon HEAS by thefdrrent afréfugeesftom Russia, Ehe ldckofworking
capitalih thelcblony’s(budget, [thelapparent[changes(affplan ftom [at Iéast[sbmelelement [af [stock [rhising [t [pure
horticulture, the ihexperiencelofthelcblonists, ahd thefilurelofalllshch sthemes[it fhe Mnited [States[Saltiel lhhs
left ko rbcord [of (hiis mhotives, (blut e Mo Idnger mleed b [séehim [abaldeliberate dllain in ok der fd mhake [sénselof
thehistorylottheCotopaxilcblony. Tiidmhost Mikely that i, like [HEAS, like [Sthwarz, like thelcblonistsihemselves,
ardently[bklieved i thelagriculturallekperimentlahd Edokmb[shtisfaction i s filure.

Thelsburceslekamined [ih[this[articlelehableis b rbcognizetheldrigins[dffthelclaims[df[Schwarz’s[duplicity, cb ]
erced[abor, Idstrtbates, [ahd[dverpriced fhfrastructurelaktherésultlafffallfbo (umanlyimperfectrécall, lacunae
infthertcord,lahd mhistakenrkadings(oflshch documents[akWerelavailablelat thefHimeoflehrlier[studies. Thlatddil]
tion, [Welalre[ih [alposition b [ekplain [thelégacy [df[Hitterness[as [Being[rboted ih theldisappointmentamong[the
pioneers(atthelfilureldfftheirldream[fb[Becomefhrmers, thelattraction[dflcbnspiracytheoriesland[alvillain b
blame[forthelcbllapse, lahdthefbugh mlegotiationswhich fteed Ehelcblonists ftom Eheirfinanciallobligationslahd
which [ateldimlyldiscernableftom fhefinperfect récord. [Finally, e ill[do Well kb rdcognizethat Hhereidmhoreid
learn. 165
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Appendix[l
ExtractfromiheWeeklyllournal“Voskhoda”,mo(43,published[dn[23rd[October[[i882

Dateline: [Shint[Petersburg, 22rd[October1B82.

Pagelil 65[(Forlehumeration(skemotelib2).

“...theylareWorking veryldiligentlylahd [are Willingly[shving
theknown [S3um or (he Cpayment[of(The[umspaid Hor
them.”

“ThelcblonistsHavelalso Mot fbrgotten laboutfheir[spiritual
food.On [September[dPublicldchool [Was[dpened With [the
cooperation[afffheDenver(gbvernor[anhd[cburseswill (e skt
upHor[Adults.[AThouse [df[prayer (has[Beendquipped G
which[Services[dre[donducted[dn [Hridaylévenings,[Satur]
dayslahd féstivals.”

“For[theMrst@me,” [shid Mr[Schwarz, Csincemhan Hrstlshw
the[CRokyMountain” [($ic, i Matin Eéxtih [akiginal) cbvered
in[show, [golden [rhys[df[slin (Have[fhllen[dn [fhetharvellous
holyétters[aflTewish [prayerBooks[and [thefrst,fhousand
year[dld flowers(akreflling [allewish [chapelWith their[stent
inhel¢opperMearing Onountains[Cof(IFremont[County”
(sic,ihMatin Eéxtfhldriginal). Thfhesemhountainshligh min [
der[thelskies[therel[drelshouts[df[(God, WhoIed Gds[dutldf
Egypt,outlaftheldndofslaves. ]

ElieserMaschbir
(sicihMatin Eéxtinh[ariginal)

NewMorkibt"[Qctober

“What’s[ewin[America?” [This[question [HeallyGhterests
our[brothers[Gin [Russia. (As[n [Ghel[past”, Gve eply. [The
same[Castle[Garden,[the[bame[Greenpoint,[ The[$ame
Ward’s[Island.[As[Before[the[dmigrés[dontinue b Obll[dn
thelSquare[df[Castle[Garden, Glist[dsGh [fhe[Pasttheyldat
“gushcha” [{which herelGk[dalled [doup) Gh [fhe[dommittee
kitchen[on[IGreenwich [Street[27” [{sic, Gin (Latin (HextGin
original), Glist[@s[Beforelthey[dontinueib[Beldistracted My
scandals, Which [dnly[shame[dur™@ameland fbrceleveryih (]
telligent[Russian [Tew(dblush.

Yesterday[thereWas[alferrible[standallan Ward’sMland h
allew[Building.[M[dall[fhis[Scandalferrible Becausefhere
has[Mot[Heen[@nything ke fhis[ih fthelcourseldflthisyear,
theMistorylafwhich i3 [ih [generalrich fhstandalsafsiich @l
sort.[Almost[allthelperiodicfburnalslafNewMorkakeHlled
with[fhis[dcandal[And Gt [hasTowered (fhe Qvorthiness[af
Russian [Jews[ih [fhelelyesaf{American sbciety. [Mhelshperin [
tendent[of(Hhe [dommittee [Shelter [dn [(Ward’sisland, (Mr
Blank, [alvhan Mot mhuch Idved by finmigrants, [ekcluded @ne
immigrantyfhe[Mameldf[(Rabat.[The[Jews[dnnounced
that(heyQvould Ghot[Accepthis[And[daid FhatGf(Blank
wants[ib[darry[dut[His[decision [And[expelRabatfhen[He,
Blank, Gvould (BeWithout[Ris[Aead [{kic). [(Blank[dalled[the
policeChndOvanted (o C&ject[Rabat[by[force,[hut...here
started [@war” [donducted [decording b all[the rhiles[dfthe
art.[Jews[Beat[the[Police[@nd[fhey[ibok[Ib[their[Heels.Th
quarter[affain HouraWholelgroup [ff[police appeared minder
thelgadershiplaffthe[@aptain[dfffheisland. Whenfheselpo]
licemen [$eized[Rabat[then[the[fighting[Fenewed Céven
worse[from[Hothsides. [lews[HeatBlankrbund [the[Mead[ak
wellakMlis[aksistant,[Shottek. [Brom[fheirsidefhepblice fh (]
juredmhanylJews.Mhefghtlchrried [on fHllMdte[atmightlahd
ended With[thelcompleteMictory[dffthelJews. Nomhore[po ]
lice[dppeared[dn[thelikland[dnd fhe[Captain [Had[ibikle]
graph[Wew[York[dbout[fhelsending[df[Heinforcements[ib
calm[down [theRussians. Tuckilylak fhisfime[fvo mhembers
of[theldommittee[drrived holdrderedfheldolicefb[kave
and[duggested[ibBlank[dnd[Shottek[fhatfheydkaveltheir
postsimmediately. Olittle[Byittle[fhedroused Mmmigrants
began [tb[chlm[down [alnd [altTAst By the [evening thelelkcite [
ment[subsided.(What[ill[Happen[dext?—it’sfincertain. I
spoke With fhany[thembers[dffthe[dommittee[and [they(all
expressed[great[Weariness[dt[dealing[With [dommittee[df]
fairs.

Translated by[Hugh Minter.

Pagel1l66.

Tolakcuselthemhasslafpeople With [allfheselstandalsWould
beldnhinforgivablehistake.[TheOhass[ofCpeople s ain O
happy, s [shfferingland [doesmot know Howlidekcapeftom
thislctitical [position. [Someldark[personalitieslareking fhe
unhappiness[dfffhemasses.[Onelshchperson(ehrlier Was(al
certain[Kelman.[This[dnan vas[@Always[hoping (hat(he
committee[Would Gvant b [deparate from (Mim[dnd Ghould
send Mim[{Eb[Russia.[When[Helshw(thatfhelcommitteeWas
notlevenMoticing[Mim, fhatthe mhassesWereirningaway
andModdbngerWished [fb[Msten [fbMisFhlse@ssurances,Hed
inglcbnvincedfhatstandalsIéad mowhereahd[anlyWorsen
their[position, fhen Melghthered [sbmeldollarsfrom [Pauper
immigrants[and [shdlyWent[dff[ibRussia.[The[dgitator fh
thelast[standalWas[theleditor[aflahe NewMorkbased [Tew[]
ishMewspaper, NMrBrun, [alWell Known [cheat[and [standal ]
monger, Whom [theyWill[MotdktGhtoolite[dociety[Here.
The[Russian[Jewish” [question [stemed [algbod Way fbr fhis
man [fb[dorrect[His[fhltering[Musiness. Heldftendppeared
amongstthemasses, rgingfhem[ibmhakel[standalsahd ib
choselim[ak[fheirlagentlahd fhen[nlonemhonth heould
collect[theldonations[and Obok[Efter [l [fhe [Jewish Ginmi]
grants”.[Of[dourse[dne[Part[df[fheRussian[JewsHurned
awayftom[fhismhan knowingfhatfbr RimiG3Ghst, akfhey
say[in [America, (bisdnes[thachen” [{sic,Gh Latin [HextGn
original) butfhemhassesrémain fhemhasses...

Soon [fthereWillappear(thefirst[Russian LJewishMewspaper
“Der[Russischedsraelit” [(3ic, fh Matin féxtfhdriginal). This
will[Beldopular(drgan fbr[Russian lewsih[America.The
newspaper Will Be(dhilyfin [alpopular fbrmat.

From[Oregon,fhefrst[0Odessalgroup Mritesthatfheyhave
allfbund Gork[dnd [Several thembers [df (Have[gone [dff[ih
search [of[shiitable[plotsofTdnd.

From[Dakota,fhe[®remenchugfartyMritesfhatfhatlcon]
struction[df[(Aouseskhoving[fbrward, [fhedext[group ik
hoping[tdlcbmeblyspring [here arelohly @lat fhe mhoment.

From[Qotopaxi,fhey[Mritethatthelcblonists[areFlly[pro
vided brtheWinter;fhelgovernorisfhinking[dfflektablish (]
inglalspeciallsthoolfbrthelchildren[affhelcblonistsatlgbv]
ernmentlekpense.

From[Louisiana,fheyGinform Ghs[fhat[fhe[d2demaining
families[dre[dompletely[happy[With (GheirObt.[Theyhave
had[algood Marvest, Have[gotised dbthelclimateand Tack
forMothing.[Mheylctiticisetheirlerstwhilelcbmrades[fbrithe
hasteMithWhich fheyIéftihelcblony.

Theldommittee[Has[dgreed [btheldonditions[dftheRuro]
peanldommittee. [(They[@rel[dsFbllows: [the NewMorkldom ]
mittee,[fthe [Hebrew[Emigrant[Aid[Society” [(sic,[ih dlatin
textOn [driginal) MindertakesMhot[Ho [dend [nyGimmigrant
back[ibBuropefbrWhich[fhe[Buropean committeeis[giv]
ing[New[¥ork[§50,000.[AtHrstmhanymhembersaf fhe New
Yorklcbmmittee[did Mot [agreefd fheselcbnditions, Blutmow
this[question [Has[Heen [Fesolved @t [alheeting fh [@lshippor
tivemhanner.

Today[ih [thelevening[there[Will [He [@theeting[dfthe[mhem
bers[dfthelcbmmittee. It Will[discussthelguestion howlid
providebdgingsdbrthe fnmigrants{brtheinter. TTWill
not[Hesitate[fb Ghform Glouldf[the[Mesolution [dffhis[ques]
tion.

S.S.

FragmentldtBottomafiplagelil 66 intranslated.
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